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Mr of of the be seg W were written 
long ago, at different times as they occurred : 


and as it is ho d they may tend to elucidate ſome 


important paſſages in the ſacred volumes, they are 
now ſubmitted to the inſpection of the Public. So 
far as the author knows, they are either entirely 
new, or where the interpretation, at bottom, is the 
fame with any that has been already publiſhed by 
others, the text, he imagines, is placed in a ſtrong- 
er point of light; ſo that the mann, at leaſt | is 
new. 
Truth i is like the light: the more clearly ſhe Fa 
ſeen, the more ſhe muſt be admired. The cavils 
of the Deiſts againſt the ſcriptures are founded on 
ignorance. No man can think lightly of the Scrip- _ 
tures, who really underſtands them. They are fools, 


who delight in ſcorning. The more clearly the 


ſeriptures are underſtood, the more irreſiſtible the 
impreſſions of their divinity become. The critical 
knowledge of the Sacred Books has greatly encreaſ- 
ed within theſe late years; and all the reſearches 
of the wiſe have only tended to deſtroy the ſubter- 
fuges of Deiſm, and to eſtabliſh the truth of the 
Goſpel. Bad men and bigots will, no doubt, ſtill 
go on to reject the truth; not becauſe ſhe has too 
little evidence, but becauſe ſhe has too much. By 
manifeſting their folly ſne hurts their peace. No- 
thing diſguſts a neſt of owls ſo much as to let in a 
little light upon them. 
The ſtudy of the ſcriptures is an e of all 
3 A2 others 


others the moſt pleaſing and profitable. They con- 
tain the wiſdom of God; that which makes wiſe 


' PREFACE. 


to falvation. To underſtand the fear of the Lord, 


and find the knowledge of God, muſt be the bigh- 
eſt attainment of man. This is promiſed to ſuch 


28 « ſeek wiſdom as ſilver, and ſearch for her as for 


hid treaſures.” This ſhould influence every chriſti- 


an to fearch the ſcriptures, that the word of Chriſt 


may dwell in him richly, furniſhing him with trea- 
ſures more excellent than gold. Nor can he do a 
greater ſervice to mankind, than to communicate: 
to others any idea, which may ſerve to throw a luſ- 


tre around any. paſſage in the oracles of wiſdom... 
'This motive has had weight with the author of the 


following ſheets : and if they ſhall be bleſſed of God 
for- promoting, in any degree, the knowledge of the 


Scriptures; ; if they ſhall contribute to illuſtrate any 
portion of the ſacred oracles, to enlighten the mind, i 
to warm the heart with the love of the truth, or 


0 direct the ſteps of the chriſtian in his way to the 
| heavenly kingdom, the end of their publication wilt 


be tully anſwered... 


#5 
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When I confider thy heavens, the work of thy 


T words are 1 ed as 
littleneſs of man. As if the Pſalmiſt had ſaid, 


and ſplendor were formed; the wifdom and 
contrivance which has ballanced them with ſo 
much exaQueſs, and ſtill regulates and adjuſts 


the whole as a ſuperb palace, erected and a- 
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PSsAL. vitt. 3. 4. 


Angers, the Moon and the Stars which thou 
haſt «rdained-; What is man, that thou art 

; mindful of him? and the Son of Man, * 
thou viſcte/t him? do 


containing a reflection, naturally re- 
fulting from comparing the magnitude and 
grandeur of the heavenly bodies, with the 


When I conſider attentively, the ſtupenduous 


fabric of the heavens; when I reflect on the 
power, by which bodies of ſuch magnitude 


their motions; while at the ſame time, I view 


dorped for the uſe of man, I am aſtoniſhed 
> HG at 
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at that benignity, which has ſhewy ſo much 
reſpect for a creature, fo undeſerving of it. 

Man, in his natural ſtate, is but a weak, lit- 
lle, paſſing thing: in his moral ſtate, a ſinner. 

What is man then in any point of view, that 
bis Maker ſhould have been fo mindful of 
+>" Kit | 
This ſenſe | is not unnatural, All the ways 
of God to men, are wonderful; and the more 
We attend to the greatneſs of this ſyſtem of vi- 
ſible exiſtence, with which we are connected, 
and from all of which we derive utility and 
delight, although the moſt weak and helpleſs 
originally, and ultimately the moſt vicked of 
all its inhabitants, the higher our aſtoniſh-. 
ment-mult riſe. Yet this does not ſeem to be 
the ultimate deſign of the Holy Spirit in this 
paſſage. It is evident, from the application: 
made of the ſecond verſe of this pſalm, by our 
Lord and Paul, (Mat. xi. 25. xxi. 16. Cor. 
4. 27.) that by the babes and ſucklings in that 
verſe, the Aae and other illiterate and de- 
ſpiſed perſons are meant. Now, ſuppoſing the 
ene of the third and fourth verſes to be as 
above, it will be difficult to find any connec- 
tion, between them and the foregoing, 

Ibis difficulty and all others will be remo- 
| ved, by conſulting the ſecond chapter of the 

epiſtle to the Hebrews, from the fixth to the 

ttenth verſe, where we find the fourth and 


1 ene verſes of4 this Ou expreſsly * 55 
5 


— OT 


schr TrURETExTS. N 


ed to Chriſt. The New Teſtament' is the key 
to the Old, by which the full and ſublime 


ſenſe of what David in the pſalms and the 


prophets wrote, alone can be attained. Ac- 
cording to this infallible interpreter, Chriſt 


is the man of whom God has been mindful, 


and the Son of Man whom he has viſited in 


fo kind a manner. He ſees Jeſus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels, now 
erowned with glory and honour, and ſct over 
the works of God's hands: in this reſpect, 
he far excells the angels, to whom God has 


not put in ſubjection the world to come, or 
the v7 of e in the golpel king. 


hir view, of the text may 5 to perplex 
the ſenſe. Immenſe, ſuperb, and ſplendid as 
this ſyſtem is with all its gay furniture, is it 
a palace too magnificent for him, who is the 


brightneſs of the Father's glory, his ele& in 


whom his ſoul delighteth? How then, can 
David expreſs ſo Sack: aſtoniſhment on a 


review of the condeſcenfion and love of 
God to this man, in rearing a ſtructure ſo 


vaſt in extent, and rich in furniture for his 
uſe? To obviate this objection, it is neceſſa- 
ry to obſerve, that as the ſpirit of inſpiration 
ſpeaks in the ſecond verſe of the times of 
the goſpel, ſo in theſe he points to our Savi- 
our in the light in which the goſpel exhibits 
him, as ſet down on the right hand of the 


throne 


4 | 
£4 
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throne of the majeſty in the heavens, far 


above all principalities and powers. Then 
he was made Lord of all, having all power in 


heaven and in earth given to him. Then he 


revealed the councils of wiſdom by his ſpirit 
to the apoſtles, the babes and fooliſh things of 
the world, that by them he might confound 


the wiſe. Now all judgment is given him 
for this very reaſon becauſe he is the Son of 


man. 


Full of this idea, is it any wonder if a chri- 
. ſtand amazed; if he cry out, when I look 

to the heavens, and behold he amazing 
whcke of God's fingers, the ſun, noon, and 


ſtars, I admire the whole; but when f dire 
my attention to the higheſt point of elevation 
and dignity in heaven, I ſee ſomething more 


wonderful than all the reſt: Fee jeſus or hu- 


man nature in the perſon of the Son of God, 
crowned with glory and dignity, and ſet far 


above all the works of God! who, beholding 


an object ſo ſurpriſing, would not cry out, 
Lord! what is human nature, that it ſhould: 


be ſo highly exalted ! that it ſhould be united 


to the divine nature by an union the moſt in- 
timate and eternal, and ſer far above every 


rank of created dignity! who in looking into 


the heavens. could have expected to have ſeen: 
human nature there, particularly in a fity- 
ation ſo elevated and e a nature ſo» 


we ak. 


formed and inglorious i in its fallen condition! 


| highly natural. The chriſtian is the beſt aſtro- 


with an intelligence and ſurpriſe not inferior 
to that of the mere naturaliſt : but he looks 


in regions unpierced even by the more en- 
Jarged enquiries of the philoſophic tube: Aid- 
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weak in its innocent ſtate, and fo wicked, de- 
In this view the exclamation in the text is 


nomer. He ſurveys. the hoſts of heaven 


higher ſtill. His faith is the ſubſtance and 
evidence of things unſeen by the eye of fleſh, 


ed by the light of inſpiration, he ſees far above 
all heavens; where the man Chriſt Jeſus, the 
light of the univerſe, pours unapproachable 
effulgence through the boundleſs regions of 
bliſs. This aſtoniſhes all intelligent "beings. 
That God thould pour all the effluence of 
his benevolence through a Man, as the me- 
dium of divine communications, is a circum— 
ſtance in the plan of providence, which fills 
the angels with amazement: and how ſur- 
priſing will it be to the enemies of the Lamb, 


when they one day look up to the beavens, | 


and fee the man whom they deſpiſed as a vile 


reproach, a worm and not a man, inveſted 


with all the divine glories, and OTE the 5 


ſceptre of heaven and earth! 


he goſpel ſets heaven before us in a new 
light. Ihe Lamb in the midſt of the throne, 
is a new thing in heaven, unknown to the 
ages previous to the aſcenſion of Jeſus. This 
new 
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new thing calls forth new wonder and farniths L 
es a ſubject for new ſongs. In his exaltation 
all ſaints are deeply intereſted. God has ſet 4 
him at his right hand as the repreſentative of 
all who believe in him. Hence we are faid} 
to be quickened together with Chriſt, to be | 
raiſed up and made, to fit together in heaven- ; 
lies in Chriſt Jeſus. When we ſee him exalt- | 


ed, we ſee ourſelves exalted in him. Our 


- hearts are ſet down with him, and our per- 
ſons ſhall be there in a little. It is but for | 
a little time we are made lower than the an- 
gels. Our head is already crowned with ſu- 


perior glory, and the body muſt participate 


of the honours of the head. Lifting our eyes 


to heaven then, we may well ſay, Lord, what 


is man, that thou art mindful of him, and 


the Son of my that thou viſiteſt him. 


OBSERVATION Ul. 


ISAIAH vi. . laſt verſe. 


But yer in it + ſball be a tenth, and it Pall 2 fo 
| 220 ſhall be eaten, &c. 


TO underſtand the meaning of this I 


it is neceſſary to know the time of the 


events mentioned in this chapter. That lai. | 


ah here ſpeaks of our Lord's day, and de- 


eribes the temper and diſpoſitions of the 


Jews 


rniſk⸗ 


tation 
as ſet 
ve of 
> ſaid 
to be 


ven- 
xalt- | 


Our 
per- 
t for 
An- 
| ſu - 
pate 
hat 
and 
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Jews in that period, ſcems quite plain from the 

pplication made of this paſſage by the infalli- 
ble interpreter, Chriſt himſelf. In Matt. xi. 
13.—15. he tells his countrymen, that Iſaiah 


Kpoke of them, when he ſaid, © By hearing 


ye ſhall hear and ſhall not underſtand” c. 
In this obſtinate temper, unſuſceptible of con- 

viction, they remained “ till the land was 
utterly deſolate,” ver. 11. 12. Yet, ſays the 
prophet, at this time, or about this period, 


there ſhall be in Jeruſalem “ a tenth, and it 


ſhall return, and 1 it ſhall be caten,” Sc. What 
this tenth is, we may learn from the laſt clauſe 
of this verſe, which according to the Hebrew 
manner is a repetition of the firſt in different 
words. © The Holy Seed ſhall be her ſub- 
ſtance,” ſupport or nouriſhment. The Holy 
ly Seed ſhall be to Jeruſalem or the church, 


What bread is to the body. Now Chriſt is 
the Holy Seed, the principles of whoſe gene- 
ration, were perfectly pure: he is © the Ho- 


ly Thing“ born of the virgin, and is expla- 


natory of the tenth which is ſaid to return 


and to be eaten, as he alone is the ſubſtance 
and ſupport of the church. In an inferior 
ſenſe, indeed, it may be applied to his diſci- 
ples, who are called his ſeed, his ſons, S's. 4 as 
we ſhall ſee afterwards. | 
But why is Chriſt called“ a tenth ?” In an: 
ſwer to this it muſt be obſerved, that by the 
Law of Moſes, a tenth or tithe of every 
man's 


4 * 
; 
* 
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man's ſubſtance was impropriated by God, 
or it was ordered to be given to thoſe, who 
miniſtered to the Lord in holy things. See} 
Numb. xvitji. from ver. 21. to the end. The 
Levites were appointed to receive all the 
tithes, and the tenth of the tithes were ſet a- 


part for Aaron and his Sons, and hence were 
faid to be offered to the Lord, and to be ho. 


ly. Again, the ſhew-bread or bread of faces, 
which was appointed to ſtand on tables be- 


fore the Lord continually, and was wholly 
to be eaten by the prieſts in the holy place, 
is ordered to be made of tenths. Lev. xxiv. 
6. Oc. The manna, too, which was alfo | 
holy bread, was gathered by tenths, a tenth | 
for every man, and a tenth of it was laid up 
before the ark, there to remain fo long as | 
the ark endured. | Exod. xvi. 16. 33. 36. 
„ An Omer is the tenth of an Ephah. W 
ſport, all the bread of God, all that was hal- 
owed under the Law, and fet apart for ho- 
ly purpoſes, was meaſured by tenths. 


A tenth, then, in general ſignified ſome- : 


thing ſacred, dedicated to God; ſomething 
of the nature of food, and which might 
be called the bread of God. All this was 


but a ſhadow of a good thing to come, and 


Chriſt may moſt properly be ſaid to be the 


ſubſtance of it. The Word can be applied 
to none but to him in its full ſignificance. 


He was ſeparated from the common maſs of 


mankind 
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mankind from the very womb, and Holineſi 
10 the Lord was the motto moſt deſcriptive of 


his character. He was ſeparated for holy 
Lee as all the tithes were. He, too, is 
the bread of faces which ſtands before Jeho- 
vah in heaven always; the bread appointed 
for the ſpiritual prieſthood under the goſpel; 
and he that eateth him ſhall live by him. He 
himſelf, alſo, tells us that he is the bread of 
fe, the bread of God, which came down 
from heaven ; the true manna, the food of 
all the holy nation” of believers, of which 
if a man eat, he fhall live for ever. Thus 
every tithe. of old, in its prophetic or future 5 
ſenſe, meant Jeſus r | 
Concerning this tenth we are told © Tt mall 
return, and it ſhall be caten;“ or rather, it ha- 
ving returned, ſhall be to be eaten, i. e. it is 
1 for this end that it may be eaten as 
the tithes of old were. In order that Chriſt 
might become food for his people, he died, 
was buried, and returned from the grave. 
Now it is his returning from the grave that 
lays a ſufficient foundation for our faith in him 
as our Redeemer. If he had not been able to 
raiſe up himſelf, our faith in him as the princi- 
ple of our reſarreQion is certainly vain. Hence 
he is ſaid to have riſen for our juſtification, 
or to juſtify our faith in him for our own re- 
ſurrection. He is then properly ſaid to have 
returned that he might be eaten, or that he 
B 8 might 
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might be believed on, or become à proper 
object of our faith in him for eternal life. 
Eating in ſcripture, in its myſtical ſenſe, al. 
ways ſignifies believingg. 3 
It is eaſy to underſtand the next clauſe of 
the verſe from what has been ſaid. As the 
Teil tree, and as the Oak, when they caſt their 
leaves, have ſubſtance or juice in themſelves, 
fo the Holy Seed, Chriſt, the tenth believed 
„ „ = ho on, 
Alt is worthy of remark, that gnaſhar in Hebrew, the word 
which in that language ſignifies a tenth, originally denotes riches. 
This points out to us an intereſting inſtruction. The tenth or 
tithe of our goods, was the portion devoted to religious uſes, or 
charitable purpoſes, ſo early as the time of Abraham. This is 
the portion which God required in his law given to Iſrael—a por- 
tion not to be uſed by us, but given to the Lord. Vet this alone 
is called our riches, The tenth is only the rich number. This 
may ſeem ſtrange, if not abſurd, to the friends of this world: 
pet alittle attention will convince us of the propriety of the 
idea. What we uſe, periſhes in the uſing; what we lay by us or 
hoard up, we leave to others, and ſo it is another man's, and not © 
ours; what we give away from a principle of religion and accor- 
ding to its rules, we lend it to the Lord, and have the ſtrongeſt. 
aſſurance of receiving it again. He that hath pity upon the | 
poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will 
he pay him again.” Prov. xix. 17. This is God's Bill for our 
money, Goods or Services. Our Lord alſo aſſures us, that if we 
give but a cup of cold water, to a diſciple, in the name of a diſci- 
ple, it ſhall have a reward. With what propriety, then, does 
Paul call giving our goods for religious purpoſes a © laying by us 
in ſtore,” 1 Cor. xvi. 2. And again, © laying up for ourſelves a 
good foundation” (a good ſtock) © againſt the time to come.” 
1 Tim. vi. 18. 19, This then, is our proper riches, which we 
ſhall aſſuredly enjoy. We have God's bill for the whole, and he 
will repay it with full intereſt. The tenth, or what we give to 
the Lord, then, is ſtill the rich number. This alone we kay up 


„ Ws" 
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z for ourſelves, and not for another. Hence, alluding to this ſenſe 7 
of the word, Paul calls the charitable, rich in good works. What 
we lay out on human ſecurities, and do not enjoy, is laid out for 

another, nor is it certain, as the beſt human ſecurity may fail: IJ 
But what we ge out on the divine bond, we lay it out for our= © 
ſelves ; and ohr enjoyment of it is infallibly certain. 
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on, ſhall be the ſubſtance of Jeruſakem,”? 
The holy city is often called a tree, EZ. chap. 
3 xvii. xix. And God frequently foretold that 
7 ſhe ſhould © wither in all the leaves of her 


ſpring,” or ſhe ſhould loſe her children. 

Now eat this time, Jeruſalem was beginning 
to wither like a tree at the fall of the leaf, 
and ere the end of that generation, her peo- 
ple were © removed far away, and then there 


Was a great forſaking in the midſt of the 


land,” Vet at that very time Chriſt came, 


| who became the bread, the ſupport of life at 


Jeruſalem, and is ſtill and ſhall be for ever 
the ſole ſupport of the church. Chriſt is in 
us the hope of glory, the ſupport of our 
ſouls, amid the ſevereſt winter we can feel 
below; and even when death ſtrips us of all 
our glory, as the winter-blaſt robs the foreſt 
of its leafy honours, Chriſt will be in our ve⸗ 
ry bodies as the principle of the reſurrection, 
and even in the grave we ſhall know that he 


is to us © the reſurrection and the life.“ We 


can now ſay of this body, «There is hope 
of this tree, that if it be cut down, it will 
ſprout again,“ for the virtue of the ſpirit of 
the new man in it, will be the power of its 
reſurrection. When like the Oak, we ſhall 
ſhed our leaves and decay, Chriſt ſhall be 

our ſubſtance, and by his influence we ſhall 

revive and flouriſh” for ever in the courts of 


our God, As the ſap in the tree, during 


B 2 the 
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the winter, is the principle of its vegetation 
when the ſpring arrives, fo he that eateth 
Chriſt's fleſh, and drinks his blood, Chriſt ; 
dwells in him, and he will raiſe him up at 
the laſt day, the day which ſhall revive * the 


trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, 
that he may be glorified.” 


The word and ſpirit of Chriſt dwell i in us, | 
and are the nouriſhment of Chriſtians. Thus 
they are called the © Holy Seed” alfa, being 
members of Chriſt's body. Theſe are ſtill 3 
in the church, and are the fubſtance of it, 
and of the earth itſelf, which ſtands on their 
account, as a theatre for the diſplay of grace 
and redeeming love. The apoſtles, howe- | 
ver, next to their maſter, are here pointed 

at, as theſe were the ſubſtance of Jeruſalem, # 

when ſhe ſeemed like a withered ſhrub, blaſt- 
ed by the male volence of the Roman army. 
Theſe are the holy ſeed which dwell and 
grow in their doctrines and ſpirit in the 


Church ſtill. 


The beſt things are often unnoticed and 1 


deſp ſed. The words of Chriſt were diſre- 


ee by the Jews, and his goſpel ſeemed 


to them the moſt contemptible thing. Vet 
this was the life of the church, when ſhe was 
not only faded, but almoſt totally cut down. 
The power of this truth, appeared to fleep in- 


deed for a time, like the ſap of a tree in 


winter, but when the breath of the goſpel- 
ſpring 
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| ſpring came, in the Holy Spirit ſent down 
from heaven, inſtantly it was rouſed to ac- 
Y ws and exerted itſelf with ſo much vigour, 


that the decayed tree was ſoon cloathed with 
more and freſher leaves, and extended her 
branches wider than ever before. She bud- 


ded, ſhe bloſſomed, and filled the face of the 


world with fruit. So far are God's ways a- 
bove our 1 and his thoughts above our 


2 thoughts! 


As the conduct of Providence, towards the 
Jews, has been all along peculiar, ſo the in- 


tention of placing them in that peculiar ſitu- 


ation, and of that amazing chain of events 
which have befallen them is aſtoniſhing. This 
earth has been frequently viewed under the 
notion of a huge animal body, whoſe ſeas, 
rivers, c. correſpond to the blood' veſſels 
of an animal, which connected together, ei- 
ther by difcernible or ſecret communications, 
diffuſe their contents through the whole maſs, 
to ſubſerve the purpoſes of nutrition, vege- 
tation, Oc. The ſcripture ſeems to exhibit 
the moral world in the ſame light. The 
heart is the ſource of motion, from whence 
the blood and other juices are conveyed by 


innumerable canals through the whole body. 


Jeruſalem was placed in the midſt of the 
earth, and from her proceeded all the true 


knowledge of God, which was to be found 


in the various nations around her, b before the 
incarnation 
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incarnation: of the Saviour. The heart, too, | 
; animated before the other parts of the bo- 
dy. It is the ſeat of life, from whence its | 

influences are diffuſed through the whole ſyſ- | 4 

tem. Our ſpiritual life, in the ſame manner, 
comes through the Jews. Chriſt our life 
ſprang from the Jews, and his goſpel which 4 

is ſpirit and life, beginning at Jerufalem, cir- 
culated through all the world, conveying | 
health, nutrition, vigour and joy to all the | 
nations. The head itſelf is indebted to the 
heart, and. performs its functions with a viva- 
city and preciſion, proportionable to the briſk- 2 
neſs and regularity of the animal fluids, to 
propel which 1s the buſineſs of the heart. | 
Zo the blood of Calvary, and the ſpirit of 


Lion, are a ſpirit of animation even in heaven 


itſelf, the head of the moral world. When 
Jeſus aſcended to heaven in his blood and 
Ipirit, the life of the world, he filled the glo- 

rified hoſts and ſuperior intelligences, with | 
clearer ideas and warmer joys, than e*er they 
knew before, and {till che ſalvation of Calva- 
ry is the ſpirit of their ſongs. Archangels 
themſelves are. indebted to Jerufalem, as the 
vehicle of their bliſs. Moreover, the heart 
conveys its Juices by means of ſome princi- 
pal veſſels called arteries; and the goſpel the 
preaching of the blood and ſpirit of Jeſus, 


was communicated through the apoſtles to all 


the world, Thus they were the principal ar- 
teries 
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teries of the new man, and their writings 


fubſerve the ſame purpoſe to this day. I 


may add, that as the return of the blood to 
the heart, ſerves to renew and continue ani- 
mal life and motion, ſo when the goſpel re- 


turns to Jeruſalem, the apoſtle tells us, it 
ſhall be as life from the dead. Rom. xi. 15. 
So ſtrong is the analogy between the old and 


new man, the world of nature, and that of 


grace; and ſo true is this aſſertion Ihe ho- 
1 ſced of the Jews ſhall be the ſubſtance w_ 


f life of the earth! 
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MATT. v. 33. 34. 


1 have heard that it hath been ſaid by them of 


old time, Thou ſhalt not forfwear thyſelf, but 
ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine Oaths. But 
I jay unto you, ſwear not at all, & e. 


| TRR are two principal rules for ex- 


plaining any part of ſcripture We muſt 
confult the context, ſo that the explication 
may agree with it ; and we muſt not make 


one text oppoſe. another, ſince all the parts 
of ſcripture muſt harmonize. Let us apply. | 


theſe to the text before us. 
If we ſhall explain it with the Quakers as 
a prohibition of every kind of oath, we muſt 


oppoſe. 
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oppoſe Chriſt to himſelf, who gave his oath 
before the High-Prieſt, when it was admini- 
ſtered to him according to the Jewiſh form, 


Matt, xxvi. 63. 64. I adjure you, or I make 
ou ſwear by the living God, whether thou 

8 he the Chriſt the Son of God. Jeſus ſaid to 
him, thou haſt ſaid, or Iam. Mark xiv. 61. 62. 
We mult alſo oppoſe Chriſt to Paul, who, on 
a variety of important occaſions, takes God 
to witneſs to the truth of what he ſays, Rom. 


br. 1. Gal. i. 20. 2 Cor, i. 23. This is at 
leaſt the ſubſtance of an oath. In Heb. vi. 


16. he evidently ſpeaks of an oath among f 
men, as the end of ſtrife, with approbation, 34 
ſince he tells us at the ſame time, that in like 


manner, God willing to ſhew to the heirs of 
promiſe, the immutability of his counſel, hath 
Jo evade theſe 
arguments, Barclay, the famous apologiſt for 


the Quakers, tells us, that if Paul ſwore, he 
finned; and gives Paul the lie in the moſt ! 
direct manner, by aſſerting that God never 
ſwore an oath ; while Paul avers, that God 


ſwore by himſelf, and confirmed his promiſe 


by an oath, So directly does the ſpirit in the 


Wuakers, contradict the ſpirit ſpeaking in 
Paul! Vet this is no wonder, ſince it contra- 
dicts itſelf. Barclay admits, that an oath con- 
fiſts in taking God to witneſs, that what we 


ſay is truth; and owns, that on occaſion, in 


matters of great moment, the Quakers have 
ſaid, 
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faid, We ſpeak the truth in the fear of God, and 


before him, who is cur witneſs and the fearcher 
of our hearts. This is certainly an oath, ac- 
cording. to his own definition of one; yet 
at the ſame HO he'1s arguing n Ant 
kind of oath. 

Vet there weſt be a ſenſe, i in dich (wear: 
ing is unlawful, ſince our Saviour ſays ex- 
preſsly, ſwear not at all; and James has re- 
peated the prohibition with redoubled ferven- 


cy, Chap. V. 12. Above all things, my 


brethren, ſwear not, neither by heaven, nor 


any other oath,” Ke. The common opinion 
ol interpreters. is, that our Lord here prohi- 


bits ſwearing in ordinary converſation, but 
this makes the text diſagree with the con- 


text. It is evident, that the ſwearing pro- 


hibited in verſe 34. is that which is faid to 


2 have been commanded: of old time, in verſe 


33. Now every one muſt admit, that pro- 
fane ſwearing, or ſwearing in common talk, 

and on trivial occaſions, never was injoined 
by God, nor even by any pretended oral tra- 
dition. Others think, that our Saviour for- 
bids ſwearing by any but God alone, as the 
Jews were commanded to {wear by his name. 


Swear not by heaven, earth, &c. that is, fay 


they, iwear by God only, and not by any 
creature.. But this is expreſsly oppoſite to 


| Chriſt's! own explanation, Matt. xxiii. 22. 
46 Wholo ſweareth by heaven, ſweareth by 


the 
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| thereon.” * 
by heaven, is to prohibit ſwearmg by God 
himſelf. It alſo contradicts James, who ſays, | 
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the throne of God, and by him that ftteth 1 


33 


Conſequently to prohibit ſwearing 


ſwear not at all, neither by heaven, for it is 
God's throne, nor by any other oath. Nor 


does it agree with the context, ſince the | 
{ſwearing mentioned, verſe 33, and prohibited | 
verle 34, is ſwearing oaths to the Lord and | 
not ſwearing by creatures. 


'To underſtand this prohibition, then, it 


is neceſſary to obſerve, iſt, That this whole 


ſermon is intended, to rect the conduct of 


Chriſt's diſciples, as members of his church 
and ſubjects of his kingdom; 2d, The oaths 
here forbidden, are not oaths among men, as 


ſubjects of the civil ſtate, for ending ſtrife 


in civil life. Chriſt never came to alter the 
political conſtitutions of the kingdoms of 
this world. The oaths intended are plainly ! 


theſe mentioned in verſe 33. Oaths or vows 
made to the Lord, in which people ſwear to 


do ſomething religious, or to devote ſome- | 
thing to the Lord; as is clear from the words 


themſelves, << Thou ſhalt perform to the 


Lord thine oaths.” Religious oaths or vows, | 
are obviouſly here meant, as theſe only can 


be performed to the Lord, An oath for end- 
ing " rife, is a declaration, wherein we take 
God to witneſs, that what we aver is truth. 


Now EE this declaration be ſworn by | 


God, 
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God, yet it cannot be performed to God; 


as herein we engage to perform nothing, but 


only declare in the moſt ſolemn manner what 
we ſaw or heard, ſpoke or did. Even the 
Oaths of allegiance; Sc. adminiſtered by 
the Magiſtrate to perſons entruſted with of- 
fices in the ſtate, are only oaths wherein we 
engage to do ſomething for men, and ſo are 
oaths among men, or civil oaths. Theſe are 
not the oaths prohibited by Jeſus ;” and fo 
there is no contradiction between Paul and 
his maſter *. _ 

The ſenſe of the text muſt be limited: by 
the context; and that the oaths in verſe 33. 
are religious vows, is not only plain from 
what has been already faid, but alſo from 


J the portion of ſcripture, which our Lord has 
in his eye on this occaſion. 


It 18 allowed 
that he refers to Deut. xxiii. 21. 22. 23. 
«© When thou ſhalt vow a vow unto the Lord 
thy God, thou ſhalt not ſlack to pay it.“ c. 


Now 
I know it had been ſaid, That ; a perſon is ſaid to pay bis Oath 
to the Lord, when he fulfils a promiſe confirmed by an Oath; 
becauſe he that calls God to Witneſs, does not ſo much oblige 
himſelf to the party he makes a promiſe to, as to God. So 
Joſhua adhered to the promiſes he made to the Gibeonites; not 
for the ſake of the Gibeonites, who had deceived him, but becauſe 
of the obligation he was under to God, to whom he had appeal- 
ed as witneſs, in making a covenant with that people. Joſh. ix. 
19. The Heathens underſtood an oath in the ſame light. Thus 
Locrates ad Demonicum ſays, © Firſt worſhip the Deity, not only 
by offering- ſacrifices, but by keeping your oaths.” If the oaths 
in the paſſage before us, be taken in this latitude, then all pro- 
mifſory oaths, whether civil or religions, are unlawful under the 
goſpel. This, however, militates nothing againſt giving our teſ- 
timony upon oath for putting an end to ſtrife; or in other words, 
t t does not condemn affertotory oaths. 


LY 
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Now nothing can be more evident, than that 
the oaths in theſe verſes, are vows made to 


the Lord, even free-will offerings, and con- 1 
ſequently, were to be performed to the Lord, 


as in verſe 23. That which is gone out of 
thy lips, thou ſhalt keep and perform, even a 
free-will offering, according as thou haſſ vow- 
ed unto the Lord thy God,” c. A vow is 


2 promiſe by oath to ali the ſoul, or to 


perform ſome part of ſervice, or to devote 


ſome part of our time or woridly goods to 
God, in gratitude for ſome worldly bleſſing. 


Such are the vows related, Numb. xxx. and 
Lev. xxvii.; and ſuch were the vows of Ja- 


tremely common in our Saviour's day, as 


appears from Matt. xv. and xxiii. chapters; 
and they were alſo uſed to ſublerve the vileſt 


purpoſes. 
All theſe are xmas aboliſhed by the 


ſation. 


cob, Hannah, Tc. Such vows were ex- | 


RN 
3 


Lord, as inconſiſtent with the golpe] diſpene- ; 


All the free-will offerings which the goſpti 
requires, muſt be the gifts of the heart. Love 
to Chriſt, who loved us, muſt influence us 

to all obedience, without the unavailing car- 


nal aid of oaths and vows. If we give or 
do any thing in religion, becauſe of our oaths 


and vows, Chriſt regards it not. All our of- 
ferings muſt be the reſult of the love of God, 
the alone chriſtian motive conſtraining to 
Soo 


— 
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good works: and where love is wanting, 
neither oaths nor vows can bind. Chriſtia- 
nity is love, Accordingly Paul tells us what 
offerings we mult offer under the goſpel, 
zom. Xii. 1. 2 Cor. viii. and ix. chapters, 
Heb. xii. 15. 16. but he no where deſires 
us to offer theſe by vowing or ſwearing: nor 
in the whole New "Teſtament do we read of 
any ſwearing or vowing to the Lord. Paul, 
indeed, vowed, but not according to the go- 
ſpel, as he therein conformed himſelf to the 
Jewith ritual, and ſuffered for it. 

Vowing was an ordinance of the ceremo- 
nial law. Had it been moral, it would have 
been a fin not to vow: whereas the Law faid, 
„If you forbear to vow, it ſhall not be fin 
in you.” Hence the Son of Man, as Lord of 
the ritual ſyſtem, has expreſsly aboliſhed it. 

In baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, indeed, 
we declare our belief in, and ſatisfaction with 
the covenant ſealed with the blood of Jeſus, 
and profeſs our reſolution to perform the 
love-obligations, which this covenant Jays us 
under. But this is quite diſtin& from the 


vowing mentioned in the verſes under review. 
In theſe erdinances we come under no new 


obligations; but we come there to ſee the 
cords wherewith God has bound. us, and to 
declare our cheerful acquieicence in them, 
ſeeking at the ſame time, to find their more 


forcible impreſſions ' on our ſouls. In theſe 
. CG We 
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we ſee the Love of Chriſt mo! warmly ex- 


hibited, and if this do not bind us to God, | 
we dare not uſe any other bonds to bind our 
Touls. For although it was ſaid of old time, | 
Thou ſhalt perform your vows to the Lord; | 


yet Jeſus ſays now, © Vow not at all.” 


But let your communication be yea, yea, and 
nay, nay. If we muſt not ſwear at all as, Chri- 


ſtians, or in our religious intercourſe with 
one another, it may be aſked, how then mall 


we confirm our words, when called to give 
any declaration, of importance, ſo that our | 
brethren in the church may have the ſtrong- 
eſt aſſurance of the truth of what we lay? | 
Our Saviour anſwers, let your communica- | 
tion be Yea, Yea, Sc. The repetition of | 
the ſame words at the ſame time, is conſider | 
ed in ſcripture, as the moſt ſolemn aſſevera- 
tion of the truth of what is ſ-oken, | Thus | 


in Gen. xli. 32. God's intimating a thing 


twice, is explained as ſignifying his unaltera- 
ble determination to bring it to paſs. Alſo, | 
when God declares his. intention of taking 


the kingdom from Belſhazzar, as unalterably 
fixed, he confirms it by a repetition. of the 
ſame . mene, mene; It is numbered, it 


it is numbered. The days of your reign are 
numbered, and this is the laſt day of the 


fam. When David would ſhew the certain- 


ty of this Truth, God is powerful, he ſays 


* Twice have I heard this, Power belong- 
eth 
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eth unto God.” Moreover, when Jeſus him- 


ſelf, the perfect pattern of Chriſtians, would 


confirm any aſſertion, ſo that we may have 
the higheſt poſſible aſſurance of the truth of 

it, he does not ſwear by any oath, but re- 
peats the word verily, Jo. v. 19. 24. 25. vi. 

47. 53. Oc. So when he ſpeaks of himfelf as 
a witneſs, he calls himfelf the amen, 1. e. ve- 
rily, becauſe he confirmed his teſtimony by 
repeating the word amen, or verily. Inc this 
he has commanded us to imitate him. Con- 


firm your teſtimony, fays he, not by an oath, 


but by a folemn repetition of your Yea or 
Nay. 3888 

Chriſtians, then, in all church concerns, 
mult reſt upon the doubled Yea or Nay of 
their brethren, even in matters of the great- 
eſt importance. And, indeed, if we cannot 
truſt the ſolemn averment of any man, he 
ought not to be reckoned a brother in Chriſt 
at all; as it would argue the grofleſt uncha- 
ritablenefs, to doubt the truth of what is at- 
teſted in ſo ſolemn a manner, by thoſe whom 
we conſider as of the truth, having the truth 
of Chriſt dwelling in them. If we find that 
any perſon has concealed a lie under his Vea 
or Nay, we cannot account him any more as 
x brother. At the mouth of two or three 
witneſſes, ſolemnly giving their Yea, Vea, e- 
very thing is to be eſtabliſhed among Chriſt's | 
diſciples 3 and whatever is added in Church 

| C 2 concerns, 
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concerns, cometh of the evil one,“ who 

ſows the ſeeds of jealouſy. in the minds of | 
brethren, from whence ſpring. contentions, 
and every evil work. 
The above view of this paſſage lets us ſees 
the miſtake of thoſe, who think that our 
Lord only directs us, in this text, with re- 
gard to our demeanour in common converſa- 
tion, our Saviour himſelf, never doubled hie 
afſeveration, but in matters of great import- 
ance. Does not this fay, that we ſhould only 
do the ſame on ſimilar occaſions ? It would be 
ridiculous to repeat our Yea. and Nay in all 
the trilling occurrences, which furniſh mate- 
Tials for the common converſation of life, 
: roper to obſerve here, that nothing in 
the above view of this text, militates againlt. 
the adminiſtration of oaths in national church 
courts. Whatever reſpect individuals in theſe Z 
courts may entertain tor the laws of Chriſt, 
yet every ſenſible man among them admits, 
that the courts. themſelves as fuch derive 
all their-authority from the civil magiſtrate, . 
and confequently they muſt ſquare their con- 
duct by the rules he preſcribes for them. In 
this caſe, oaths m them come under. the de- | 
ſerigtion of civil oaths; - 
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an Oath, among men for ending ſtrife : yet 
as a member of the civil ſtate, I would hum- 
bly offer my opinion on that head. Oaths 
| taken: 


As a Chriſtian, then, I cannot condemn | 
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taken on trifling occaſions, or too frequently 


repeated, are undoubtedly ſinful; and in a- 
ny caſe whatever are generally of little real 


importance. An honeſt man will ſpeak the 


truth without an oath, while a knave will 
fwear a lie. The adminiſtration of oaths, 
then, multiplies occaſions of ſin. When 
thou believeſt that a man will not ſpeak the 


truth,” ſays Chryſoſtom, © for what end wilt 
; thou. force him to [wear * _ 


OBSERVATION I. 
' GEN. ii. 8. 


And 1 heard the voice of the Lord God : 
walking i in the garden in the cool of the day. 


| CO. TATORS ſeem to agree, that 


the phraſe © Cool of the day” denotes 
the time or hour of the day, in which Jehovah 
made his appearance to Adam. This ſeems, 
e to be a miſtake, as this phraſe 

is no where uſed in Scripture, to expreſs 
any part of time whatſoever. If we conſult 


the original text, all is clear. It reads thus: 
Adam heard the ſound of Jehovah God walk- 
$ 3ng in the garden upon the wind of the day, 


Se. 


It 1s a from ſcripture, a 3 


| the 1 80 the an viſible God, appeared to 
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man does with his friend. 
A atterwards, in all the ages, previous to his in- 
carnation, Jehovah ſeems to have made the 
ſound or ruſhing of wind, the viſible 
of his appearance. 
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Adam, ſo ſoon as he was created, and on 
many after occaſions. Adam heard his voice, 


and held familiar converſation with him, as a 


approach to Job xxxviii. 1. 


he knew it was the found of Jehovah going 
out to deſtroy his enemies. 


a ruſhing mighty wind. Acts xxi. 2. Hence 


God is ſaid to walk upon the wings of the 
wind, and to make the clouds his chariot. 


Now as this was the uſual 'token, whereby 


Adam knew the approach of his Maker, fo 


ſoon as he heard the ſound of wind, iſſuing 


from a cloud walking among the trees of E- 
den, he was apprized of the approach of the 
offended Jehovah ; and alarmed by his fears, 


the attendants on guilt, he ran to hide him- 


Then, and ever 


fymbol 
1 hus he announced his 


He anſwered. 
him out of the whirlwind, and aid, Ae. 


So he appeared to Ezekiel in the viſion; chap. 
1, 4. This allo was the ſign. whereby David 
knew, that Jehovah was gone out 3 
him to ſmite the hoſt of the Philiſtines, 1 
Chron. xiv. 15. When he heard the ad 
of a ruſhing on the tops of the mulberry trecs, 


And as this had 4 
always been the ſign of the approaching 
deity, the coming of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
the Apoſtles, was announced in the found of 


ſelf - 
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elf from the divine preſence, among the | 


A hickets of the garden. | 


The firſt ages of the church, were ages of 


igure: all the divine difpenſations, and In- 


ſtitutions, prefigured better things to come. 
God ſeems to have choſen a cloud, or wind, 


#5 the vehicle of conveying his voice, or the 
nti mation of his will to our fathers, to ex- 


preſs the manner, in which he intended to ut- 
ter his voice in © the ages to come.“ The 
goſpel is the voice of God to us, and the 


Holy Spirit is the wind of the goſpel- day. ; 
EF Accordingly the word: is ſaid to come, not in 
word only, but in the Holy Ghoſt, who gives 
much aſſurance, or as a certain token of the 


preſence of God, as the cloud or wind afford- 


ed of old. Hereby we know that he abides 
in us, by the ſpirit which he has given us. 
When he came on the apoſtles, he came in 
the ſound of a ruſhing NT wind. 


OBSERVATION V. 


Jos xxxvii. 22. 


Tair weather comes out of the north: with Cad 


is terrible majeſty. 


HAT this text is miſrendered, will ap- 
pear probable by a very little attention 


to the laſt clauſe of the verſe. If the firſt 
dlauſe 
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clauſe be properly tranflated, Fair Weather 


comes out of the North; it is impoſſible to 


ſce the connection, between Fair Weather 
and Terrible Majeſty. God is dreadful in tlie 
ſtorms, but his benevolence is diſplayed in 


the amiableneſs of the ſun-ſhine, or in fair 
weather. But the propriety of this reflection, 
will immediately appear, by looking into the 
original. The word rendered fair weather, 
ſignifies Splendor, Glory, or ſuch a bright- : 


neſs, as always gilded the cloud of the divine 
preſence. And that this was really the ob- 
ject, which gave riſe to the ſtriking remarks 
made by Elihu, in this and the following ver- 


fes, is certain from the firſt verſe of the next 
chapter; „»The Lord anſwered Job out of 
the whirlwind, and ſaid.” The whirlwind, or e 
the cloud infolding 2700 Was evidently the 4. 
Shechinah. See EZ. This cloud was 8 
approaching, while Elihu was making his e- 
legant ſpeech, and afforded him a new topic 
of eloquence. Accordingly, ſo ſoon as he 
ſaw the approaching Deity, he celebrates his 
praiſes in the following appoſite manner: 


„ The Shechinah comes out of the north: 


with God is terrible majeſty. Touching the 


Almighty, we cannot find him out: he is 
excellent in power, and in judgment, and 


in plenty of juſtice : he will not afflict. Men 


do therefore fear him: he reſpecteth not a- 


ny that are wiſe in heart.“ As he uttered 


theſe 
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er theſe words, Jehovah himſelf draws nigh, 
to and anſwers from the cloud of his terrible 
er majeſty, as in the following chapters. 

he It deſerves our notice, that when the She- 
in} chinah made its occaſional appearances, it u- 
air Wiually came from the North. Elihu men- 
'n, tions this as an uſual circumſtance of its ap- 
he proach. The Shechinah comes out of the 
er, Morth. And as a corroborating evidence of 
-Ithe truth of this, when Ezekiel ſaw this ſym- 
bol of Deity in vifion, he beheld: it advan- 
cing from the north, chap, i. 4. © I looked, 


north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding it- 
elf, anda brightneſs was about it,“ or ſuch 
of a ſplendor or golden colour, as Elihu faw 
; Or on | the befor e- mentioned occaſion, As E- 
the Ezekiel ſaw in viſien the appearance of the 
was Shechinah in the ſame form, in which it was 
se- Ween in reality, it is probable he ſaw it alſo. 
pic coming from the ſame airth, from which it 
he uſually made its advances. The Man Chriſt 
his Weſus is now become our true Shechinah. In 
er : him the god-head dwells in all its fullneſs, 
th: and he is inveſted with that divine ſplendor 
the Fwhich ſhone in the pillar of the cloud, and fire 


e is pf old, while the Son appeared in the ſorm of 
and God. We beheld his glory, ſays John, the 

Men glory as of the only begotten of the father: 

ot a- Peing made fleſh he dwelt among us, full of 

13 Trace and truth. Now Jeſus came from Na- 

heſe 


Zareth 


and behold a whirlwind came out of the 5 
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zareth of Galilee, a country ſituated north- 
ward from Jeruſalem. From hence he came 
to Jeruſalem, in God's great name to ſave us; 
that the Jews might ſee the truth- of that an- 
tient figure, the true Shechinah, the bright- 
nels of the father” $ glory, coming out of the 
north. 
Wie may obſerve too, that as the cloud of 
ö the divine glory came from the north, ſo, 
when it left its reſidence in Jeruſalem, it re- 
turned to heaven by the eaſt, Ez. xi. 23. It 
ſtood upon the mountain, which is on the 
ceeaſt fide of the City, i. e. the mount of Ohves. 
The New Teſtament alſo opens up this my- 
ſtery, When Jeſus left Jeruſalem, after he 
had been deſpiſed and rejected of men, his 
feet ſtood upon the mount of Olives ; and as 
he bleſſed his diſciples, he was parted from 
them, and was carried up into enten. 


OBSERVATION VI 


x Noz. Xix. 


Aud a man that is clean, ſhall bes up the 


_ aſhes of the heifer, &c. 


K e the ceremony of burning the red 
| heifer was intended to prefigure the death 
of the Saviour, is ſufficiently confirmed by the 


authority of the apoſtle, writing to the He- 


brews, 
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Grown chap. xili. 11. 12.; and that its at- 
tendant circumſtances were no leſs figurative 
than the ſacrifice itſelf, ſeems equally clear 
from the fame authority. As the 29 5 Was 
burnt without the camp, ſo the apoſtle aſſures 
us, it behoved Jeſus to ſuffer without the 
gate of the Holy City. The emblematical 
intention of many ſuch circumſtances, have 
been pointed out by our writers on myſtery. 
The following, however, ſeem to have eſca- 
ped their attention. In the verſe under con- 
ſideration, God appoints a man that is clean, 


to remove the aſhes of the burnt heifer, and 
to lay them up in a clean place, without the 
camp. The myſtical deſign of theſe circum- 
ſtances, is very exactly marked by John the 


evangeliſt, chap. xix. 38.—42. Joſeph of 
Arimathea was the clean man, i. e. clear from 
the guilt of ſhedding innocent blood; nor 
had Nicodemus conſented to the death of 
Jeſus. Theſe took the aſhes of the great ſa- 
crifice, the body of Jeſus, and laid it n a 
new tomb, wherein no man had been yet 
laid. As the ſews reckoned every thing de- 


filled, that had been ſo much as touched by 
the bones of a dead man, this tomb would 


be called clean in their diale&, as no corpſe 


had been hitherto laid 4 in it, And that the 


antitype might fully correſpond to the type, 

the garden, in which this new tomb was, lay 

without the city, upon Calvary, the ſcene of 
our 
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our Saviour's crucifixion. Here were theſe le 
aſhes laid up, which ſtill remain as the only 


1 
ee purification for ſin,” when ſprinkled on the 
conſcience in © the waſhing of regeneration, Ib 
and the renewing g of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 1 

| t! 
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And . made his grave with the wicked, and F 
with the rich in his death. * 


Tur gn clauſe of this verſe, ſeems te befſh 
miſrendered, as the ſenſe it bears in our]. 
verſion, by no means agrees with the laſt clauſeſn 
of the le nor can it be reconciled withfri 
the hiſtory of our Saviour's burial, to which 
event it has an obvious reference. The laſt 
clauſe gives the reaſon why he made his graveſſh 
with the wicked, namely, 'becauſe he had}; 
done no violenee, neither was guile found in 
his mouth. This is certainly abſurd ; ſince 
his innocence and integrity, rather furniſh al 
reaſon for his being buried among the right- 
eous. Accordingly, it was a puniſhment in- Au. 
flicted upon the wicked kings of Judea, that i= 
they were not buried in \ ſepulchres of:. 
the kings of iſrael. 2 Chron. xxviii. 27. 
Whereas here it is ſaid, that he ſhall have a 
grave among the wicked, becauſe he is right- 
: I eous. 


le edu. 
us, that he did not make his grave either 
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Again, the New Teſtament inform 


with the righteous, or the wicked, as he was 


buried in a new tomb, where never man had 


lyen. 


But conſulting the Hebrew, the true 


tranſlation will appear as follows: 
Even the wicked ſhall give him a grave; 


and the rich in his death. 


Reading it thus, 


it is conſiſtent with the hiſtory of the event, 


and with the laſt clauſe of the verſe. 
Pilate, that wicked and tyrannical governor, 


"Por 


convinced of our Lord's innocence, gave him 
a grave, or allowed him to be-decently and 
honourably-interred. After which the rich 
Joſeph of Arimathea, buried him in his own 
new tomb. Thus both the wicked and the 
rich agreed to give him a grave, and that for 
the reaſon mentioned in the end of the verſe, 
becauſe they were both convinced, that he 
had done no violence neither was guile found 


m his mouth. 1 


D © OBSERVATION 


The Hebrew 1 knows, that although ath be l 
che ſign of the accuſative, - yet it is ſometimes prefixed to the no- 


minative ; as in Jer. xxxviii. 16. 
the nominative in this text. 
lar number, but ſo is the noun rendered rich ; 


It ſeems alla to be a ſign of 
The verb, indeed, is in the f. 
nd although the 


noun rſgnim be in the plural, yet one perſon only, even Pilate, 
18 denten thereby. 


ingu- 
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OBSERVATION vim. 


T ſaw by night, and behold a man riding hon a 
red horſe, and he ſtood among the myrile trees, 
hat were in the bottom, and behind him were 
there red horſes, ſpeckled and white, 


I. iS univerſally allowed, that the man in the 
_ * viſton, riding upon a red horſe, repre- 
ſented the Son of God, the great King of II- 
rael, who is here conſidered, as refreſhing 


himſelf and his hoſt, among the myrtle trees, 


after he had defeated the Babylonians, when 
Ye rode upon his horſes and chariots of Sal- 
vation.“ Red, almoſt in all nations, is an em- 
blem of war, as Mhite is of peace. Now, I 
think, it deſerves obſervation, that this migh- 
ty Redeemer, the Son of God, although King 
of the church in all ages, yet under the law, 
he is always repreſented as riding a red horſe; 
whereas, under the goſpel, he 1s ſaid to be 
mounted on a white horſe, and equipped in 
a manner very different from that, in which 
he judged and made war among the Iſraelites. 
© ſaw heaven opened,“ ſays John, Rev. xix. 
11. and behold a Site hacks. and he that 
fat upon him was called faithfull and true.“ 

Sc. lee alſo Rev. vi. 2. There mult certain- 


ly 
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ty be a reaſon for all this; let us now try to 


End it out. 


During the law diſpenfation, the Holy One 
of Iſrael, preſided over the people as a nation. 
To them he gave laws, ſtatutes, and judg- 
ments, and ſuperintended the execution of 
them in perſon, diſtributing rewards and pu- 
niſhments after the manner of Kings, while 


he reſided among them in a palace, which he 


filled with vifible emblems of his preſence. - 
As a King, he alfo took the lead in matters 
of war and peace; yea frequently he fought 
their battles for them, while they ſtood idle, 


and amazed ſpectators. Now, as he was their 


national King, nothing can be more proper, 
than to repreſent him, as in this viſion, as 
riding at the head of their armies, while his 
hoſts foJow their leader, in dutiful obedience. 
„Behind him were red horſes,” Ws. And 
as the enemies of Iſrael, in their national cha- 
racter were fleſh and blood like themſelves, 
without a miracle, they could only be con- 
quered by carnal weapons, or by ſuch inſtru- 
ments of war, as the nations of the world uſe 
in all their hoſtile enterprizes. In this light 


it is proper, that their King ſhould be repre- 
iented, as bearing a ſword of ſteel, or ſuch 
Hike weapons of warfare. Accordingly we find 
him ſo accoutered, Joſh. v. 1 3. Joſhua ſaw our 
Lord, with a ſword drawn in his hand, and 
he aid, * as Captain of the Lord's hoſt am 

22 I 
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I come.“ 


foes, the Canaanites, and therefore he appears 
with a ſword in his hand. Again, as the land 
of Canaan was obtained at firſt, and the poſ- 
ſeſſion of it maintained afterwards, by ſuch a 


ſeries of wars and bloodſhed, it was very fit 
that their King ſhould be repreſented, as ri- 


ding a red horſe, the emblem of war and de- 
ſtruction. Rev. vi. 4. 


But, on the other hand, the golpel is a dif. 


penſation of peace. It has brought in a very 


material, a very important change in the ſtate: 
of things. No more is our Redeemer the na- 
tional king of any people. No nation, ſince the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, has got a ſyſtem of 
civil laws appointed by God, and ſeparating 


them from all other nations. He has not ta- 


ken into his hand, the reins of the government 


of any particular nation, and as he is not their 
national legiſlator, neither does he ſuperintend 


the execution of their national rewards and 
puniſhments. No more is he captain of any 
nation as ſuch, and ſo cannot head them in 


ſhedding the blood of their enemies. His Iſ- 
rael now is a truly holy people, choſen out of 

all nations under heaven. In every nation, 
he that fears God, and works righteouſnels is 
accepted of him. Their enemies are not fleſh 
and blood, for fleſh and blood cannot hurt 

them as chriſtians: : men can only kill the bo- 


"Oh 


ce It was he who made the ſwords of 
the Iſraelites drunk with the blood of their 
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dy, and after that can do no more. Hence, 
as their enemies are of the ſpiritual kind, the 
weapons of their warfare are not carnal, hke 
* of old, but ſpiritual, and mighty on- 
ty through God. DIET: 

Now of this holy nation Chriſt is fill the 
king, But it is ee that he cannot be 
fuch a king as he was to the old Iſrael. Since 
now his kingdom is not of this world, its 
laws, rewards, puniſhments, armour and wars 
cannot be of this world either, as theſe can 
eſtabliſh and protect a kingdom of this world, 
but are not calculated to eſtabliſh that which 
is ſpiritual and heavenly. Accordingly in the 
New Teſtament, this King is repreſented in a 
dreſs and armour, ſuited to the genius of the 
As this nation is ſaved, by 
the preaching of the goſpel, which proclaims 
peace and good-will to men, he is figured A 
riding a white horſe, the ſign of peace, to 
inew his people, that his kingdom conſiſts in 
peace, whereof he is the prince, having ſpoil- 
ed principalities and powers; and to give the 
nations of the world to know, that neither he 
nor his ſubjects will diſturb their tranquillity, 


or ſhed the blood of any of their people. And 


as it is by the word and ſpirit of truth, that 
this holy nation are ſubdued to the obedience 
of faith, and by the ſame inſtrument, all their 
ſpiritual toes are overcome, their king is re- 
preſented as having a ſword ny: out of 
D 3 his 
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his mouth. Rev. xix. 1. c. He is no more 
ſaid to have a ſword in his hand to ſlay men 
as of old, but a ſword in his mouth, even 
- he truth of the goſpel, whereby he lays 
their ignorance and vices. By this he ſmites 
the nations, and captivates the heart to his 
obedience. Chriſtians, war not with fleſh and 
blood, but with ſpiritual wickednefles, and 
| hence their armour is called, the“ armour of 
God,” quite diſtin& from that of fleſh and 
blood. Even the man of ſm is not to be de- 
ſtroyed by carnal weapons, but by © the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt's mouth,“ the ſharp two-edged: 
ſword mentioned Heb. in 14. and by the. 
brightneſs of his coming. 

Again, as the ſubjeQs of this kingdom 
ſhould be like their king; ſo they are ſaid to 
follow him upon white horſes, whereas the ar- 
mies of old Iſrael are repreſented as riding red: 
horſes, as he himſelf did during that diſpen- 
| fation. Some, indeed, are ſaid to be ſpec- 
kled and white; yet theſe are placed in the 
rear behind the red.-horſes; to ſhew that the: 
enemies of Iſrael could only have peace, by: 
ſubmitting themſelves entirely to their yoke. 
Peace, then, was but the conſequence of war 
and victory. Now, however, the Iſrael of. 

God are figured as riding only on white hore 
_ fes, to ſhew that they can only obtain the vic- 
tory by preaching.peace in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
m peace with 10 men: or to teach us 


this 
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ch great leſſon, that although Chriſt uſes 
men in promoting the ſpiritual kingdom, yet 
they muſt not uſe carnal weapons in this 
warfare. They are to war only with the 1g- 
norance and the luſts of men, and not with 
their perſons; and they can only have ſucceſs 
when they preach Chriſt crucified, and have 
their converſation on earth, in ſimplicity, and 
godly. ſincerity. Thus it pleaſes God to ſave 
them that believe. Hence the city or king- 
dom of Chriit is ſaid to be“ low in a low 
place.“ If. xxxil. 18. 19. As ſhe is not ex- 
altedd to places of worldly power and grand- 
eur, her officers are not kings, potentates, 
and rulers of this world, eſtabliſhing her by 
civil laws founded on temporal ſanctions, and 
promoting her intereſts by the force of riches 
and arms—but are the poor of this world, 
weak things, and as chriſtians without earth- 
ly riches and power, hence ſhe is ſaid to be 
low in a low place. Never was there a 
more abſurd thought than that of raiſing 
the Chriſtian Church to the high places of 
this world, or of founding her upon the ci- 
vil and military powers. A church has been 
thus exalted, but never the church of Chriſt. 
It is the church of Antichriſt which is built 
on the ſeven mountains. The church of 
Chriſt ever was, and will be in a low place. 
Her king, however, is in her, and all the 
powers ot. this world cannot hurt her, Even 
when 
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when they pour down the hail of their fu 


ry upon her, her inhabitants © ſhall dwell in 
a peaceable habitation, in ſure dwellings, and: 
in quiet reſting places,“ the © peace of God 


which paſſes all underſtanding keeping their 
hearts and minds.” 


 OBSERV4 TION X. 


REv. xix. 11. hs. 


F 72 heaven opened, and . a white herſe? 
and. he that fat upon hi im was called faithful: 


and true, &c. He was clothed with a vr. 
| frure dipt in blood, And the armies which 


vere in heaven followed | him upon white. 


wt clothed in jine linen, white and clean. 


THEN the fullneſs of time came, the 
Captain of our Salvation changed the 


25 horſe of War and mounted the White 
horſe, the preſage of peace and benevolence . 
to men. But it may appear ſtrange, that he 


ſhould be repreſented as clothed with the 


| garments of blood, even when he appears in 


all the amfoblenoſs of mercy.. Iſaiah ſaw 


him, chap, Ixiii. 1. 2. afar off, coming up 


from his conqueſts in the gloomy. dominions 
of death and the grave, © red in his apparel,” 
__ 2 in the viſion, ſaw him, even in hea- 


© elothed with a veſture my in blood, 


While 
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while all his attendants are arrayed i in white 
garments. There is ſurely a propriety in this 
repreſentation, which may perhaps be illuſ- 
trated by the following thought. 
The blood of the Lamb, or the victory 
which he obtained on Calvary, is that alone 
which can animate all the“ good ſoldiers of 
Chriſt Jeſus.” By an unremitting attention 
to this great” event, they are fired with new 
ardour, © wax valiant in fight, and put to 
flight the armies of the aliens.”* They over- 
come by the blood of the Lamb, and are 
more than conquerors even when the rage of 
battle but begins to burn. In this view it is 
highly proper, that their general ſhould be 
figured as he came from Calvary, red in his 
apparel, when he leads on bis armies to the 
war, as thus they have the blood always be- 
fore them, through faith, in which they can 
only obtain the victory. Hence, even on 
the throne, he appears as a. Lamb that has 
been ſlain ; that ſo his ſubjects may never 
forget to what they owe their ſafety, and at 
what price they are redeemed from the hand 
of the enemy. As it is-by a fixed belief of 
this truth, that they reſiſt the aſſaults of the 
toe, how happily is their leader repreſented 
in the viſion, as riding 1 in full view, clothed 
with a veſture dipt in blood, to remind his 
followers of the love he diſplayed for them in 
ſtaining his-raiment with his own blood, and 
that 
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that of his foes, that they might gain a glort- 
dus victory, being ſtrengthened with all might 
in the inner man, according to the working of 
that mighty power, which wrought in Chriſt, 
when he ſpoiled principalities and powers, 
and triumphed over them on the croſs. 
But ſince the Captain comes with dyed 
garments, why are his followers clothed in 
white? Would it not be more proper for the 
ſervants. to be as their maſter, ſince they as 
well as he, overcome by blood ? A little at- 
tention will thew us the contrary. Chriſt 
died for our fins, or had his apparel ſtained A4 
with blood, that through him, we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God, or be made 
righteous and holy, all our iniquities being. 
removed far from us. Now, white is the 
badge of righteouſneſs, holineſs, or purity. 
Moſt properly, then, the viſion repreſents the 
Hints as clothed in White, becauſe they ob- 
tain the robe of righteouſneſs, through the 
death of the flain lamb, when they follow 
him, can they appear more properly, than in 1 
the robes which he has purchaſed for them? ff. 
By this they declare that their leader has ta- 
bo their filthy garments from them, and 
_ elothed them with change of raiment. If 
they appeared in red, this would ſay they had b 
been at the war, and ſo had their garments ||; 
rolled in blood: but ſince our Lord trode the 
wine-preſs alone, or. ſlew the foe in fingle Ic 
combat, 
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ombat, it is proper that he alone ſhould wear 
the garment of blood. Since he has waihed 


from our fins, in his blood, may we fol- 
ow him now in robes of righteouſneſs, that 
in the world to come we- may be counted 
worthy to“ walk with him in white!“ 


OBSERVATION X. 
Z Eh. ili. 8. 


Hear now, C Foſhua, the high prieſt, 1050 ud 


thy fellows that fit before thee ; Hor they are 


men wondered at, &c. 
FTER the angel m the viſion has pro- 


teſted ane Joſhua's accuſer, he pro- 
ceeds ver. 7. to intimate the deſigns of the 
Judge, to Joſhua and his attendants, rela- 
of the Meſſiah, the great 


tive to the ſending 
object of their expectations. Theſe | import- 
ant news are conveyed in the myſtical lan- 
guage of prophecy, which makes things pre- 
ſent, repreſentations of things to come, and 
expreſſes things heavenly and ſpiritual, by 
images borrowed from things earthly. Hear 
now, O Jolhua, the high- prieſt, and not on- 
ly hear this yourſelf, but all your fellows al- 


ſo who have accompanied you from Babylon, 
and now fit before you after the manner of 


Scholars, and hear the law at your mouth. 
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What concerns all, demands univerſal atten- 
tion, Hear; for behold! I bring forth my 
fervant the Branch, who ſhall riſe like à 
young ſhoot from the decayed root of David. 


But why does the angel ſay that Joſhua and 
his fellows are men wondered at? The com- 


mentators reply, becauſe their neighbours in 


the nations around them, were ſurpriſed to 


ſee them building the city and temple of Je- 
ruſalem. But this anſwer ſeems neither true 


in fact, nor conſiſtent with the context. We 
read of their neighbours hating them on this 


account, and bringing in railing accuſations 
againſt them; for which reaſon they are re- 


preſented in this chapter under the character 


of Satan, ſtanding at the right hand of Jo- 


ſhua to reſiſt him: but we never read. of 
their wondering at them. And indeed, where 
was the wonder of their building the temple, 


when they were armed with all the-authority 


of a royal edict, from the great king of Per- 


ſia for this purpoſe? Beſides, it gives very 


little meaning to the angel's ſpeech. Hear 


this concerning the incarnation of the Meſ- 
kah, for ye are men wondered at! What 


connexion 18 there between their being won- 


dered at, and the incarnation of Jeſus? _ 
But if we look into the original text, we 


will find it reads thus, theſe men are ' figns.?? 

Nov the intention of a ſign is, to-repreſent 
EY diſtin. from itlelf, either pals pre- 
EY ent 


SURTPTURETERTS | 4 


fem; or to como, and fr equently-has the fame 
ſenſe with the word y Not only things, 
put men. and their actions are conſidered in. 


ſeripture as figns or types This is elrar from! 
Ezekiel's prophecies, chap. xi. 
go ant rer 


a pafſage in E 
1-12, God commanded him to 
move the furniture of his houfe from Jerufa. 
lem, in the ſight of all the people and ther- 
to ſay. to- Iſrael, am your ſign,“ that i 4 


as I have done, ſo ſhall'it be done unts * 
Here it is obvious that Ezekieliis! conſidered 


as a-type or figure of the Jews; the ſpotlin 
of his houſe is a 


ing of Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar, b. 


Thus both Ezekiel and his actions are gas 


or emblems to Iſrael. 


In this light the words are Din Herr 
now; O bene and your fellows; becauſe 


ye are types or ſigns of my. ſervant; the 
Branch and his attendants; and your pfeſent 


actions, are emblematical of his future glori- 
ous deeds. 


As Thave brought forth Joſhua, 
te build my temple at this time, ſo will I 
bring forth my ſervant the Branch, who 
ſhall build me a temple; far more magnificent, 
and ſhall: bear the glory. And as ye, the 
foRowers of Joſhua, fit before him in the 
bumble attitude of diſciples, that ye may 
receive inſtruction from him, ſo when m 


great ſervant appears, his Diſciples, ſhall ſit 


| Err n and hear his words; and be all 


E taught 
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What concerns all, demands univerſal atten- 


tion. Hear; for behold ! bring forth my 
ſervant the Branch, who ſhall Hide like a 
young ſhoot from the decayed root of David. 
But why does the angel fay that Joſhua and 
his fellows are men wondered at? The com- 


mentators reply, becauſe their neighbours in 


the nations around them, were ſurpriſed to 
ice them building the city and temple of Je- 
ruſalem. But this anſwer ſeems neither true 
in tact, nor conſiſtent with the context. We 


read of their neighbours hating them on this 
account, and bringing in railing accuſations 
againſt them; for which reaſon they are re- 


reſented in this chapter under the character 


of Satan, ſtanding at the right hand of Jo- 
ſhua to reſiſt him: but we never read. of 


their wondering at them. And indeed, where 


_ was the wonder of their building the temple, 

when they were armed with all the authority 
of a royal edict, from the great king of Per- 
ia for this purpoſe? Beſides, it gives very 


little meaning to the angel's ſpeech. Hear 
this concerning the incarnation of the Meſ- 
ah, for ye are men wondered at! What 
connexion 18 there between their being won- 


dered at, and the incarnation of Jeſus! 


But if we look into the original text, we 
will find it reads thus, * theſe men are  figns.” ; 


Now the intention of a ſign is, to repreſent 
lmething diſtinct from itſelf, either paſt, pre- 


ſent 
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as I have done, 


and ſhall+ bear the glory. 


SURIPTURETERTS) j 


[ Tent; or to come, and frequently has the ſame 


ſenſe with the word y Not only things, 
bur men- and their ackions are confldered: in. 
ſeripture as figns'or types. This is clear from. 
a paſſage in Ezekiel's prophecies; chap. xi. 
1-12, God commanded him topo! artth re 
move the furniture of his houfe from Jerufa/ 
lem, in the ſight of all the people, and ther 
to ſay to Iſrael, am your ſign, ” that is, 
fo ſhall it be done unts you; 
Here it is obvious that Ezekicliis/confidered 
as a type or figure of the Jews; the ſpoiling 
of his houſe is a repreſentation of the ſpoit- 
ing of Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar, b. 
Thus both Ezekiel and his actions are - ſigns 
or emblems to Iſrael. an 

In this light the words ate plain, Hear 
now, O Joſhua, and your fellows; becauſe 
ye are types or. ſigns of my. ſervant, the 
Branch and his attendants, and your preſent 
actions, are emblematical of his future glori- 
ous deeds. As I have brought forth Joſhua, 
to build my temple at this time, ſo will I 
bring forth my ſervant the Branch, who 
ſhall build me a temple; far more magnificent, 
And as ye, the 
followers of Joſhua, fit before him in the 
humble attitude of diſciples, that ye may 
receive inſtruction from him, ſo when my 
great ſervant appears, his Diſciples, ſhall fit 
2 ie leer and hear his words; and be all 


E taught 
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taught of God. Thus“ you men are ſigns”? 


Again, as the foundation-ſtone of the temple | 
is laid in the preſence of Joſhua, ver. 9. with 
ſeven eyes engraven upon it, ſo my ſervant 
Jeſus ſhall lay the foundation of the ſpiritual | 


temple in himſelf, his actions and doctrines, 
and will carve. the carvings, or engrave the 


engraved work. thereof, when it ſhall pleaſe 


me to bruiſe him, and to put him to grief. 
Thus your actions are ſigns alſo. a 
Seven eyes are ſaid to be engraven on 
Chriſt our foundation-ſtone, with alluſion to 
the ſtones of the temple of old, which were 
engraven with carved cherubims, full of eyes 
round about, 1 Kings, vi. 29. Now, eyes in 
the myſtic ſenſe, denote. prudence, wiſdom, 
 forefight, Wc. as is plain from Solomon's 
words, © a wiſe man's eyes are in his head;“ 
he looks before him, ſees the events and if. 


ſues of things, and conducts himſelf with 


prudence and diſcretion. Chriſt is the wit. 
dom of God, and he is endued with the ſpi- 
rit of knowledge, wiſdom and underſtanding. 
In him wiſdom has opened up her many tolds, 
and the ſpiritual houſe of his building 18 called 
the houſe of wiſdom, Prov. ix. 1. The eyes 
of the Lord then are ſaid to be in Chriſt, as 


the whole plan of the eternal councils is con- 


nected with and opened up in him. In him it 
was laid, and in him and by him it is carried 


into execution, as he is the immediate admi- 
| naiſtrator 


5D © fam A. as 7. 
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niſtrator of the divine government through- 
| the whole creation. 


As the engraver ſtrikes and wounds the 


ſtone, that the intended figures may riſe in 


iculpture ; ſo fays God, I will engrave the. 
gravings of this ſtone, which L lay in Zion. 
When Chriſt was laid as the foundation of. 
the ſpiritual temple, he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, ſtricken, ſmitten of God and 


afflicted. And that this prophecy was ac- 


compliſhed at the death of Chriſt, is plain 


| Tom the following clauſe, I will remove, 


29 


the iniquity of that land in a day. The re- 
moval of our iniquity is here connected with 
God's engraving this ſtone, whence it is 
clear, that the engraving in the verſe, muſt 
have been finiſhed in the death and reſurrec- 


tion of Jeſus, as it is in conſequence of this 


alone, that God is juſt in juſtifying the un- 
godly. We are juſtified only by the blood of 
Jefus, and through this man is Preached to us 
the forgiveneſß of ſins, 


OBSERVATION XI. 
on the Phraſe, The root of the matter. 


Jon xix. 28. 


Tus phrale! is peculiar to the verſe cited, 


and at firſt view it may appear difficult to 
E 2 aſcertain 


„„  OBSERVATIONS:ON 


aſcertain its meaning. It is generally thought 
that Job hereby intends to expreſs. his inno- 
{£ence and integrity. But, L.think, two objec- 
#10ns may be brougkt againſt this ſenſe: he 

zs not properly vindicating his innocence in 
tmhis chapter, and if he had, it is not ealy 
Ro ſee, how his friends could infer, from any 
Thing ſaid in this chapter, that he is innocent 
dor upright; whereas, in this verſe, be ſhews 
hem. the abſurdity of perſecuting him, be 
cauſe they might ſee, from what be had ju. 
Now- Kid, bat the. root. of the matter was IR 
him. 


But, if we tend the Thauls. thus, Fe 
che root of the word is in me, then we-i NR | 
And it intelligible, * The Hebrew word ren- 
gered matter, properly and originally ſigni - 
Hes word, and ſuch a word, as conceals a ſe- 

eret-or myſtery in it. Now, if it be aſked, 
what Job means by the word, and the root: 
of the word! Liſhall anſwer as follows: 
It ſeems obvious, that dabar the word-de- 
noted prophecy, and in the early ages wag 
uſed only in that ſenſe, when uſed abſtractly. 
When prophecy came to the holy men of old, 
it is ſaid, The word of God, and ſometimes, 
The v end LAME.) e. as in And, 4 1. With 
alluſion to this ancient cuſtom, Peter calls pro- 
phecy the word, 2 Ep. i. 19. Prophecy was 
arevclation of the will of God, and ſo is moſt 
tly called the word, as xords are the means 


_ - 


SCRIPTURE: TEXTS. a 


of conveying or revealing the ſentiments of 
the heart among man. 7 
That we may know what- is meant by the 
root of the word, we muſt conſider, that the 
very deſign of prophecy at firſt, was to lay 
a foundation for the hopes of mankind, or 
to raiſe their expectations of future good, and 
chiefly of deliverance from the conſequences | 
of the fall. The firſt prophecy, Gen. itt. 15. 
was obviouſly intended to raiſe the hopes of 


redemption by a- mighty ſaviour, called in 


ihe prophetic ſtyle, the Seed of the Woman. 
Now, from verſes 25. 26. and 27. of this 


chapter, Job's friends might have eaſily learn- 


ed; hub the ſame hope of deliverance thro? 
the promiſed Goel or redeemer was in him, 


or that the: knowledge of the kind deſigns of 


grace, and its attendant hopes, had taken 
ſuch a faſt hold of his ſoul, that he could not 
but, in his moments of rellection, rejoice e- 
ven in the view of death and the grave, and 


| of all the horrors which attend the diſſolution 


of nature 5 
The word is ſaid to take root, Matt. Xlii. 
1824. when it influences the heart and the 

life of a man. The word of prophecy muſt 

then take root in a man, when it has proper 
influence upon him, i. e. when it awakens his 
hopes of deliverance, which was the original 
intention of prophecy. In this view, the 


root of the word was found in Job, as ke 


2 3 


declares, 
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declares, that his hope, founded upon the 


life and power of his redeemer, was his alone 
ſupport, in the day of his affliction. In this 


view, too, this verſe is clearly connected with. 
the foregoing. It is in vain for you now, as 


if Job had ſaid, to perſecute me, for you may 


fee from what I bave faid, that the revelation. | 
which God has given me of a future deliver 
ance, ſupports me amid all the mene 
with which you load me. 
I be firſt prophecy is indeed the root . 
all the word of God. The whole bible is but 
a clearer explication of the original promiſe; 
and when we have got this hope of eternal 
deliverance 1 in us, then the root of the word 
is found 1 in us; the root, which ſends forth: 
ſuch vigorous ſhoots, and fills us with all the: 
fruits of righteouſneſs; the root of all our 
joy and conſolation. We can only be vigor- 
ous in religion, when we look not at the. 
things that are ſeen, but-at the things which, 
are not ſeen, It is only the hope of eternal! 
redemption, that fills us with Joy and e 


in * 
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| OBSERVATION XII. © 


On the Phraſe, on of Perdition, | x 
Ts epithet i is. only applied to two-pers 


ſons in ſeripture, Judas- and Antichiilty 
To: 
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To the former in John, xvit. 12. and to the 
latter in 2 Thefl. ii. 3. As this epithet is gi- 
ven to both by the inſpired penman, we may 
be ſure, that it is characteriſticab of their ſpirit, 
and muſt be founded upon ſome cireumſtan- 
ces: of reſemblance, between the two charac- 
ters. T think the ar ti be traced as 
follows: 
iſt. Both have appeared in the church of 
Chriſt, and have oppoſed him in his own 
kingdom, under a ſpecious profeſſion. of zeal. 
for his cauſe. Judas was one of his diſciples, 
a devil among the twelve apoſtles. Anti- 
chriſt, too, has not oppoſed chriſtianity in 
the form of an heathen, or as an avowed e- 
nemy: on the contrary, he has profeſſed 
himſelf a moſt-zealous friend, aſſuming the 
ſplendid titles of- Chriſt's vicar and ſubſtitute 
upon earth, while he Tecretly betrays his beſt 
intereſts. 80 Paul foretald, that this man of 
ſin would ſit in the ops of God, not in a 
heathen temple, exalting himſelf above all 
that is called God, in claiming a power to 
diſpoſe of the kingdoms of this world, and to 
doltroy: the bodies of his adverſaries—Powers 
which the Saviour never aſſumed. 5 
2d. Their ſpirit and temper are remarkably 
fimilar. Judas was induced to betray his 
maſter, by love to this world. The love of 
money was the root of this evil. So the {pt 
Tit of Antiebrift 1 is a worldly: perſecutng [pts 
rit, 
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rit, and wherever theſe diſpoſitions appeay;. 
there | is Antichriſt. © Hence John ſays, there 
are many Antichriſts, becauſe this ambition 
ſor riches, honours, and preferments in this 
World, attended with a proud, domineering 


and perſecuting temper, has prevailed among 


many ſects of Chriſtians; although it has diſ- 
played itſelf in its moſt infernal colours in the 
perſon of the Pope. Accordingly, Babylon, 
the city of Antichriſt, is repreſented, Rey. 
xvül. as the mart of nations, amaſſing the 
riches. of all kingdoms, and making mer- 
chandiſe of the very ſouls of men; While at 
the ſame time ſhe is drunk with the blood of 
the Saints, and of the martyrs of Jeſus, in 
her being found the blood of Prophets, and 
of Saints, and of all that are lain on the 
earth. | 
Za. Judas e we civil powers in 
perſecuting his maſter. He betrayed him to 
the chief prieſts and rulers of the Jews. The 
fame: inſtruments have been employed by the 


man of fin, in all the perfecutions which he 
has. raiſed againſt the members and doctrines 
of Chriſt. It has ever been a fundamental 


article in the antichriſtian creed, That heres 
tics, or ſuch as refuſe to. acknowledge ſub- 


jection to human authority, in matters of res 


ligion, ſhould be delivered over to the ſecu - 
lar arm to be puniſhed, and that the civil mas 
ne ought to W his power, for the 
extirpation 
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| <xtirpation of ſuch. This is preciſely What 


John bas forctold, Rev. wit. 13, 14 +7, 18. 

The ten Kings ſhall give their power and 
ſt rength-to; the beaſt. "Theſe: ſhall make war 
with the Lamb. For: God hath put in their 
hearts to give their kingdom. ta the beaſl He. 
The event has verified the propheey both in 
the Roman Antichriſt, and in various other 


national churches, whole principles in this 


reſpect have been entirely the ſame. 


Ath. Judas loſt his ul-gotten gain, and 8 


came to an untimely end. Such ſhall be the 


fate of Antichriſt in the iflue. The kings 
of the earth ſhall withdraw their ſupport both 
have fo 


of power and wealth, which: they 
Tong afforded him, and then he ſhall come 
his end, and none tail help him. This & 


clearly. foretold. in Rev. xvii. 16. | Theſe ſhall 


hate the whore, and make her deſolate and 
naked, and ſhall eat her fleſh, _ burn her 


with.,fire... See allo, Rev. avüi. 8 + 22 Theſſ. 


Ul, 8. 


ed the ſon oft perdition or deſtruQion, becauſe 


he is the. ſon of the deſtroyer. Satan breathes 
a deſtroying: ſpirit, or takes pleaſure in the 
deſtruction of mankind, and ſhall at laſt be 
deſtroyedqhimſelf hy the brightneſs of Chriſtis 


coming, or as John expreſſes it, he goeth in- 


to perdition. The Lamb ſhall overcome; aud 
it demands our.gratitude,. that -almoſt every 


where 


een then, as well as Judas; a 0 
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where that tyrannical and perſecuting ſpirit, 
1s gradually conſuming, by the ſpirit of the 
Saviour's mouth, er by the ſpirit of truth, 
love and liberty. This love of the truth is 
the ſword which ſhall flay, and the fire 1 
mall bark the feſh of the whore. 1 
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| PSALM lar x. 17. 


Let thy 1 0 be All. upon the man 2 thy right 
band, Ke. 7 


may have an immediate reference to the 
8 who ruled in Judah, when this-plalm 


was penned, it muſt ultimately and moſt pro- 


perly intend Jeſus Chriſt, the great antitype 
of all the kings of David's line. The New 
Teſtament is the beſt interpreter of the old; 
and it aſſures us, that this highly dignified 
man, is the Son of God, Heb. i. 1, 3, 13. 

But if we would underſtand the genuine 
import of the phraſe, we muſt attend to a 


cuſtom, which obtained in Judea and other 
At meals, the- maſter of 
the feaſt placed the perſon whom he loved . 


eaſtern countries. 


beſt on his right hand, as a token of love 
and reſpect; and as they 
the intervals Hetwoog: the diſhes, when the 


| "HO" the phraſe, man of thy right Jad, 


ſat on couches, in 


maſter | 
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t, maſter' leaned on his lefteelbow, the man at, 
le his right hand, Jeaning alſo on his, would 
1; naturally repoſe his head on the maſter's bo- 
is ſom, while at the ſame time the maſter laid 
bh his right hand on the favourite's ſhoulder or 
ade, in teſtimony of his favourable regards. 
This cuſtom 1s obviouſly referred to in John 
xx1. 20. where John is called © the diſciple 
whom Jeſus loved, who alſo leaned on his 
breaſt at ſupper.” Now, ſince Chriſt is call- 
ed the man of God's right hand, this ſays 
5: | that he is the object of his warmeſt and moſt 
"- Bbonourable regards. In him he is well plea- 
ſed, and in token of this, he has ſet him in 
a, the moſt honourable place. He is the Son 
he of Man whom the father made to and ſtrong 
for himſelf, 7. e. to ſupport the honour and 
Idignity of the divine character, amidſt a per- 
rerſe and crooked generation. The conſide- 
ration of the father's right hand being u— 
pon him, or of the father's ſatisfaction in 
him as our ſurety, ſerves to animate and em- 
dolden our addreſſes to this throne, and is 
he keeneſt incitement to put in practice that 
a freſolution, Hencgſortb will 44 We not go back from 
ner Fee. 

of It deſerves -fcvition, at our Saviour 
ved js ſaid to ſit on the father's right hand, and 
Ove ohn the beloved diſciple on the right hand: 
fot the Saviour. Each of the eleven apoſtles. 
the had Bis cranes gift. Peter was molt re- 
{ter}. D | maamarkable, 


markdble, in that he was the firſt to confeſs 4 
His maſter's divinity, and the moſt warm in N 
his profeſſions of zeal for his intereſt. Jeſus # 
Ibved"them'all,, and called them friends and ; 
brethren; yet he admitted none to ſit on his © 
right Hand at meals but Jolin alone. John ; 
was diſtinguiſhed for his love; meekneſs and 8 
moderation; and conſequently his exaltation 8 


teaches us this ! important tfuth:; The. loving: 
chriſtian is the beloved diſciple, or that he 
Who loves moſt has the largeſt ſhare' in the 
| Saviour's heart. Love, of all other perfec- 
tions, aſſimilates us the moſt to the divine 


nature. God is love; and he that loveth on 
not knoweth' not God. 1 1 

| 110 
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„5 2 ron. iv. % 10, 


has os thou, 0 great mountain? Fs wi Zo 
.: rubbabel thou batt become a plain. For who 
Hath deſpiſed the day of. ſmall, things? | for 
: they ſhall rejoice, and {hail ſee: the, plummet 
in the hand of Zerubbabel with theſe ſeven} ce 
. they.are the eyes of. the. Lord, Which. run tof Pe 
and fro through. 2 whole earth... ru 


F great mountain before Zerubbabel 
muſt mean ſome vaſt: diſficultv, which 
CRT bim building the temple. This 

; difficulty 
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18 difficulty | is eaſily known. The corrupt Sa- 
in! waritans addreſſed the king of Perſia, that 
96 he might by a royal edict, prohibit the re- 
ws [; ailding of that ſacred edifice, after its foun- 


115 dation had Leen laid. Thus ceaſed the work. 


un 


that righteous undertaking. 


oh type of What was to bappen, during the build. 
A, ing of the goſpel temple, under the direction 


Ve of the Meſhah, the true Zerubbabel, who. 


wn brings back rangers to God, as the word 


ne 


Mort way, when the man of ſin appeared, 
and employed his corrupt church-men, to 
petition the ſtate-powers, to eſtabliſh them 

in the revenues and dignities of this world, 


and to lend them their ſecular aſſiſtance, 1 


Ze. ¶ deſtroying hereties. This dreadful combina- 
who tion of powers, turned their arms againſt Je- 
for] ſus, and as to all that was vifible, the 2 
met] ous work of building this laſt, beſt temple, 


en; ceaſed for feveral centuries. Thus as the 


n 10 Perfian monarch gave his power to the cor- 
Irupt Samaritan church, till mount Gerizzim 
a | ſeemed to over-top mount Zion, ſo the kings 

bel, 
of the earth, gave their power to the Ae 
of Rome, that ſits, on the ſeven mountains; 


F and 


This mountain, however, became a plain, by 
God's Orang the heart of Darius to favour. 

nd N 

All this was a 


means. His hands laid the foundation of 
chnuis ſpiritual houſe, and all true chriſtians, 

eth 

che lively ſtones, are built upon this ſounda- 
tion. It had advanced, however, but a very 
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62 OBSERVATIONS ON 
and thus combined, they formed the mon- 
ſtrous beaſt, which like a great mountain, 
has oppoſed the progreſs of the ſpicitual buil- 
ding. Thus, mount Gerizzim firſt, and then 
mount Rome, has ſtood before Zerubbabel. 
But as the former was levelled by God, in- 
_ clining the heart of the Perſian king to with- 
draw his aid from the corrupt church- -men, 


and to give orders for finiſhing the houſe of 


God, fo this Antichriſt will be deſtroyed, 
and is ſo far conſumed already, by the diſ- 
junction of the civil from the eccleſiaſtic au- 
_ thority : which gives us reaſon to think, that 
the building of God will ſoon be finiſhed. 

Ezra tells us, that many of the old prieſts, 
and chiefs, who had ſeen the firſt temple, 


wept when they ſaw the foundation of the ſe- | 


cond, and hence are ſaid to deſpiſe the day of 
ſmall things, verſe 10. But, ſays God, you 
who have deſpiſed theſe beginnings, ſeeming- 
ly 1nauſpicious, ſhall fee that your fears were 
groundleſs; © for ye ſhall rejoice, and ſhall 


lee the plummet! in the hand of Zerubbabel.““ 


There is plainly a difficulty in this verſe. 
How could they rejoice when they ſaw the 
plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel? They 


had ſeen him begin the work formerly, and 


yet they ſaw it ſtopt. Might they not ſear, 
leit the fame diſagreeable event might hap. 
pen again, as their enemics were as invete- 


rate, in their reſentments, as ever? Again, 


the 
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the ſeven eyes or cherubim, are ſaid to be 


engraven on this inſtrument in the hand of 
their ruler; for they are ſaid to ſee the plum- 
met with the ſeven, that is, ſeven eyes, chap. 


ini. 9. Now, how could theſe be engraven 


on a plummet, or on that inſtrument of ma- 


ſonry ſo called? But this dithculty will vaniſn 
if we look into the original text. 


The word 
rendered plummet, plainly means the fone of 
diſtinction, or the diſtinguithed ſtone. Now 


there were two ſtones moſt remarkable, or 


ciſtinguiſhed from all the other ſtones of the 


temple, even the foundation and head, or 
cape-itones, See ver. 7. of this chapter, and 
Iſaiah, xxvin. 16. The Jews had already ſeen 
the foundation- ſtone in their ruler's hand, 


when he laid it in their preſence, ver. 9. T he 


ſtone of diſtinction, which they were now a- 


bout to fee, in the hands of Zerubbabel, 


and to fee with ſo great joy, muſt then ſure- 
This being the 


ly have been the head-ſtone. 
finiſhing-ſtone of the temple, would no doubt 


be remarkable, and when they ſaw this in the 


hands of this great perſonage, Ezra informs 
us, they rejoiced greatly, chap. vi. 16. Be- 
ſides, this fenſe of the text is confirmed by 


the ſeventh verſe of this chapter, where it is 


expreſsly ſaid, that Zerubbabel “ ſhall bring 
forth the head-ſtone of the temple with ſhout- 


— 5 or acclamations of joy, crying grace, 
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This ſtone is ſaid to have ſeven eyes en- 
graven on it. By theſe the figures of cheru- 
bims ſeem to be meant, which are ſaid to be 
full of eyes. Theſe ſeven were engraven up- 
on the foundation-ſtone, and upon all the 
walls of the houſe, 1 Kings, vi. 29. Whence 
it would not have been proper, to have left 
the higheſt ſtone of diſtinction unadorned. 
The ſeven eyes on the headſtone have this 
peculiar characteriſtic, that they are the eyes 
of Jehovan, which run to and fro through 
the whole earth. As the cherubims were en- 
graven on every ſide of this ſtone, and the 
ſtone was elevated above all the other parts 
olf the building, they would look towards the 

four quarters of the car th, or run to and ro 
through the whole of. it. 

All this was a figure. As every ſane in 


the wall of the houls of God of old, was car- 


ved with cherubims, ſo the wall of the ſpiri- 


tual temple, is formed of believers, the myſtic 


cherubims, who are hence ſaid to be lively 
ſtones built upon the foundation of the A- 
poſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
being the chief-corner-ſtone. The eye in 


ſeripture is the figure of wiſdom; and as the 


wiſdom of God is eminently diſplayed in the 


church of believers, to repreſent this, the 


eyes were carved on all the wall of the tem- 
ple. And as Jeſus Chriſt, is the moſt perſect 
expreſſion of divine wiſdom, whence he is 
called 


a % 


SCRIPTURE-T EXITS. 65 


called * Chriſt the wiſdom of God,” ſeven 

eyes were engraven on the foundation and 
head- ſtones, to expreſs this perfection of wiſ- 
dom in him. The head-ſtone, too, having 
eyes looking to the four quarters of the earth, 
happily repreſented him, as the Saviour of all 
the lands of the earth, who has revealed the 
plan of ſaving wiſdom to all nations, and, 
like the head- ſtone, looking with a benign 
aſpect to all, he cries, Look to me, and be 
ye ſaved, all ye ends of the earth. 


OBSERVATION XV. 
HEB, iv. 16. 
Let ts come e boldly to the throne of Grace, ke. 


Tur Word here rendered boldly, ſignifies 


with freedom of ſpeech. Fe is intended 
to diſplay the ſuperiority of the goſpe! diſ- 
penſation above that of the law. While that 
iirit covenant ſtood, ſuch as drew nigh to 


God approached rather in the terror of ſlaves 


than the confidence of ſons. When Moſes 
was called to go up to the mount to converſe 


with God, ſuch were the diſplays of divine 


majeſty and greatneſs in thunders, lightnings 


and tempeſts, that even Moſes himſelf ex- 


ceedingly quaked and trembled. And when 


the high · prieſt on the day of atonement en- 
F 3 n 
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tered the moſt holy place to perſorm the du- 
ty of his ſacred office, he could not approacli 
the preſence of ſo auguſt and tremendous 
a Being without dread and © conſternation. 
Now, fear has a tendency to diſcompoſe the 
_ thoughts, to ſhut up the heart, and to make 
the tongue faulter in performing its office. 

Hence, Iſrael, worſhipping in the ſpirit of 
fear and ſervile dread, could not draw near 
with freedom of ſpeech. But now, God is 
made manifeſt in the fleſh, or in human na- 
ture, a nature, at the ſame time moſt ami- 
able, and moſt ſamiliar to men, he no more 
appears in terrors and affrightments, which 
made even Sinai ſhake at its baſe, and damp- 
ed the ſpirits, and hampered the tongues of 
the choſen people. We, now, may come, 


even to his throne, and preſent our addreſſes 
with a recollected ſpirit and an unfaultering 


tongue. © God has not given us the ſpirit 


of fear, or the ſpirit of bondage again to 


O 


fear, but he has given us the ſpirit of love 


and of a found mind—the ſpirit of ſons 


whereby we cry Abba, Father,” 


This timid ſpirit and hampered ſpeech was 


the native effect of the Law. It made no- 
thing perfect. It gave no diſtinct knowledge 


of the method of ſalvation from ſin, or of 


the foundation of a finner's acceptance with 
God, and fo did not clearly reveal the ground 
of our aſſurance before him. We have on- 


ly 
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ly boldneſs to enter into the holieſt of all 
by the blood of Jeſus. This blood alone 
has rent the veil which concealed the goſpel- 
jalvation, and made our acceſs to the throne 
of grace plain and certain. The way to the 
holieſt of all was not manifeſt while the firſt 
tabernacle ſtood, becauſe the blood of bulls. 
and goats could never in itſelf pave a finner's. 
way to the preſence of God, or manifeſt the 
foundation of his confidence before him ior 
eternal life. Sin is the veil which hangs be- 
tween God and us. This veil is taken aws y 
in Chriſt, in whom the father {miles upon 
us in the light of ee having blot— 
ted out all our treſpaſſes. Now our way is 
open, and the foundation of our hope ture. 
Hence * we draw nigh with true bold hearts, 

12 the full aſſurance of faith,” 

The Law in its letter, abſtracted ſrom its 
typical! intention, was rather deſigned to ſtrike 
men dumb than to open their mouths with 
confidence in their religious addreſſes to God. 
This is the office aſſigned to it by Paul. What 
the Law ſaith, it ſaith to them that are un- 
der it, that every mouth may be ſtopped, and 
the whole world become guilty betore God. 
Ine daily repetition of facrifices ſerved to 
diſplay the criminality of our offence ; but, 
as the law knew no ſuflicient atonement, it 
could not pronounce theſe who obſerved its 
dictates juſtified, with freedom ol. Merch. 
Here 


* 
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Here its mouth was ſtopped ; and as timiqdi- 
ty is the ordinary companion of guilt, the 
offerer ſecing his guilt, without any proper 
atonement, could not plead for a full juſtifi- 
cation 1n the full aſſurance of faith. Hence 
_ every mouth was ſtopped till Jeſus opened it; 
who, making an end of ſin, has baniſhed the 
ſpirit of fear, and ſo has loofed the tongue 
of the dumb, and made the ſtammerer to 
ſpeak plainly. The goſpel puts a plea into 


every mouth, a plea founded on the ſacrifice 
of everlaſting efficacy, that every mouth may 


be opened, and the whole world ſtand juſti- 
Hed betore God. 
There ſeems to have been a myſtical indi- 
cation of this truth both at the commence- 
ment, and towards the end of the Law-oeco- 
nomy. Moſes was appointed by God to de- 
liver the law to Iſrael; and he was a man de- 
feQive in ſpeech, on account of which de- 
fect he excuſed himſelf from delivering God's 
meſſage to Pharaoh, Exod, iv. 10. And when 
John Baptiſt was about to appear to proclaim 
the commencement of the goſpel diſpenſation, 
the new and the better covenant, God ſtruck 
the prieſt of the law dumb, even in the tem- 
ple itſelf, and that at the very time, when 
he mould have come out to PFonounce a bleſ- 
ting on the people, Luke i. 20, 21, 22. Thus 


the law, both at its entrance and exit, de- 


clared that it could not dien or juſtify | us 
with 


JCRIPTURE-TEXTS. 6g 
with freedom of ſpeech. 


high-prieſt was about to bleſs us, it was pro- 
per that the law-prieſt ſhould have his mouth 


{rut when he would pronotince the blefling, 


to ſhew that the law had loſt its power to 
blels, and that all might attend to the-bles. 

ling voice of him who was about to bleſs us, 
not with an hampered tongue, but with great 
plainntſs of ſpeech ; not with a few trivial 


boſſings;” bur with is all {one dictings in 


bcavenly places. 


It deterves notice, alſo, that ole our Bas 
viour was miniſter of the circumciſion, or 


during the time of his public miniſtry, he 


ipake in the law-ſtyle, in parables, allegories 
and metaphors, the dark fayings of old, or 


belonging to the old diſpenſation. He did 


not reveal the myſteries of the kingdom of 


heaven plainly, but to his e : to others 


hie ſpake in parables. Hence in Iſaiah xxviii- 
9. he is faid to teach babes knowledge, and 
to make ſuch as are weaned from the milk 


underſtand doctrine; whereas ver. 11. he is 
repreſented as ſpeaking to the Rabbies of the 
Jews, and their followers, with a ſtammering 


or ſtuttering ſpeech, meaning the parabolic 


method of inſtruction. “ For with ſtammer- 
ing lips and another tongue will I fpeak to 
this people.“ 


for uling great plainneſs of ſpeech.” 
OBSERVATION 


When Chriſt our 
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OBSERVATION XVI. 
Jon xiv. 13 


T will come again and receive you unto myſelf. | 


; PHE tenderneſs of this expreſſion is be- 


yond all deſcription. It is the language 


00 & . friendſhip. Our beſt friend had 
but a little before eat the ſupper with his diſ- 


ciples, the feaſt which is the inſtituted token 


of friendſhip between Chriſt and his people 
to the end of the world. On this warm oc- 
caſion he makes the ſpeech contained in this 
and the two following chapters, in which his 


heart gives full ſcope to the emotions of love, 


while his mouth utters in the warmeſt ex- 


preſſions, the feelings of the heart, „I have 


mn you friends, and the thought of part- 


ing with you would give me unutterable 
pain, did 1 not know that it is expedient for 


you that I go away. This, however, is the 


will of my father, the plan of the eternal 


councils, and the day of my departure is at 


hand, But abſence ſhall not quench, the ar- 
cor of my love for you: all the honours, all 


my attention as to make me. forget you for a 


moment. I go to prepare a place for you. 
lt tall be my chief bulinels 1 in heaven to pre- 


pare 


of my heart.“ 
Ja friend. 


a ſervant. 


$CRIPTURE-TEXTS. T 
pare for you a place of diſtinguiſhed honour 
and unabating joy. And when al! things are 
prepared for your reception, I will come a- 
gain in perſon, and receive you, not into my 
houſe only, but into myſelf, into the higheſt 
place of my eſteem, and the warmeſt corner 
This is truly the language of 
Had he ſaid, I will receive you in- 
to my dwelling, this would have been but 
the cold unanimated language of a maſter to 
A ſervant is admitted to his ma- 
ſter's houſe to perform his ſervice, and eat 
of his bread; but a friend alone is admitted to 
his chamber, to enjoy his moſt intimate fa- 
miliarities, ard to partake of his delicacies, 
honours, wealth and joys. This expreffion, 
then, includes all the peculiar favours of 
friendſhip, and more than words can utter. 
I will make you a part of myſeif; the flames 
of mutual love ſhail melt our ſouls into one, 
ye ſhall ſhare of my joys, be admitted to all 
my familiarities, and al: my tullneſs ſhall be 
Fours. 7 
But to ſee this paſſage in its ſull light, it 
will be neceſſary, to attend to an opinion, 
which prevailed among the Jews. They ima- 
gined, that when any of their nation died, 
and entered the regions of bliſs, he WY: 
be. received at the entrance by Abraham, 
their great father, who would welcome him 
in, and admit him to his friendſhip, and the 
participation 5 
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part icipation of his felicities. "Hence: our 
Lord in the parable, repreſents Lazarus the ho 


Pparting Saints, previous to that time, confi 
mitted into the boſom of that diſtinguiſhed th 


father, or to be owned as his ſons and friends, 
by being allowed to fit down with him at the Fe 


heaven, I will be ex -alted above Abrahagy 


nor will I: empioy him, eminent as Be is, to 


who loved you and died for you. 


as to be aſſured, that his love would diſpoſe 7 
him, to plead their cauſe with God, or. that 


King, to > pardon the offences of his rebellious 
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beggar, as admitted, at death, into Abra, 


m 
ham's boſom. Abraham, the father of the * 
faithful, was the Srcateſt man in paradiſe, ly 


betore the aſcenſion of Chriſt, and hence, de- he 


dered it as their greateit honour, to be ad- 


table of bliſs. - But now, ſays Jeſus, the ſtate FH, 
of things ſhall be changed. When i aſcend tof fo 


receive you into my houſe; I will 1971 
the pleaſing taſk myſelf: nor inall you be a- 


ny more received into the boſom of Abra- 


ham, but into tbe warmer boſom of him, 


This is a diſtinguiſhing privilege of the go. 
ſpel, to which chriſtians too ſeldom attend. 
When Saints under the law, looked into pa- 
radiſe, they could fee no man greater than 
Abraham, and io no man, on whole affe 
tion for them, or in whoſe intereſt at the 
court of heaven, they could ſo far depend, 


his intereſt or merit, would prevail with their 


— | : ſubjecte. 
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habje@s:: What evidence of friendlhip,. for. 

his nation, had Abraham given; 339 What 
merit was he. poſſeſſed of, which could giye 
weight to his interceſſions, with the moſt Ho- 
ly, in behalf of the guilty? But now, our 
hopes are ſurer, our g ease bolder, and 
Jour joys warmer. We ſee Jeſus. on the throne, 
id; of whoſe kind diſpoſuions toward us, we bays 
the moſt certain pledges ; and of whoſe merit, 
and conſequently-of whoſe intereſt, with the 
Father, we can have no e doubt. 

Hence we can not only pray, but die in tran · 
oport. We can depart in peace, when our 
eyes ſee the boſom of Jeſus open, ready to 
to receive us inte all its 8 and. all its Ibs. 
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I e Jonx, xv. 12. 5 cg 5 15 
"Os 
Sr 7. 55 f is an -commandment, that * love une "any 
pa- ther, 45 1 hau loved ven. 


han Tus command dilplays the majeſty. ol 
the legiſlator, ſoftened by the Kindneſs 
the Bof the friend. The Lord of all ſpeaks: : but 


end, he. ſpeaks not in the thunders of Sinai, but. 
in the mildeſs of Zion; not in the roar f lu- 


20 but with the foft * voice of love. When 
appeared. on Sinai, out of his right hand 
org; en a fiery * for Iſrael,“ bar when 
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he utters his voice from Zion, there | is no Ai 
in his law, but the fire. of I; 

Was in his heart, and this is the law that it 
ſues from his tongue. He calls love his com. 


feſts the divinity of its author. Man judges 
by the outward appearance, but God alone 
knows the heart, and ſo he alone can mak 
regulations for its motion. The laws of o- 


ore. This law 


mandment for the following reaſons: _ 
To ſhew the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of 


his ſyſtem, from every other ſyſtem of laws 
that had ever been promulgated to the world. 


Eegiſlators of this world, form their laws for 


the regulation of the external conduct of their 
ſubjects, but to pretend to ſet laws to their 
minds, would be an abſurd and ridiculous 
attempt. Actions alone can be a ſubject of 


cognizance in human courts, No human law 


can reach the heart, and ſubjects frequently 


obey a law, which their hearts abhor. Hence 


their obedience, is. rather the extorted com- 
pliance of ſlaves, than the chearful obedience 


of ſons. But, the ſyſtem of Jeſus is quite 
different. It firſt Ae laws for the heart, 


the principle of all our actions, and hence it 
_ eaſily governs the whole. The King of Zion 
firlt writes his Jaw in the heart, and engraves 
it in our inward part, in the love of our ſoul, 


the wheel which animates the whole man, 
and is the alone ſpring. of a noble and gene- 
rous. obedience. T his is a law which mani- 


ther 


. 


* 
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ther monarchs, may be thoſe of a ſage, but 
the laws of Jeſus, are thoſe-of a God. He 
ſpake as never man ſpake: he ſpake as one 
m. baving authority, not only over the life, but 
cover the heart. No king ever made love the 
of law of hs kingdom before. Hence ſays Je- 


wi ll ſus; This is my commandment, a law peeuli- 


Id. ar to my ſyſtem.” EE x. 
or Moreover, this law dilplays b peculiar 
cit knowledge of human nature, and the di- 


eirſtinguiſhed benevolence of his heart. Gran» 
Jus deur and majeſty. may dazzle mankind, and . 


af awe them into ſubjection; but an obedience, 


aw | which is the reſult of fear; will be precarious | 
tly at beſt, as it has no fixed principle in the 

heart. The obedienee of. friendſhip is the : 
moſt generous, ready and extenſive. A man N 


dee will do more for his friend than for his king,: 
he will ſacrifice his deareſt intereſts, even tte 


lite : 
art, itſelf, and that with chearfulneſs, for the ob- 
e it. ject of his affection, while awe or intereſt are ' 
ion he Cavite: the intereſted -motives of his ſer- 
ves vice to his prince as ſuch. Hence Jeſus. ad- 
ul, dreſſes us rather in the ſweetneſs of the friend, : 
AN than in the majeſty of the monarch. He aims 
at | | 
ne- t our affeQions, and attracts us to himſelf, | 
ani. by the words and actions of love; which. evi- 
beg dences his intimate knowledge of the human 
ges 

one heart. No obedience but that of love is ea- 


ak ſy, free, and unconſtrained, and- nothing but 


* N love. Accordingly he has made 
hed "03 2 the 
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the whole of his conduct, a diſplay of the- 
moſt aſtoniſhing effects of love to us, hot 


does he command us to love him; tik ke has 


cauſed us to know and believe the love thit 
he has to us. Hence his yoke is caſy, and: 
hie burden light; for nothing is: more eafy 
and light than the ſervice of love. Another 

king would ſay, obey me, becauſe Jam your 
king; but Jeſus ſays obey me, becauſe 1 am 


your friend, or becauſe I have loved you. 
And thus his commands, is a portrait of 


OY 


himſelf, and manifeſts the kindneſs of his 
heart. The laws of a king generally favour: 


of his own diſpoſitions towards his fubjects. 
In his commands he either diſeovers the ty- 


rant or:the friend. Now, nothing is fo con- 


*ducive to the happineſs. of ſociety as mutual 


love. This principle is the cement of ſocie- 


ty: it unites the views and intereſts of all its 


members, fo that the general intereſt of the 
body is conſidered as the interæſt of each in- 


dividual. It baniſhes envy, malevolence, ſlan- 
der and every hurtful paſhon, and is the ſource 
of peace; concord and every ſocial blefling. 


If we love one another, we cannot hurt but 
ſerve one another. How kind is it then in 
our king, to enjoin this law with ſo much 


3 4 


r 


From this conſideration we may eafily ſee, 


that no man can be a fubject of Chriſt's king- 


dom, 


warmth a law which only means be hap- 


of love. 
eating the ſupper of our Lord, preſuppoſe har- 


dom, unleſs he has felt the power of his lover 
People may imagine that they obey Chrift, i 

ES ſubje& themſelves in profeſſion to lane 
external ſervices of his religion. 


mental law of his kingdom, and whatever we 
do, if we do it not in love, we do it not to 
him. Love is the ſpirit which he breathes 
into every member of his kingdom, and if 
any man have not this ſpirit, he is none of 
his. He that loves not, knows not God, for 


God is love: and how ſhall we obey. bim, | 


whom we have not known ?: 22 


2d. This is called his commandment, be. 
cauſe it is the- ſum of his whole ſyſtem, and- 


the model. of all his other laws. As all the 
parts of a building, are- conformed-to the 
foundation, - ſo. are all the laws of Jeſus to 
love. . .Let your words be love, and Your ac- 
tions love; let love animate your religious 
ſervices, and regulate all your mutual inter- 
caurſe with one another; this is the meaning 
or ſpirit of the whole law. Hence ſays Paul, 

The end of the commandment, the evange- 
lical commandment is charity, out of a pure 
heart. 
mandment, ſo all the means appointed for ob- 
taining this end, are obviouſly the inſtitutions 
Social prayer and praiſe, as alſo, 


mony among the worſhippers, and are moſt 
e G 3. _ happily 
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But no fan- 
ey can be more abſurd. - Love is the funda- : 


And as this is the end of the com- 
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a OBSERVATIONS ON 
happily calculated to confirm the ſacred tie, 
or to edify che body in love. In each of theſe 
acts we are taught to confider ourſelves: as 
having been once brethren in iniquity, and 
joint heirs of hell, but now brethren in grace, 
and joint heirs with Chriſt, having one fa- 
ther, one Lord, one faith, and one common 
hope of ſalvation founded upon the finiſhed 
righteoufneſs of him, who loved us, and died 
for us. Thus, love is the principle and the 
end of all the laws and inſtitutions of Jeſus. 
Well then may he fay, This is my command- 
ment, as if he had no other. The whole is 
£omprebended in one word, Love. 
Za. He ſeems to have called this his com- 
mandment to ſhew us the badge of his diſci - 
ples, or to intimate that obedience to this law is 
the characteriſtie of the ſubjeQs of his king- 
dom. Every leader of a ſect both among 
the Jews and heathens had appointed ſome 
rite or ſpeculative opinion, the belief of or 
abedience to which, was the badge of di- 
ſtinction among his followers, by which they 
were known* to be his difeiples: Thus the 
Phariſees, Sadducees, Platoniſts, Epieureans, 
Vc. were diſtinguiſhed from each other. Each 
had his leading principle, his favourite opi- 
1 nion, to which he was warmhy attached, and 
þ by which his party was eaſily known. With 
1 Alluſion to this cuſtom the Saviour of the 
1 world, the head of the heavenly ſect, in- 
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forms his followers, „By this ſhall all men 
know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one 
another; not as the world loves, but“ as 
Thave loved: you.” Love has been the di- 
ſtinguiſhing feature in my character. None 
has loved like me, and if you would reſem- 
ble your Maſter, or bear his characteriſtical 
mark, you muſt love as l have loved. "This 
is a badge unknown to all other parties, as 
they all value themſelves on ſome triffing dif- 
tzrences of opinion, while very little regard 
is paid to the ſentiments of the heart. But 
we have not the very faith of Jeſus, or we 
do not believe his doctrines, if we love him 
not, and the brethren for bis fake, His faith 
ow by love, and that by its native tenden 
for what are we called to believe but the 
ww that God has to us: The Chriſtian creed 


is a creed of love. When we-believe in e- 
terval election, the incarnation ſufferings; 
death and reſurrection, Ic. of the Saviour; 
or when we believe the promiſes of endleſs: 
life and joy 


and it is impoſſible ſeriouſly to believe the 


love of God manifeſted in his Son, and not 
love him and all the objeQs of fach divine 


regards. Who can leck to orb and not 
ſeel his heartburn within- him: 3 - 
NN mn at 
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which he has left us, what des 
we belteve but the diſplays of divine love to 
men? Thus all the articles: of our faith are 

| calculated to inſpire us with this ſacred flame, 
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But! it may be objected, that however much 
this law of -love-may:diſtinguiſh'the chriſtian” 
ſyſtem from thoſe: of human-Hegiſlators,' and 
founders of religious ſects, yet it is not here- 
in ſuperior to the law of Moſes, which char-⸗ 
ged every one under it to love his neighbour 
as himſelf. This is a very common miſtake, 
but extremely abſurd. It would make our 
Saviour's words to have no meaning at who 4 
He,exprelsly ſays A new command 1 giv 1 
_ unto. you,” yet, according to this opinion, i 
is as old as the law of Moſes... But if we at⸗ :« 
tend to the injunction, and compare it with Fl -1 
that of Moſes, we ſhall find them very diffe- |Þ ; 
rent both in their objects and model. The. 
love required by Moſes regarded mankind : as Þ.c 
fuch, and ſo is the ſame with what is called 1 
vniverſal beneyolence, which diſpoſes us to | 
do good to all men; for in this extenſive ſig- || « 
mhcation, the word neighbour is taken by our i 
Lord in the parable of the man who fell a- i 
mong thieves, Luke x. Or if we under- I 
ſtand it in the Jewiſh: ſenſe,. as meaning their 
own nation only, then it requires the Jews to t: 
love ene another conſidered. as.the-progeny. b 
of Abraham according to the fleſh ; ànd thus n 
it is a love founded upon their joint relation If. 
to one common earthly- father. I his new || n 
commandment, on the contrary, ' enjoins a || a 
new kind of: love unknown to the world be=. | & 
fore. It commands Chriſtians to love one a- e. 
an nother 


nother: conſidered as brethren in Chriſt. It 
is only given to his difciples to regulate their 


ſenttments and conduct to one another, not 
conſidered as men, nor as, children of one 


earthly father, but as children of the heavens. 


ly father, formed upon bis imago as expreſſed 


in his Son Jeſus, by whoſe power they are 
begotten again to the hope of the celeſtial 


inberitance. This is called often brotherly. 


love, and is uvniformly enjoined upon Chri- 
ſtians only; The love of Moſes may be term- 
edi a fruit: of nature, as it is founded on na- 
tural conſiderations, and is enjoined upon 
mankind as the joint offspring of an earthly 


progenitor; hut the love of Jeſus is the fruit 


of che ſpirit, by whoſe influence alone it ãs 
produced: in the heart; and it extends its 


kind regards to men en in à ne 


character, as the children of God by faith 


in Chriſt: Jeſus. Thus. it has a new. ſource, 


is of a-new nature, and its e is new. 
Let us now add, that 5 

The ſtandard or. model of this: "HE is en- 
tirely new, and ſo different from that eſta- 
bliſhed by the law of Moſes. The law knew 
no warmer love than that Which a man has. 
for himſelf; and confequently it could aſſign 


no higher or mote perfect model: for ſocial 


affection. Therefore, ſays Mofts, -<* Fhow- 


Malt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. ' How 
cold, how unauimated.. is this injunction, . 


when. 
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when compared with the command of him 
that loved us! © Love one another as I have 
loved you.” Kind Jeſus! how didſt thou 
love us ?—He loved us better than himſelf, 
for he gave himſelf for us, and loved not his 
own lite, when the preſervation of it came | 


in competition with our happineſs. Is this 
old Moſes' love? A Man loves himſelf. when 
he uſes every lawful means to preſerve: his 


own life; and he loves his neighbour as him- 
felf when he “ works no ill to his neigh- 
bour,“ and performs fuch kind offices to him 
as conſiſt with his own life and temporal fe- 


licity. But Jeſus “became poor; that we 


through his poverty might be made rich?” 
and facrificed his on life that we might live 
through him. Ibis is a:new-ſpecies of love. 
Greater love has ne man than that he ſhould 


lay down his life for his friend's; but while 
we were yet enemies, Chriſt died for us. This 
new kind of love is now the eſtabliſned ſtand- 
ard of our love both to Chriſt and. his bre- 
thren. If we love our on life better than 
him, or are not ready td ſacrifice it for his in- 
tereſt; we are not worthy of him; and John 
tells us that if God ſo loved us, e we ought 
alſo to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 
"When: we chearfully reſign our life in the 
chriſtian cauſe; we die for the benefit of out 
8 brethren; and this tends to confirm their faith 
in the goſpel, to animate their efforts in its 
| ſupport, 
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mitting perſeverance in adhering to a cauſe, 


Hence Paul ſays, Philip. ii. 17. Yea, and 
if 1 be offered up upon the- ſacrifice and ſer- 
vice of your faith, I joy and rejoice with you 
e rejoiced i in the view of death itſelf, 
as he knew it would iſſue in the ſervice of 
their faith. This is truly to love our neigh- 
bour better than ourſelves. The law-hiſtor 


the chriſtian diſpenſation, and to diſplay the 


HK was left for him to blow up the ſmoking 


nd- A is that of God. 
bre- This peculiar love to the beenden which 
han] our Lord ſo warmly. enjoins, by no means. 


in- interferes with that love to all manking, which 


ohn] is recommended in the ſecond great com- 
ht] mandment, according to our Saviour's expla- 
n. nation of it. This law is not aboliſned, but 
theſ enlarged and explained; yea, it has received 
our additional force by coming from the mouth 
aith of the great Lord of all, the mediator of the 
n it new covenant, . Still we are obliged, and 
ort e 


ſupport, and to encourage them to an unre- 


on which their everlaſting intereſts depend. 


affords no parallel inſtance of brotherly love. 
So true is it that the law made nothing per- 
fect. To bring love to its higheſt perfection, 
was reſerved to ſet off the ſuperior luſtie of 


diſtinguiſhed honours of the Son of God. 


embers of Moſes into. the moſt ardent, the 
1h moſt uncontroulable flame. The love of Mo- 
This] ſes was the love of Man, but the. love of Je- 
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94 OBSERVATIONS ON: 
that by the moſt weighty authority, by Goc 
ſpeaking in his Son, to:love all 5 10 
as to pray for all men, that all may be faved, 
to ſpeak evil of no man, and to do good of- 
ad to all ſo far as we have opportunity. We 
are even commanded to love-our enemies, to 
bleſs them, and to pray for them even while 
they curſe and maltreat us. So benign an in- 
fluence has cbriſtianity on ſociety! 80 con- 
oerned was Jeſus to promote univerſal happi- 
neſs, by binding mem of all nations wagftken 
with the cords of univerſal benevolence! 
Some may obje& to the opinion of the 
newneſs of this commandment of brotherly 
love, that John in his firſt epiſtle, 2d chaps) 
ter and 5th verſe, ſays, that he writes no 
new commandment, but an old command- 
ment,“ when be charges them to love one a- 
nother. But how old is this commandment ? 
ks it as old as the law of Moſes? The anſwer 
is given in the ſame verſe, 4 An old com- 
mandment which ye had from-the beginning, 
even the word which ye heard from abe be- 
ginning.“ It is the word which was deli 
ed by Chriſt and all his apoſtles at the very. 
commencement. of the goſpel diſpenſ 
and was no new invention of John, as they 
ad heard it as ſoon as they heard the goſpel, 
Thus by calling it an old commandment, he 
puts them im mind of its divine authority and 
ralt importance, as it Was enjoined from the 
FIR very 


8 2 
r 


5" ">the . „ 


2 „ 1 * 


: i 
* 
5 
* 
1 
” 
* 
* 
— 
* 
I 4 
} 
1 
Ly 
125 
PE: 
154 
7 
. : 
b * 
+) 
* 
Th 
Mr fl 
8 
1 
1 
* 
p Wh 
FX. ; 
"ed 
+ 
: 0 
4 
FX 
1 * 
* 
ry 
* 
. 
Art 
: 
4 
8 
A 
I : 
- 
FR 
add 1 
"I 
, 179 
1 
13 * 
hy” 
N 
57 
. 
4 + 
_ 
if - 
F, 
2 
** 
Ll ” 
1 


— 
* . 


= — YE F - " 4 
—— r er 4 Br 2 a0- 
8 3 > 2 —— 
> +»: ee 


* 


r 


very beginning, by the mouth 'of- the Lord 
himfelt. 7 ; 287 


OBSERVATION xm. 
JUDGES, xiv. 14. 


—Out PF the eater came forth meat, and ou 4 
rhe firong came forth 5 ocetneſs. 


SAMPSON was raiſed up to be a 1595 of 
Chriſt, in whom all the rays of excellence 


diff uſed through the various characters of the 


010 Teſtament heroes, concenter, and ſhine 


torth with tenfold effulgence. As in all the 
exploits of his ſirength Sampſon was a figure 
of Chriſt, ſo I think he was no leſs ſo in 
the riddle he put forth at his wedding. Out 


of the Lion which he ſlew with his own hands; 


ne brought forth honey to regale himſelf and 


friends. This was equally a myſtery to his 
iriends and enemies till it was diſcloſed by his 
wife. In like manner, the great my ſtery of 


godlineis which puzzled the minds of the 


diſciples, and of all the ſews, was the idea 


ot ſalvation proceeding from death. A Sa- 
viour dying to conquer, ſeemed not only a 
new but an unintelligible thing in the earth, 


Death, like-the Lion, had long been the ter- 


ror of mankind. He had devoured all ge- 


nerations from Adam to that day, in which 


H 0 hriſt 


SCRIPTURE: ERTO —— 


2 


* — 
S 83 "Ida FX Bas . —— LEE T ADD 
- E wh g, =. 2 2 Ce 55 * * 7 Tz . 7 
* n 8 12 2 1 2 — +. 3 8 > 22 
woe „ eo Se gp IR "ETA = — 2 == Po 2 


N 


<a rev 
Pa — * . "ay 
— 22 IM 5a © 


ö Aug 
2. 
"of 


n — 
of | 
'S 
: 
% 
Mo . 
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_ Chriſt came in the character of a bridegroom 


to this lower world: and ſo ſtrong was he, 
that no man had been able to reſcue himſelf 
from the power of the grave. The grave, 


death's prodigious maw, had ſwallowed thou- 


ſands at a meal; and hitherto every thought 


of death, every view of the opening tomb 


had filled men with alarming apprehenſions. 


This Lion roared againſt Jeſus when he met 


him at the gardens of Calvary, the place 
where all the figures of the law were fulfilled, 
By dying, our Lord overcame death, and him 
that had the power of it. Hence death and 


the grave have loſt their horrors. When we 


ſee the opening tomb, or look into the belly 
of death by faith, we no more tremble, but 


rejoice to find our beſt food, our molt deli- 
cious repaſt in the belly of the eater. Ag 
chriſtians, we derive all our meat, and all our 
ſweetneſs from the grave of Chriſt. There 
the Saviour himſelf firſt taſted immortality 
in his human body, and from thence be de- 


rives his ſweeteſt joys on the throne ; © for 
this cauſe God highly exalted him.“ As 
Sampſon gave a part of the honey in the 
Lion to regale his friends, fo Jeſus bids us 


take our beſt joys and ſublimeſt | hopes, the 


tood and ſweetneſs of the ſoul, from bis vic- 
tory over death, and the b eflings which flow 
from his reſurrection from the grave. Of this 


we 70 a lively hgure on the communion» 


table 
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table. There we eat and drink the beſt bleſ- 
ſings of heaven. But whence do they come? 
All from the croſs and grave of Jeſus, the 


belly of death flain. Here we ſee Sampſon's 


riddle fully unravelled. Out of the grave of 


Jelus comes our divineſt honey. Out of the 


moſt ravenous eater comes forth meat, the 


proviſion of our chriſtian table, and out of 
the grave, whoſe power had been irreſiſtible 
in all ages, comes forth all our ſweetneſs, all 


that regales the ſoul. This is the riddle, 
which Chriſt put forth on various occaſions 
betore his death, and which his diſciples could 


not unfold. This he revealed to them at laſt, 
when collected in a church-ſtate, in which ca- 
pacity they became his ſpouſe, or the goipel- 

church; and by them it was revealed to man- 
kind, Plowing with this heifer we can find 
| out the riddle, which otherwiſe would have 
puzzled the imagination, and perplexed the 


reaſonings of all mankind. But believing the 
apoltles* explanation of this riddle, we, like 
Sampſon's gueſts, become entitled to the 


change of raiment, the wedding garment, 


by which we are qualified to fit down at the 
| Marriage ſupper of the Lamb. 
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1 OBSERVATION XX. 

A ES GEN, xlix. 2.4. 
„ —＋ ren hence is the Shepherd, the Stone of 1 
bs | rael. | 

. Tu Epithets | in this verſe are 3 
A — applied to Chriſt, and doubtleſs they are 
[8 principally verified in him, who 18 © the great 
1 Shepherd of the Sheep,“ and the head- ſtone 
i of the building of ſalvation, But that this 


prophecy directly points to. Chriſt, ſeems to 
mne very improbable, as the ſubject of the 
11 prophecy is faid to deſcend in the line of Jo- 


i} ſeph, from whom the Meſſiah did not ſpring. | 
A We muſt, therefore, look for the immediate 
5 object of this prediction among the poſterity | 
A of Joſeph; for from thence, ſays Jacob, is 
5 the Shepherd, the Stone of Iſrael. Joſhua, | 
#1 

1 the ſon of Nun, muſt certainly be the great a 
bi; perſonage here pointed to. Moſes led the . 
1 Hock of Iſrael in the barren wilderneſs ; but 4 
5 he left them there. Joſhua brought them to. 
„ the green paſtures of Canaan, Where they 1 
5 did eat and ly down, and none made them : 
Mt afraid, Thus he was the beſt ſhepherd. He, | , 
i; too, was the Stone of Iſrael or Jacob. When - 
10 Jacob had travelled in the wilderneſs till wea- J j, 
| ried, be found a ſtone, at the approach of J 
| night, 

"8 

1 


. 
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night, which he laid as a pillow of reſt. 
There he ſlept, and there he ſaw the viſion 
of a ladder aſſuring him that the land on 


which he lay ſhould be given to his ſeed. 


This Stone prefigured Joſhua, under whoſe 
auſpices Iſracl found reſt in Canaan, after a 


tedious and fatiguing journey through the 
wilderneſs. He was the Stone of their reſt. 


In him, too, they ſaw the truth and accom- 
pliſhment of the prophetic viſion given on 


the Stone of Jacob, as by him, they, the 
ſeed of Jacob, obtained poſſeſſion of the pro- 


miſed land. Moreover, the Stone of Jacob 


was anointed and made a pillar of truth, a 


witneſs of the covenant revealed to Jacob on 


that occaſion. It was alſo made an inftru- 
ment in the worſhip of God, and called the 
houſe of God or his altar. Joſhua was a- 


nointed with the ſpirit of God, the holy oil; 


he was a witneſs of. the performance of the 
covenant given to Jacob, and by him Ifrael 
were placed in a ſettled ſtate, ſo that the wor- 


ſhip of God could be regularly and ſtatedly 


obſerved according to the injunctions of the 
law. Thus jacob again reſted his weary head 
on Joſeph, in him ſaw the truth of the co- 
venant of God and his Ladder ereQed, or a 


connexion formed between heaven and earth 


in the ordinances of worſhip, the means of 
divine intercourſe between God and man, 
In all theſe particulars Joſhua was a figure 
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of Chriſt, He is the great Shepherd of Ifſ- 
rael, who leads them to the green paſtures 


of Heaven; paſtures of everlaſting verdure 


and eternal ſafety. He, too, is the Stone, on 
which Iſrael, the true Iſrael, reſt their weary 
head and fleep in peace, after the fatigues of 


the wildernels. Reſting on this Stone, we 
ſee the heavens opened, and angels deſcend- 


ing to miniſter to us the bleſſings of heaven. 
Here the connexion between heaven and 
earth is eſtabliſned; the ladder by which 
we aſcend to heaven reſts upon the Stone of 


Jacob. Chriſt is the truth of Jacob's ladder, 


No man can come to the father but by him, 


and all the goodneſs of the father deſcends 
upon us through him. Here we lee the co- 


venant concerning the heavenly Canaan rati- 
fied; all the promiſes are Vea and Amen in 


Chriſt. He is the anointed Stone, and God's 


Houſe, in whom God dwells, and by whom 
all acceptable worſhip aſcends before the fa- 
ther. He is the true pillar, in which all the 


| truths of God are inſcribed, as with a pen of 


iron and point of a diamond. 


OBSERVATION 


This has induced the author of a late 


nough, 
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OBSERVATION XX. 
soNo, vii, Os 


And the roof of thy mouth like the beſt wine, Po 


my beloved, that goeth down fweetly, cauſing 


the lips of thoſe that are aſleep to ſpeak. 


(COMMENTATORS differ widely in their 


interpretations of this verfe ; yet none of 
them ſeem to give any ſatisfactory ſenſe to it. 


phraſe on this ſacred ſong, to think, that 
ſome error has crept into the text. He would 
place a full ſtop after the word wine; the 
reſt he would paraphraſe thus; —“ going to 
thee or to thy beloved in uprightneſs, f. & 
with a majeſtic air; the grace 0 

expreſſing the ſteadineſs of thy conſtant mind, 
the aged themſelves ſeemed to awake as out 
of ſleep, and their lips were filled with thy 
praiſes.“ The word rendered going, he thinks, 
has a reference to the bride and not to wine; 


and may be ſuppoſed to carry us back to the 


meeting in the firſt chapter, or to ſuit ſome 
ſuch occaſion. This thought is ingenious e- 
as is alſo that of his friend, who 
would change the daleth in dubeb, into the 
ſimilar letter 7%, and the jod in i/hnim, into 


van, and thus, (placing a full ſtop after wine 


and 


para- 


thy motion 
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and putting the remaining part of the verſe 


in the mouth of the bride,) would have it 


read It goeth down ſweetly to my beloved, 
ſatisfying the lips and teeth.“ 
Genius is exceedingly well employed, in 

| endeavouring to let in light upon obicure 
texts of ſcripture : yet I think it dangerous, 
to propoſe any emendations of the ſacred text, 
unleſs where the preſent reading carries in it 
inſurmountable difficulties or palpable abſur- 
dities. Perhaps none ſuch are to be found 
in the text before us: And ſuppoſing the 


preſent verſion to contain difficulties, I do 


not think, that any of the propoſed emenda- 


tions, tend to remove them. No copy of 


the original, countenances the full ſtop after 
wine. Beſides, to put theſe words in the 
mouth of the bride is extremely awkward and - 
outré, as ſhe came to her beloved, not © with 


a majeſtic air,“ but with a modeſt bluſh, and 


every expreſſion of humility. Holech, too, 


in Prov, xxiii. 31. is contefſedly applied to the 


Wine, and denotes its motion in the cup. 
Now df Holech lemiſbrim in one part of Solo- 
mon's writiugs denotes the motion of wine 


in the cup or bowl, there is cert?inly nothing 
abſurd in ſuppoſing that this phraſe has the 


fame ſenſe in this verſe, penned by the lame 


hand. | 
Nor does the propoſed change of letters, 


folve the difficulty in the leaſt, It is well 
| Known: 
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known, that the Hebrew rabb always ſignifies 
to increaſe or magnify, i. e. to increaſe in num- 
ber or magnitude. If we change dubeb into ru- 
heb, then, the tranſlation muſt run thus“ It 


goeth down {weetly, multiplying or magnify- 


ing the lips and death; A verſion far more 


abſurd than the preſent. I may add, that 


even “ ſatisfying the lips and teeth”? is a very 
unplaufible phraſe, as the palate, and not the 
lips and teeth, in ſcripture language, is al- 
WAYS viewed as the feat and figure of taſte. 

As the whole difficulty ſeems to riſe from 


| theſe two words /edoudi and leiſbrim, let us 


attend to the ſenſe of theſe words in other 
parts of Solomon's writings, that we may ſee 
if we can get at the true ſenſe of this difficult 


paſſage. 


Miſbrim, a noun derived from aha 7 is to 
be tound in Song, 1. 4. and is rendered p- 
right. It is a part of the ſpeech addreſſed to 
the bride by her companions, the virgins, 


and certainly means men of refined love, a 


chaſte taſte, whoſe minds are unſullied by in- 


decent or obſcene ideas. It is a character of 


lovers—“ the upright love thee.” Surely 
not men of equity and juſtice, a character 


which has no concern with love, and may be 


where the heart is little ſuſceptible of ſoft im- 


preſſions; but men of delicate yet refined 
feelings, free from irregular deſires. 


What is applied on ela, to the mind, 
is 
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18 literally applied to wine in Prov. xxitl. 31. 
where the wine is ſaid to move itſelf aright, 
bolech Iemiſhrim. Look not with keen deſire 
on the wine, when it is red, or (in the ethi- 


_ opic ſenſe of the word Adam) when it is beau- 


tiful or charms the eye; when it gives its eye 


in the cup, or ſparkles in the glaſs ; when it 


moves itſelf to refinement, or, as we com- 


monly phraſe it, when it clears itſelf from 
mud. It is well known, that when liquor, 
in decanting, abounds with air-bubbles or 


bullæ, which riſe -briſkly from the bottom 
of the glaſs to the top, this is confidered 
as an indication of high excellence or refine- 
ment, and thereby we are invited to drink 
freely, and without fear of danger. Hence, 


ſays the wiſe monitor, beware of wine when 


ſo tempting, leſt drinking to excels, you find 
at laſt, that it biteth like a ſerpent, and bl 


eth as an adder. How elegantly are the bu 
lx called the eyes of the wine! 


Dud, in Solomon's ſtyle, not only ſignifies 
the object of love, but the tokens or eviden- 


ces of affection. Doudi is an epithet appro- 


priated to himſelf, when in the mouth of the 
bride, and is rendered in our verſion my be- 
loved. Dudim, in Song, v. 1. means either 

his companions at the marriage- feaſt, or the 

cups of wine diſtributed by the bridgroom on 

that occaſion : and ſo may be rendered either 
“ drink abundantly, O beloved companions“ 

| or 


SchRfPTURE-TEXTS. 95 
or © drink abundantly of loves,” 1. e. of the 
cup, the love token. Theſe were confidered 

as drink offerings attending the ſacrifices on 
which they feaſted at a wedding. The love- 
tokens or bridal offerings, which were given 
by the bride to the bridegroom on that occa- 
ſion are called in the 12th verſe of this 5th 
chapter ah dudi, loves, i. e. the tweet ſmell- 
ing mandrakes, and pleaſing fruits, new and 
old, ver. 13. When the Bride ſpeaks thus, 
ſhe has the nuptial cup in her hand, which 
ſhe is about to deliver to the bridegroom, as 
z ſign of her acknowledging him for her huſ- 
band. This was one of the love-tokens, and 
ſo muſt be included in the doudi. Ihe au- 
thor of the above mentioned paraphraſe, is 
certainly right in ſuppoſing, that as the ſin. 
offering was called a /in, and the peace offer. 
ings peace, Jo the facrifices and drink offer- 
ings or nuptial cup at a wedding were called 
/oves ; the ſign taken for the thing ſignified, 
à figure very common in the ſacred diction. 
Taking this key in our hand, I think we 
nay readily find acceſs to the meaning of this 
text. have already obſerved, that Holecb 
liſhrim denotes moving briſkly, or riſing into 
toam, and that doudi ſignifies a marriage: feaſt, 
a feaſt of love or friendſhip, dedicated to hi- 
larity and joy. In this view the text muſt be 
read thus: * And the roof of thy mouth 
(the found of thy voice) like the beſt wine, 
Which 
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ven the coldeſt 
its charms, and the mouth of age itſelf filled 


- Helen, in the third book of the Thad. 
the aged counſeliors of Troy are ravithed at 


tial preſents of mandrakes, c. 
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which moving briſkly, or ſparkling in tle 
glaſs at a feaſt of love, or a friendly enter. 
tainment, cauſes the lips of the aged to 
ſpeak.” As if he had ſaid, Thy converſa- 
tion is ſo refined, elegant and enchanting, e- 
heart muſt be raviſhed with 


with thy praiſe. As a cheerful glals in a cir- 


cle of friends warms the frozen veins of the 


aged, and inſpires them with hilarity, ſuch 
are the exhilarating effects of thy voice. Ho- 


mer pays a compliment of the ſame kind to 
There 


che ſight of Helen's exterior accompliſhments; 
here the aged are charmed with the graces of 


the mind, the more excellent and enchant- 


ing clegancies of female converſation. 
In this view of the text its ſenſe is evident 

and unperplexed. I hope it will not appear 

forced, particularly if it be conſidered, that 


Audi has the very ſenſe 1 have given it in the 


12th verſe of this chapter, in the bride's re- 
ply to this compliment © Come, my beloved, 
let us go up to the vineyards—therc will 


give thee doudi my loves,” a rural repaſt, nup- 
The bride- 


groom's words furniſhed her with this reply. 
I nced not add, that nim bgniſies old men 
as well as leepers. 


N As harr and ſhur ſignify to reign, 
to 
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to act the Prince; and as the buſineſs 'of a 


Prinee is to command, or direct the conduct 


of others, may rot iſhar to direQ, be a dert- 
vative of this root? In this caſe mir im in 
Song i. 4. may be rendered Princes; and ſo 
the ſenſe will be The Princes love thee;ꝰ 
and Holech liſhrim may mean 6 moving prince- 
ly, liberally, or DOOR 
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<ISAIAH, xxx. laſt verſe. 
For Nyphet is ordained ＋ old, Nc. , 


"POPHET, or the valley of the ſon of Hin- 
nom, was famous among the Canaanites 
before the. days of Joſhua. 


Ammonites; and there the heathens made 


their feed to paſs through the fire to that a- 


bomination. When poſfeſſed by the Ifrael- 


ites, it was defiled by Joſtah, who made it 


3 


for all the filth of the city, where a fire was 
kept conſtantly burning to conſume the dead 
carcaſes of beaſts, and other nauſea thrown 
therein. There, too, ſome criminals ſeem to 
have been burnt, and there they caſt the aſhes 


of the images of the idols which Johan cau- 
ed to be burnt. 


the butchery of Jeruſalem, and a. receptacle 


1 That 


There was 2 
grove ſacred to Moloch, the great idol of the 
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6 OBSERVATIONS, ON 


That this valley was a figure of Hell, is 
pln from our Lord's application of it, Matt. 
v. 22. Whoſoever fhall call his brother 2 
Fool, he ſhall be obnoxious to a Gehenna of 
fire ;'? where he obviouſly alludes to the pu- 
niſhment inflicted on great criminals, who 
were burnt in the fire of Tophet, called oft- 
en Gehenna by the Jews. It was an emblem 
of hell even in its firſt ſtate. Molech is ex- 
preſsly made a figure of the devil, the ruler 
of the.regtons.of darkneſs, in Pſalm. cvi. 37. 
where Iſrael are faid to burn their children 
to devils, 4 e. to Moloch his figure. The 
cruel pleaſure that falſe God was conſidered 
as taking in the human ſacrifices offered to 
him, finely repreſented the cruelty of Satan, 
who takes pleaſure. in nothing but the de- 
ſtruction of the human race; as the conſtant 
fire was a fit emblem of that fire, which 
ſhall not be quenched. Nor did it ceaſe to 
be figurative in its ſecond ſtate. The wicked 
are the filth of the goſpel church, the hea- 
venly Jeruſalem; and when the Son of Man 
comes, he will gather out of his kingdom e- 
very thing that offends, every nauſcaus thing, 
and all that do iniquity, and caſt them into 
hell, where the unquenchable fire {hall prey 
upon them without intermiſſion. Then the 
idols ſhall be utterly aboliſhed, as Joſiah abo- 
liſhed their images, and 9227 high thing 

„ „Wich 


eternal. 
died without mercy, died a violent and un- 


3CRIPTURE:TEXTS: vp 
ich exalted itſelf againſt Jeſus, ſhall be 


call into the Gehenna, of fire. 


This valley was fituated on the eaſt 5 
oxount Zion, contiguous to the foot of the 
holy mountain; from whence it was ſeen ! in 


its fulleſt proſpec, chicfly from the temple, 


the entrance to which was by the eaſt, A 
dreadful thought this! Chriſtians are ſaid to 


be come to mount Zion, Heb. xii. 22. the 


hill of the greateſt ſafety, and the moſt ex- 


alted joy. Yet from this mount we have the 


cleareſt diſcoveries of the depths and horrors 
of that abyſs of wrath, about to be fulWdif- 
played, to be keenly feit in the coming world. 


Neither heaven nor hell were ſo clearly ſeen 


from Sinai, or under that Siſpenfation : of 


things which was there eſtabliſhed. The 


law ſpake chiefly of a temporal life and death: 


the goſpel reveals' ptincipally a life and death 
They, that deſpiſed Moſes's law, 


timely death. This was ſevere enough. But 
of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be 
counted worthy, who tramples under foot 
the Son of God?” From Sinai the Jews faw 
the firſt death in a form peculiarly terrible ; 
but from Zion we ſee the: ſecond death, a 


puniſhment much more dreadful, a hell ſe- 
ven fold hotter provided for them who de- 
None are ſo ſenſible of the 
the Lord, or of the horrors of e- 


ſpiſe the goſpel. 
terrors 
2 Ta verlaſting 
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rerlaſting baniſhment from bis pteſence,” as 


them. 


ſhipping on Zion, that we may worſhip in re- 

verence and godly fear, and to warm our 
gratitude to _ who delivered us from the 

wrath to comme. 1 
In this light we may Sifoerm: both the bre 
ral and myſtical ſenſe of the verſe before us. 
Tophet is ordained of. old.” In former 


wo OBSERVATIONS ON: 


theſe whe have fled for reſuge to the temple 


of mercy, and worſhip the Lord of Hoſts on 
mount Zion. The blinded world fee not 


their danger. Sin and hell are beſt ſeen in 
in the light of the Lord. Tophet lay not 
near. Sinai, but Zion. We are neareſt hell 
when ekalted to goſpel privileges and deſpiſe 
Helh is ſet full in our view, when wor- 


times this valley was appointed for the mag 


ing of children in ſacrifice; “ for the kin 
or for Moloch, or Melech, (ſuch is the origt- 


nab word) it was prepared,“ it was conſecra- 


ted as a place for his worthip. Moloch ſig- 
nifies royal power, and the idol of this name 
repreſented the devil and every regal power 
inimical to the intereſts of the kingdom of 
God. Hence it is applied to the king of àſ- 


ſyria, the great enemy of the people of God; 


But in its myſtical ſenſe, it intends the more 
As the firſt Tophet was 
ordained of old, and prepared for Moloch, 
the ſecond is ſaid to have been prepared 
for the devil and his angels, the real Mo 


dreadful Tophet. 


r | loch 


loch and all his worſhippers. Here, there is 
fire and much wood, and the breath of Je- 


hovah, like a torrent of brimltone doth kin- 


dle it. 


'OBSERVAT ION XXII 


T hey Plaited a Crown of Thorns and put it p- 


on his bead. 


TT becomes Chriftians to attend to the i in- 

tention of Providence in every thing 11 
ens chiefly in what befel Chriſt, 
way wildom reveals her greateſt Fro ay 


The ſoldiers put a crown ot thorns on his 


head, and we know with what view they per- 


formed that mock ceremony. But as they 
only did what God's hand and council de- 


93 


termined before to be done,“ it imports us 
to know what God defigned by that circum- 
ſtance, Now, I think hereby 1ſt. They, 


contrary to their own intention, were led to 
Pilate wrote his 


acknowledge him as king. 
device or motto, and the Jews concurred in 


putting the crown on his head. Thus he was 
acknowledged both by Jews and Gentiles to 
be a king, the Meſtiah of the Jews and the 


Governor among the nations. 2d. This 


E out the nature of all earthly crowns, 


[ 3 Tne 
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10 OBSERVATIONS ON 


The jews would have made him an earthly 
King, and by crowning him with thorns they 
-gaye a figure of the nature of all crowns of 


that kind. Every crown has its thorns, which 


ſting, ſharply ſting the head of him that wears 
it. Cares and forrows make every flation of 
life unealy, but theſe principally crowd the 


royal Jevces. zd. Thus they fulfilled the 
prophecy in Song iii. 11. By a cuſtom a- 
mong the Jews, it ſeems the Queen- mother 
made the matrimonial crown, and put it upon 


her royal ſon on his nuptial day, to add a 
luſtre to the ſolemnities of that joy ful oc 
ſion. The day of Jeſus? death was the day 


of his nuptials, the day of his eſpouſals with 


the goſpel church. Adam's wedding day ua 


the day in which he fell into a Kail. Ae 


fleep, when his bride was formed of a rib. 


taken out of his ſide. The Chriſtian church, 


the bride of the ſecond Adam, was formed 
in the ſame manner. At his death, he made 
in himſelf of twain one new?” chuteh, Eph. 
ii. 15. The blood of Jeſus is the anly cord 
which binds Ged and man in the bond of 


love. This day of. eſpouſals began, like A. 


dam's 1 in ſorrow, but like bis too, it ended 


in the gladneſs of his heart.“ The Jewiſh 
church was the Queen-mother, "who weaved 
his nuptial crown. Obey Pilate, then, „e 


daughters of Zion, behold the Man go forth 
to Calvary, and behold the true Solomon with 
the 


8CRIPTURE-TEXTS, | 103 


the crown, wherewith his mother crowned 


him in the day of his eſpouſals, and in the 


day of the gladneſs of his heart. 4th. To 


remove the curie of the fall was the great 
Celign of the death of Jeſus. The ver 


earth was curſed; for mats ſake. 1 
and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth, ſaid the great 


judge of all. Thins. in the mate ſenſe, 


ſignify barrenneſs, labour and forrow. Car- 
rying a crown of thorns, then, ſhewed the 


intention of- Chriſt's death ; that he came to 
bear our griefs, and to ſatisfy us with abun- 


dance of good things, that we may reſt from 


our labours, and rejoice from our ſortows. 
To thorns grow in Immanuel's land, the new 


DEE and the 1 new carth, which we as chri- 


ſtians, look for; nor ſhall we there cat our 


bread in the ſweat. of our brow. Thorns 
and briars were ſet in the way of the Saviour; 


but he went through them and burnt them 
up together, Thus the crown of thorns be- 
came an emblem of victory, and a token of 


his having deſtroyed the works of the devil, 


and removed the baleful conſequences of the 
fall. It ſerved, too, to ſhew us the bleſſed 
end of our ale odds, that our thorns ſhall 
contribute materials for our crown. "The 
blood of Jefus has taken away all their malig- 
nity, ſo that, now they have pierced his tem- 
pies, they are not only harmleſs but benefi- 


cial. things. Our anomentary : afliQions ſhall 


work 
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1 OBSERVATIONS on 


Y work for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. We have not only rea- 


ſon to glory in the croſs of Chriſt, but in e- 


very circumſtance attending it, as all ſerve 
to diſplay the infinitude of divine wiſdom. 


Love without end, and without meaſure 
Grace. | 


* 


| OBSERVATION XXL. 


| PSA IM, cxxxii. laſt verſe, Be 


Upon his head ſhall the crown Aeuriſp. 


ET idea ſeems to be taken from the na- 


ture of the ancient crowns. beſtowed up- 


on conquerors. From the earlieſt periods of 
hiſtory, the laurel, olive, ivy, 5c. furniſhed 
crowns to adorn the heads of heroes, who 
had conquered in the field of batrle, gained 
the prize in the race, or performed ſome o- 


ther important ſervice to the public. Theſe 


were the dear-bought rewards, of the moſt. 


heroic exploits of antiquity. This ſets the 
propriety of this phraſe in full view. The i. 


dea of a crown of gold, and jewels flouriſh- 
ing, is at leaſt unnatural, whereas, flouriſh- 


ing is natural to laurels, oaks, c. Theſe 
were put upon the heads of the victors in 
full verdure, and their merit ſeemed to make 


them fourth on their ag in freſher green. 


The 
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* 


The literal. crown, which Jeſus wore, was. 
alſo of the vegetable kind, and the thorn of 
ſorrow, never flouriſhed in ſuch vigour, as: 


on his head. Now he has got the crown. of 
life, which ſhall not fade away, like the pe- 


riſhing verdure of the crowns of other he- 


rocs. It ſhall fouriſh for ever, in all the vi- 


gour of immortality, and bring forth all the. 
olive-ſruits of peace, for his people. Its. 


branches ſhall ſpread, and furniſh crowns for. 
all Abe vietocs, - in the en Warfare. 


OBSERVATIONS XXIV: 


MATT. xl. 42. 


The queen of the Scutb, came from the utter. 


mo/t parts of the earth to hear the wiſdom of 


Solomon; ; and behold, a tact than Core 
is here. 


PHE law was a 1 of Cbriſt. Fark: 
of his excellencies, was prefigured, by 


ſome great perſonage, celebrated in the law. 
hiſtory. Solomon was endued with an un 


common ſhare of wiſdom, that thereby he 
might be a figure of Chriſt, as. the wiſdom of 
God. And as. Chriſt was appointed to be 2 

preacher, to communicate the divine wildem 
to mankind, Solomon, as a type of him, 
both in bis royal 2nd 12 characters, 
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turns e throne into a pulpit; and ſo brilli- 
ant were his talents of eloquence, ſo deep his 


knowledge of things, that his fame reached 


to the ends of the earth, and brought the 
queen of Sheba, from the moſt didlant re- 
- Foun, to hear his wiſdom. | 

Thus ſcripture gives us an account of two: 
royal preachers, the one under the law, the 
other under the gofpel diſpenſation. Both 
are celebrated for wildom, and, it merits ob- 
fervation, we have a large ſpecimen- of a ſer- 
mon, delivered by each of them; the for- 
mer in the book Eccleſiaſtes, the Jatter in 


the 5th, 64h, and 7th, chapters of Mat- 


thew's goſpel. Attending to theſe, we may 
be in caſc to judge of their comparative me- 
rit; and to lee. the juſtneſs of our Lord's 
claim, to pre- eminence in the art of preach- 
ing. Reading the latter, we muſt ſay—Be- 
hold, a greater than Solomon is here! 
The ſubject and manner of their ſermons, 


fuit the different diſpenſations of religion, un- 


der which they appeared. As the law in its 
letter, ſpeaks of this world only, and its en- 
ae while the goſpel, the power of an 
endleſs life, Tpeaks of the coming world, and 
of enjoyments beyond the grave; Solomon 
_confines his attention to this world, and the 
things of it“, while W direQs our regards 


lug the affairs of men, and ih all into * this 


to 
3 He Sacks indeed of God as a 8 orerngt, fageriptens 5 


ont, 
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£0 the world to come. As the law was a ſha- 


.dow, devoid of ſubſtance, Solomon, in the 
very opening.of his diſcourſe, gives the cha- 
racteriſtic of all earthiy-things, even in the 
promiſed land, where all the bleſſings of the 
law were contained“ Vanity of vanities; all 
is vanity.” As a contraſt to this, when Chriſt, 

the goſpel preacher opened his mouth, he 

ſpake of the kingdom of heaven, the land of 

ſolid and abiding realities “ Bleſſed are the 
poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
Solomon preſents ſhadows to our 
view, even the king enjoyed no more: and 


heaven.“ 


who can come after the king, to improve 


upon his ſyſtem of enjoyment? None of his 


good things could ſatiate the ſaul. But, ſays 


Ferns « Blefſed are they that hunger and 


thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they hall be 


filled.“ The Jaw preacher, pronounces eve- 
ry thing in his Kingdom, vanity and vexation 


of ſpirit: even its muſic, wine, gardens, and 


all its pleaſurable ſcenes, ended in ſorrow 


and woe. Chriſt pronounces not only the 


enjoyments of bis kingdom, but its af- 


Amiens 7 and tribulations, to be ſources of 
| gladneſs 


enly ſoeaks of God as the Ruler and Judge of the preſent fyſtem; 


the concluding ſcene of which is the judgment. He no where, 
in this book, Speaks of the ,new heavens and new earth, which 
Jeſus calls the kingdom of Heaven. Solomon deſcribes a king- 
dom under the Sun; Je exhibits a kingdom above the ſun, 
where the Lord him{clf ſhall be our everlaſting light. — Without 


this key it is impoſſible to make the Eccleſiaſtes ſpeak truth, 


Does: the wiſe man, for inſtance, die as the ſool, in 5 that: king- 
4 om: where there is no death? 
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gladneſs and joy. © When men perſecute 
you, and ſpeak all manner cf evil againſt you 
falſely, for my ſake, rejoice and be exceed- 
ing glad.“ Hence the motto of his ſermon 
may be thus expreſſed, all is reality and joy of 
pirit, Well, then, may we imitate the queen 
of Sheba ; we may come from the uttermoſt 
parts of the carth, to hear the wiſdom of Je. 


. 

| 

[ 

ſus; or rather, rejoice that his wiſdom has | 
cryeqd, and underſt 2 hath lifted up her 
Voice, tilt all the ends of the earth hath heard 
the bliſsful ſound. His wiſdom makes us 

„ wiſe to ſalvation. Length of days is in her 
right hand, and 3 in her let hand, riches and , 
honour,” , 
OBSERVATION XXV. 

| Hos za, Xiv. 6. , 

Tam tile a green , fir-tree; from me is is thy Frail r 
found. 28 | i 

HE barrennelh of the fir-tree is Univer- 5 
fally-known ; nor is it leſs certain, that k 

hint has no fruit can impart none. Yet God n 


is repreſented in this verſe, as ſaying to E- 
phraim, “ I am a green hr-tree; from me 
is thy fruit found.” . 
To ſolve this difficulty, it is 88 to I 
obferve, that the Jews, in imitation of the > 
 heathens, | 
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heathens, had long attributed the powers of 
. ſertility, vegetation, procreation, conception, 
Sc. to various idols, whom they worthip- 
| ped, with a view to obtain from them the 
of bleflings of fœcundity, or to avert from them 
© the curſe of barrenneſs, ſo much dread- 
| cd by a people, deſtined by Providence, to 
propagate the Holy Seed. Theſe idols, they 
imagined, took delight to dwell in groves, J 
and that cach had his, or her favourite tree, _ 
ra chiefly among tke ever-greens, of which the al 
fir is a ſpecies. And, as they imagined, that 
"| the deities prefiding over conception, had 
nde their refidence among theſe trees, and com- 
municated the fœcundizing virtue, through 
the tree ſacred to them, their blind votaries 
commonly made the ſpot, where theſe trees 
grew, the ſcene of their laſcivious gratifica- 
tions. Of this we have a plain account in 
| Ifatah Ivii. 3—5. © Ye ſeed of the adulte- 
ruit rer and the whore—enflaming yourſelves with 
I idols under every green tree.“ See alſo Ezek. 1 4 
N, 4 t. Hof, iv 12; 17 B76 + 4 1 
That the Jews thus enflamed themſelves, t 
" with a view to procure children, is plain e- 
d 4 JJ 
nough from Hoſ. ix. Io, - end, They went 
to Baal-Peor, — and their abominations were 
ſuch as they loved,” i. e. they committed 
Iwhoredom. Therefore, fays God, Their 
* to] glory ſhall flee away like a bird; from the 
the birth, and from the womb, and from- the 
b 1 conception. 
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conception. Give them, O Lord; what wilt 
thou give them? Give them a miſcarrying 


>. 


i womb, and dry breaſts. Ephraim is ſmitten, 
—they ſhall bear no fruit : yea, though they 
= bring forth, yet will I ſlay even the beloved 
* fruit of their womb.” . Thus we fee what 
1 Ephraim had * to do with idols; * he wor- 
0 Thipped them with a view to procure the fruit 
5 of 19 womb. Convinced, however, at lait 
1 f of the vanity of this practice, he is repreſent- 
* ed in this verſe as ſaying, What have Ito 
Fr do any more with idols ?? Therefore, ſays 
4th God, © I have pitied him, and obſerved him” 
100 with an eye of mercy, and now condeſcend, 
55 again to tell him, Tam the true green fir. 
17 7 tree; from me, or underneath my influences, 
14 18 thy fruit or fertility found.” Dwelling un- 


der my ſhadow—thy fruit ſhall be as Leba- 
non. If ye walk in my ſtatutes,” Lev. 
xxvi, 3, 9+, I will make you fruitful and 
multiply you. IT Lam the real poſſeſſor of theſe 
bleſfings, which you vainly hope to find, un- 
der the green fir. trees. The fruit of the womb 
is my reward. 
Ihe chriſtian church, is frequently called in, 
the Old- Teſtament prophecies, “The mother 
of many children.“ But from whence docs 
ſee derive this power? Jeſus alone is the green 
r. tree, from whom her fruit is found. A- 
diding in him, ſhe brings forth all the fruits 


of righteouſneſs; A under the ſhadow of 
bis 


- SCRIPTURE-TEXTS. tre 


his divine influences, ſhe becomes the joyful 


mother of children. Or, as it is finely de- 
ſcribed in this chapter, They that dwell, or 


continue to dwell under his ſhadow, they 


hall live or ſpring like the corn, ſpread as 


the vine, and their (cent. hall de as wine ok 


Lebanon.“ 


The origin of che a e prac- 


tice of the heathens, from whom the Jews 


borrowed it, may be cably traced, by the 
tradition they had among them, of the tree 
of life, in the earthly par: adiſe. As God had 
revealed his intention of conveying life, firſt 
through the litetal tree of life, and then 
through the Seed of the Woman, of whom 
that tree was a figure, and who is hence cal- 


led, the Tree of Life, in the midſt of the Pa- 
radiſe of God, it is eaſy to ſee, how a ſuper- 
ſtitious fancy, came to aſcribe the powers of 
liſe, to ſome divine virtues, reſident in trees. 
Thus the original, the ſaving truth, may be 
eaiily traced through all the darkneſs of ſu- 


| perſtition. The very vices of N were 


the offspring of a miſtaken theology. 80 


melancholy is it, that Truth, ſo pure, ſo 


healthful in her origin, ſhould, in her courſe 


through this contaminated world, loſe all 
her beneficial qualities, in the muddy FEY 


poiſonous ſtreams, which flow from the abyſs 
of a + carnal and luperſtitious imagination. 
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OBSERVATION xxvl. 


PALM, Ixxli. 16. ä 7 


F! "oY ali be an handful of corn in the earth, 
5 the ?ops of the mountains, &C. 


15 che primary ſenſe, this Pſalm concerns 
Solomon ; but many parts of it, have no 


fulneſs of truth, or even ſenſe in them, till 
we apply them to Jeſus Chriſt. 


The Jews 
themſelves, allow it to be a deſcription of the 
glorious character, and triumphant reign of 


the Meſſiah, of whom Solomon was but a fi- 
gure- Commentators ſeem to agree, in ap- 


Piying this verſe to the diſciples of Jeſus, at 
the time of his Rei, propheſicd of 


in the foregoing verſe, Then the diſciples, 
Tay they, were few in number, like an hand- 
ful of corn, and yet grew and multiplied, in- 


ta an abundance of fruit. Some learned 


Jews, bowbeit, apply the firſt clauſe to Meſ.- 
fab himſelf, reading it thus—He ſhall be an 


Handful of corn in the land, c. And it is 


evident, that the clauſe may be thus render- 


ed, and that this verſion is moſt agreeable to 
the context, as the whole concerns the Meſ- 
Hah, Vet the certainty of either of theſe ver- 
ſions, could not have been aſcertained, if Je- 
ſus himſelf had not authenticated the latter, 

K 2 by 


ret eee ů ů ů ¶ ——¹0Ü0tõ 
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57 aff uring us that the Spirit here Peil con. 
cerning himſelf, John xli. 24. Verily, ve- 
rily, 1 ſay unto you, except a grain of wheat 
fall into the ground, and die, it abideth a- 
lone : but if it die, it e forth nch 
i ; 
D It appears e to me that our Saviour: 
In theſe words has this verſe i in his eye. The 
Hebrew pi 2 ſignifies the minuteſt part of a 
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ns F thing, and as 2 grain, and not a handful, is. 
no} the fmalleſt portion of wheat, conſequently. 
till the Hebrew Piſtbar anſwers exactly to. the 
WS Greek ethos. tou ſitou, a grain of wheat. 
he | Bath are ſaid to be ſown in the earth, and to 1 
2 bring forth abundance of fruit. In this view, 11 


** 12 
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ICS; 
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how exact, how- glorious. is the deſcription 
g- of the Meſſiah in this verſe ! Firſt, © He ſhall 
be a grain of wheat in the land. or earth, on 


— 


FR 
= ht x 
*. | 
n 
1 
14 
"Ws 
- & 
* 
'T 
£.33 K 
Fs * 
FR Þ 
44 
55 1 
4, kd [4 
41 
1 
. *% 
F (7 $ 
*& 1 
=. 
el 
111 
11 
* 
7 . 
1 bt | 
© xs 
* «3 : 
1 
11 
l 
Ta 
PSLK 
"rt 
7% 
. 
19 ; 
if g 
2" +, 4 
* 2: 
s © £ 
1 2 
P i 2 
—— | 
f £8 
$452 48 
114. 
11 
9. 
1. 
8 
EF 
ET: 1 
«tf 
XN | 
LINES 
1 14 
11 
F 
Wo 
A 
3! 
1 * 
1. 
28 
1 
4 
Is 
Pape . 
3% 4 
1 
1 5 
A FT . 
As 4 
: 
2 
Fg : 
T4: 4 
*. * 
1 
+ | 
* * 
4 


ne tops of the mountains.“ At his death + 
es, he was ſown in the earth on the tops of Zion 1 
ad- and Calvary; ſown not to-periſh, but to re- Fil 
in vive and bring forth his fruit. In the grave 
ed ne received the fertilizing principles of ter- 
el. nal life, which expand themſelves in that in- 
an | numerable wultitude, that ſpring up with 
t is him in the likeneſs of his reſurrection. Se- 
ler- condly, © His fruit ſhall make a ruſhing ſound. 
„to] like Lebanon,” or like the wind. on the high 
le- trees of Lebanon. The fruits of jeſus are 
er- the fruits of the ſpirit, and ſoon aſter his aſ- 


Je- cenſion, the ſpirit came on the apoſtles © in 
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OBSERVATIONS ON 
the ſound of a ruſhing mighty wind,” which 


found has gone to all the earth, in the preach. 


ing of the goſpel, bringing forth fruit to God 


in all who receive it in truth; according to 


the laſt clauſe They ſhall flouriſh or ſpread 


from the city as the graſs of the earth.” The 
apoſtles began. at Jeruſalem, the Holy City, 
and from it they went to all nations, till the 
multitude of believers was like the 


number and in beauty. He is blind indeed, 
who ſees not that this prophecy muſt have 


come forth from the Lord of Hoſts! Devils 
believe : we mult be brutes ere we can be 


| Deiſts. 


0 BSERVATION XXVIL 


10B, xxvi. 55 6, * 


Dead things are formed from under the waters, 
Hell is naked. 


and the inhabitants theredf. 
Before him, and deftrufticn hath no covering. 


_ He Aretcheth out the north over the empty 


. Place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. 


PHAT the fifth yerſe ! 18 miſrendered! in our 


verſion, muſt be obvious to the lighteſt 
attention. 


charadteriſtic 


graſs in 


Dead things are formed every 
where, by ſea and land; conſequently to ſay 
«dead things are formed under the waters,“ 
is to ay: nothing to the purpoſe, as this is no. 


R Ma, You © EO »- . WE En, 
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characteriſtie diſtinction of the waters at all. 
It would have been more juſt, had this de- 
ſcription been applied to the land, as it fur. 
niſhes us with a far greater number of inani- 


mate beings. 


To underſtand this paſſage, it is neceſſary 
that we ſhould get at the true ſenſe of the. 
expreffion © under the waters ;” as this will. 


give the key to the whole. Nor can we at-, 
tain this but by viewing the hell and deſtruc: 


tion in verſe 6, as explanatory of, and ſyno- 
nymdus with the waters in the «th verſe. It 
is evident, that ſcripture repreſents hell. as a, 
place where Satan and his angels are general. 
ly confined, during the preſent period : and 
that this ſcat of darkneſs and woe is ſituated 


“ under the waters,“ or in caverns below the 


great deep or abyſs. Hence the devils be- 


ſought our Lord, that he might not com- 
mand them to go out into the deep,“ or, as 
it is in the original, into the abyſs or bottom- 
leſs gulph. This place is alſo called fariarum, 
2 Pet. ii. 4. and that this is the place of 


Satan and his angels is expreſsly ſaid in Rey, 
xx. I, 2, 3) This idea is retained among all 
the antient nations. Thus, the Greeks call. 
ed Hell, T artarus, and ſuppoſed it to be ſitu- 


ated in caverns below the Atlantic Ocean, 
which they bence called mare tenebrarum, , 
i. e. the ſea of darkneſs, As Hell was view-, 


ed as a region of darkneſs, it was natural 4 
that 
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the lake of fire. 
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that fanciful people to imagine that it was 
placed in the ocean, where the ſun went 
To be under 
the waters, then, and to be in Hell or Tarta- 


rus, ſignifies the ſame ſtate of woe. 


Let us now attend to the ** dead things,” 
which are faid, in our tranſlation, to be form- 
The original word 
tranſlated dead things,” is rephaim, a word 


which no where ſignifies dead but by acci- 
It primarily denotes abjection of ſpi- 
it, dread, conſternation, or any object which 


dent. 


excites theſe diſagreeable ſenſations. Thus, 


it moſt commonly denotes giants, monſters 
In all the an- 
tient nations, this name was particularly appli- 
ed to that generation of miſcreants, who built 


In ſtature, tyranny or vice. 


the tower of Babel. Though the ſacred wri- 


ters have not given us a particular account of 
the manner of the deſtruction of theſe mon- 
ſters, who, in defiance of Jehovah, built that 
famous tower, yet tradition has affured us 
that it was by thunder, lightning and a de- 
luge of rain, which deſtroyed many and ſcat- 


tercd the reſt, Swallowed up in' the wrath 


of Jehovah, or caſt into Hell, they became a 


figure of the wicked in general; chiefly of 


the worſhippers of the, beaſt, the builders of 
the myſtical Babylon, who ſhall be caſt into 
In this view we ſee, the 


| e e in the expreſſion “ The 
Rephaim. 


: SCRIPTURE- TEXTS, 1157 


Rephaim are under the waters,“ the ring; 


leaders in apoltacy from tr uth, are call into 


het * fc 
As violence, cruelty ind rapacity, have al- 


ways diſtinguiſhed the race of giants, hence 


the word rapa or rape in the derived langua- 
zes, ſtill convey theſe ideas. I hus the Latin 
rapacitas, rapidus, rapina, rapis, &c.; the 
French rapt, rapacite, rapide; the Engliſh, 
rape, to rap and rend, i. e. to ſeize by vio- 


lence, rapacious, rapid, rapine, rapture. The 


pronounced 6, this word became the Latin 
rabidus, our rabid; as alſo rober, Fr.; robbare, 


Ital. ; to rob, robber, robbery, Eng. The b. 


changed into For v, as is common, this word 


became the Saxon hrafen, reſian, to rob; 
the French ravin, and our raven, ravin, 10 


raviſb, rover. This laſt word ſignifies ſtill a 


robber or pirate; and as a perſon of that de- 
ſcription is always wandering about in queſt 
of prey, it came to convey the idea of wan- 


dering, rambling, fickleneſs, in the Daniſh 
raffver, and our rove, rover. ] 


With regard to the inhabitants of the! in- 
ternal regions, mentioned in che end of the 
verſe, it muſt be obſerved, that hell is ſaid in 
ſcripture, to have been “prepared for the 


devil and his angels.” Theſe, ſays Peter, 


were caſt down into Tartarus, where they are 


reſerved in chains of darkneſs, to the judg- | 


ment of the great day. Theſe were the ori- 


ginal 
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ginal Rephaim, the proud defiers of Jehovah, 


heads of the gteat apoſtacy, who taught man- 
Theſe, then, are the origi- 


proud, and ſuch as do wickedly among men 


are to dwell. 


How it came into the heads of our EE: 


Jators to render the Hebrew halel by the Eng- 
liſh word © formed” ſeems altogether unac- 


countable, Halel, indeed, ſometimes ſigni- 


fies to begin a work, but its radical idea is 
Piercing, Ariting through ; which, when ap- 
plied to a living creature, mult * convey the 
idea of pain, torment and anguiſh, 
fenſe it is often taken in the ſacred writings. 


In this 


The obvious- meaning, then, of the whole 


verſe, is—The rinplcaders in iniquity, all 
that the antient world called Rephaim, Ti- 
tans, Giants, Tyrants, Oc. are tormented 


under the waters, in the deep of Tartarus, 
ht are the inhabitants thereof. 
Thus, too, the connexion between the oth 


and 6th verſes is clear. Though theſe 20565 


ſters are caſt down into the abyſs of darkneſs, 


they are not hid from the all- penetrating eye 
of Jehovah. Hell is naked before him, and 


Abaddon has no covering. All things, pla- 


ces and perſons, are naked and open, have 
no covering without, nor concealment within, 
from the eyes of him, with whom we have 
to do.— low dreadfully ſublime is the idea! 
fo That 
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-Þ hat there is fomething, amiſs in our ver- 
fion of verſe 5th ſeems very probable. „He 
ſtretches the north over the empty place.“ 
May not the ſame thing be ſaid of the ſouth, 


eaſt and weſt? As every part of the carth s 
equally diſtended over the empty ſpace, our 


verſion gives no determinate idea at all, when 


it aſcribes. this property. as peculiar to the 


north. Spoon, the word here rendered the 


north, originally denotes covering, concealing, | 
and hence the coverer or that which conceals. . 
As a noun it is often uſed, indeed, to ſigni- 

ſy the north, perhaps becauſe the northern 


regions were little known by the antients, or 
for ſome other reaſon unknown to us. 


Job's time, this word had denoted the hea- 


VERS, or the canopy of the ſky, and that this 
What renders 


is the ſenſe of it in this verſe... 
this probable is, that the word noteh, in o- 


ther paſſages, when applied to denote. the 


exertion of creative power in diſtending, 
ſtretching out, or expanding any part of na- 


ture, is always joined with Shemim, the 
heavens, which are ſaid to be ſtretched out, 


as a curtain, or a canopy expanded over the 
immenſe void, Iſa. xl. 22, 51, 13. The hea- 
vens and the earth comprehended the whole 
creation. 
vens, and laying the foundation of the earth, 
are deſcriptive of the whole work of God in 

the 
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the formation of this viſible ſyſtem. Now, 


as the verſe under review contains a deſcrip- 


tion of the ſame kind, it is highly probable, 
that noteh ſpoon here means the ſame thing as 


noteh ſbemim in ſimilar texts. Admitting this, 
the verſe contains a fullneſs of ſenſe, and a 
clear ſublime deſcription of the power of God 


In creation. He ſtretches ont the canopy of 


heaven, over emptinels itſelf, and hangs or 


6 re the earth upon nothing. 


If this be not admitted, %u here may fg: 


nify the abyſs or great deep, over which the 


dry-land is ſaid in ſcripture to be extended. 


In this view, Spoon denotes the ſhell of earth 
incloſing the waters; and the verſe reads 
thus—He ſtretches out the dry-land over the 


vaſt abyſs, and ſuſpends the earth (the whole 
globe) on nothing. 

” If it be (till conſidered as. moſt probable, 
that Spoon ſignifies the north, as this is the 
general ſignification of the word, the hiſtory 


of Captain Cook's voyage to the Pacific O- 
cean, will furniſh us with a very probable in- 


terpretation of this text. Speculatiſts have 
long imagined, that, in order to preſerve the 


Juſt poiſe of the earth, there muſt be a ſouth- 


ern continent to ner the northern 


one. Experience has now demoliſhed that 


ideal ſyſtem, and clearly proven that the Pa- 
cific Ocean is aſſigned by the Creator as the 
ſole counterpoiſe to this vaſt continent. This 

e gives 
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gives à full ſenſe, and an amazing propriety 
to the deſcription in this text, He ſtretch- 
es the northern continent over the vaſt abyls, 
and ſuſpends the earth upon nothing.“ 


The 
more we become acquainted with the true 


ſyſtem of nature, the more accurate and phi- 


ioſophical the ſcriptural Geicriptions of! its laws 
muit appear. ES 


OBSERVATION XxvIII. 
Joun, xix. 30. 


It is Aniſbed. 


Co] mt TATORS have agreed to un 
derſtand theſe words of our Lord, as 
expreſſive of the accompliſhment of our re- 
demption by him: and, undoubtedly, at that 
time the ſuffering- part of his work was juſt 
about to be concluded by pouring out his 
foul unto death. When he uttered his in- 
terceſſory prayer, he had finiſhed the practi— 
cal part of his work; John xvil. 4. Father, 
I have finiſhed the work, thou gaveſt me to 
do:“ and now having finiſhed the taſk of ſuf- 
tering, he cried with a loud voice © It is fi- 
niſbed,” and bowing his head, gave up the 
ghoſt. 

Something, however, ſeems defective! in the 
above commentary. It ncither explains the 
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reaſon of his uttering theſe words, nor of his 


uttering them with a loud voice. Whereas it 
is acknowledged, that all that he did and 
{aid on that occaſion was intended to fulfil 
the ſcriptures; yea, that every circumſtance 
of that great event was neceſſary, becauſe 
they had been all either foretold or typified 


in the ſcriptures concerning him. Is it not 


reaſonable, then, to conclude, that this ex- 
preſſion was allo intended for the ſame pur- 


poſe; or that it is an alluſion to, or fulfil- 


ment of ſome Old-Teſtament type ?—Per- 
haps, the following thought may ſerve to ex- 
plain it. J 8 

It is well known, that the Jews were com- 
manded by God, to obſerve the firſt day of 
every new- moon, as an holy-day to the Lord. 
This was a law given to Iſrael; and none ſeem 


to have been kept with greater punctuality by 


that people. For this purpoſe, it was ne- 
ceſſary carefully to obſerve the time of the 
change of the moon, that the people might 
have timely notice of that event: yet their 
ignorance of aſtronomical calculations ren - 
dered it impoſſible for them to aſcertain that 
period, with any degree of exactneſs. To 
remedy this inconveniency, ſome men were 


employed to watch the firit appearance of a 


Rreak of light in the moon's diſk, and to an- 
nounce the joyful tidings, with all poſſible 
fpecd, to the grand council, So ſoon as this 
int!mation 
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intimation was given, an inquiry was made, 
whether the perſons were credible witneſſes; 
and, ſecondly, whether their report agreed 


with ſuch calculations, as they were then a- 
ble to make: in which caſe, the preſident pro- 


claimed the new moon, by laying mekade/h, 
i. e. it is conſecrated, or it is holy- day; which 
word was twice repeated aloud by the peo- 
ple, and ordered to be proclaimed every 
where by the found of the trumpet, blown 
from hill to hill over all the land. 

That the moon was intended to be a figure 


ok the external ſtate of the church in this 
world, ſeems evident enough. Both are ſub- 


ject to perpetual viciſſitudes; interchangeably 


waxing and waning; while both derive their 
glories from their reſpective ſun. Hence, God 
ſet the moon in heaven, that the ſolemnities 
of the Jewiſh worſhip, might be regulated 
be, exhibiting, by this inſtitution, the 
mutability of that ſyſtem, which, like its re- 


evlatrix/ was ſoon to wax old, and vaniſh 


from the ſight of men. In this view, the 


period of the death of Jeſus anſwers to the 


change of the moon; and the appearances of 
the new diſpenſation of grace, introduced by 
the goſpel, correſponds with the new- moon. 
This was a change indeed! 'Then © old things 


gradually paſſed away, and all things became 
new.“ 


But to fulfil the type, it was neceſſary 
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that this change ſhould be intimated to man- 


kind, and that in a manner analogous to that 
of the proclamation of the new-moon. But 
who ſhould make this proclamation but Meſ- 
Hah himſelf; who with his apoſtles form the 


goſpel-ſanhedrim, wherein he is the ſole pre- 
ident? To him all power in heaven and in 


carth is committed, and he is given to be head 


aver alr things to the church. In this view, 


we find his laſt words full of meaning, and e- 
vidently analogous to that which intimated 
the change of the moon, He cried fefelęſtai, 
it is finiſhed—The old ſyſtem of religion is 
come to its period, the law having received 
its full accompliſhment in me, and a new 
ſtate of things ſhall in a little appear. 


That the analogy may appear more ſtri- 
king, it muſt be obſerved, that the original 


Word teteleftai, rendered in our verſion it is 
finiſhed, is of the ſame import with the word 


mekadejh. Either of them may be rendered 


it is conſecrated, or, it is finiſhed, See Leigh's 


Critica Sacra. Hence initiation into the chri- 
ſtian church by baptiſm was antiently called 


ſeleigſis, and the nhutiated feleioi; intimating 
the change then paſſed upon them, and their 
conſecration to the ſervice of God. This 


may ſhew us, that the law made nothing per- 


fect; its oblations could not purge the con- 


ſcience from dead works. The goſpel makes 
us perſcc, by giving the holineſs of the truth. 


Our 
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Our great Redeemer cried it is conſecrated 


Nov the ſpirit of holineſs ſhall be poured 
upon all nations. This is the holy-day, © blow 


ye the trumpet at new. moon, ling loud to God 


our ſtrength,” 


We may add, that in imitation of the pre- 


ſident of the Jewiſh council, Chriſt uttered 
this word with a loud voice; and, in a ſhort 


time after, he ordered this change to be pro- 
claimed by the ſound of the goſpel-trumpet 


through all the world. Go ye,“ ſays he 
to his apoſtles, “ into all the world, and 


preach the goſpel to every creature.“ Lell 
them that the old ceremonies and ritual in- 


ſtitutions are aboliſhed ; and from henceforth, 


the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 


but righteouſneſs and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. 
To indicate the change of the Jiſpenſariort 


of religion, it deſerves obſervation ; that the 


ſun was eclipſed at the time of Meſſiah's death, 
or there was darkneſs over all the land from 


the ſixth to the ninth hour. Every one in 
the leaſt acquainted with aſtronomy knows, 
that, according to the courſe of nature, ſuch 
an eclipſe could only happen at the change of 
the moon, by her interpoſition between the 


earth and the ſun, Yet at the time ſpecified 


it was full moon, being in the middle of the 


firſt month or moon of the eccleſiaſtical year, 


when the paſſover was kept. Why then, muſt 
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the ſun be darkened on this occafion, as if 


it had been new-moon ? Why the courſe of 
nature changed? Certainly for ſome import- 
ant reaſon: and I know not of any other, 
but that type and antirype might correſpond, 
or that the ſcriptures might be fulfilled. As 
the church had now loſt almoſt all her exter- 
nal glory, all of which was ſoon to be turned 
into darkneſs and vaniſh away, that ſhe might 
allume 4reſh ſplendors and ſhine in a light 
more divine, the glory of God riſing upon 
her, it was divinely proper that this great 
event ſhould be intimated by darkening the 
great Juminaries of heaven, at the death of 
Teſus, and by their aſſuming treſh glories im- 
mediately after he gave up the ghoſt. _ 
But at this time alſo it was really full moon, 
This too, we may be ſure, came forth from 
the Lord of hoſts, to point out ſome truth in 
the myflery of godiineſs. Now the Old Te- 
ſtament church, the typical moon; all her 
prophecies, types and promiſes, were about to 
receive their full illuſtration and accomplith- 
ment in the death of Jeſus. How proper was | 
it, then, that the moon of nature, the figure 
of that church, ſhould, at the ſame inſtant, 
mine in all the fullneſs of her glory! 

At this time, the Sun of Righteouſneſs was 
ecclipſed, by the withdrawing of the light of 
the Father's face. Deprived of the ſweet ſen- | 
fations of the divine favour, Jeſus cried mb : 

ou 


nc 


as 


n- 
h 2 


Pſalm. 
ſun ſhould be darkened on this truly ſolemn 
occaſion, that as he had borrowed all his ra- 
diance from Jeſus, be might alſo participate 
with him in his darkneſs. 
preſented Jeſus as the light of the world ; and 


SCRIPTURE-TEXTS. 127 


loud voice, my God, my God, why haſt thou 


forſaken me,“ This was foretold in the 22d 
How proper, then, was it, that the 


Long had he re- 


now he muſt indicate to mankind, by the 
darkneſs which covered his face, the horrors 
of thick darkneſs which had fallen on the 


ſoul of the Saviour, when he came into © the 


hour and power of darkneſs.” _ + 


OBSERVATION XXIX. 
ps. Ixxxi. 3. 


Blow up the trumpet at nero. moon, in the time 
appointed, on our ſolemn feaſt day. 


- Tur word rendered © the time appointed,” 


ſignifies the hidden or covered period 
that is . time when the moon is concealed 
or covered with darkneſs. 


the firſt day of the ſeventh moon was the 


moſt ſolemn of the whole; being not only the 


firſt of the moon, but of the civil year. This 
was called the feaſt of trumpets, as it was-te- 


lebrated by the blowing of trumpets from ſun- 


riſing 


This day was a 
joyful feſtival, returning every month: but 
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riſing to ſun-ſetting ; according to the com- 
mand, lt ſhall be a day of the n 5 


trumpets to you.“ 


This joy was a memorial of the joy of 


creation and the joy of the giving the law: 


it alſo pre- indicated the blowing of the goſpel 


trumpet, after the dark, the covered period 


of the death of Chriſt, when the form of the 


church changed, and * the year of the re- 
deemed” began: and, finally, it prefigured 


the laſt day, when the trumpet of God mall 7 


ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed. 


| As the Jews were Ignorant of the true 
time of the change, they, in proceſs of time, 
kept two days inſtead of one, as holidays; 


the day after the moon totally diſappeared, 


and that on which ſhe began to be re-illumi- 
ned. The ſecond of theſe days, however, 


Was always conſidered as moſt ſacred, as the 


returning light aſcertained the change of the 
moon, and then only ſhe could be properly 


called new-moon. Thus, Saul excuſed Da- 
vid's abſence from table on the firſt day, 1 
Sam. xx. 24,27. but could admit of no apo- 


logy for his neglect of the ſecond. So it is 
ſtill. The day after the death of Chriſt, or 


Saturday, when the hope of the church was 


covered with darkneſs, is celebrated as a holi- 
day by Ifracl after the fleſh, while Iſracl after 
the _ Wehe the firſt day of the week, when 


tha 
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of rejoicing in the Lord. 
This ſhews the propriety of obſerving the 


day of the moon's appearance as moſt ſacred. 


The diſciples of Jeſus were as ignorant of the 


time of the change of the diſpenſation of re- 
ligion, or of the meaning of the Saviour's 
death, as the Jews were of the true time of the 
moon's change. But when their Lord aroſe 
from the dead on the firſt day of the week, the 
hope of the church began to brighten: the diſ- 
ciples were glad when they ſaw the Lord. On 
the ſame day of the week, the ſpirit deſcended 
on the apoſtles, throwing a new luſtre on the 
old teſtament ſcriptures. Then the church 
became new ; her light came, and the glory - : 
OL 
the week is left in truſt with the people of 
God, to be kept as a Sabbath, in memory of 
the new creation begun in him on that day. 
It is alſo our new. moon; a day of an holy 
aſſembly, and of blowing of the trumpet to 
us, while a ſacred feaſt is held to the Lord. 
All this is exemplified in the practice of the 


the Lord roſe upon her. Hence the fir 


firſt chriſtian churches, Acts xx. 7. On 


the firſt day of the week, the diſciples met 
together,“ in an holy convocation, “ to break. 


bread,” to keep the ſacred feaſt appointed by 


the Lord: ; and Paul preached,“ or ſounded 
the e to them. Thus, the firſt of the 


week. 


— 
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the church began to be re- illuminated by the 
riſing of the Sun of Truth Upon her, as a day 


* 
ee 
— 
* 


— . > No 
— — EP 
— 
—_ 


a 17 EDT SZ rea Fo et 
— ——— Y- y ow nn 2 * — 
— —— — 
K =o EE ES IT —— EXAM D 


Wie FS 2 
—<., ww — Ames. 14" 3 
7 ons 


— 
— — —— 22 Agr rant 0 
5 1 — — 4 Ce 24444 1 * 
"a . 


r 


8 „CCC T0000 
SA 
„ on EE. - 

—= 


_ 

m__ 7 
„ 
— 


3 ets ord 2 ade * 
* i» ASH » — 

NN R 
Prams - 


13o OBSERVATIONS W 
week is the antitype of the Jewiſh new-moons 
in all its exerciſes. It is ſo alſo in its deſign, 


to expreſs joy in the returning light of the 


church ; a light ſpringing from the grave in 
the reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead. 
Ihe joy of the Jews on the day of the 
new. moon was a figure of that joy we have 
in Chriſt, in the ordinances he has appointed. 
This is clear from wat Paul ſays, Colloſſ. ii. 
16, 17. The new-moon, and the Sabbath; 


which things are a ſhadow of things to come; 
but the body is of Chriſt.” In any other view, 
the joy of the Jews on that occaſion muſt ap- | 


pear, if not abſurd, at leaſt extremely trifling. 
_ The returning light of the moon can never 
be conſidered as a rational foundation for ſuch 
extreme joy. Muſic of all forts, vocal and 
inſtrumental, was employed to celebrate the 
great occaſion. Could ſuch an inſtitution 
| have been worthy of God, had it not reſpec- 
ted a better thing to come! 2 Surely no. But 
when we ſee the whole as a ſhadow ef the 
light of the riſing Saviour, brightening the 
pes of his church, and opening the joyful 
proſpects of pardon and immortality, reaſon 
herſelf muſt not only approve, but join the 
Jews in crying, Sing loud to God our 
ftrength : ſing ye to the God of Jacob. Take 


up a pfſalm— blow up the trumpet at new- 


moon,“ the firſt of the week, the day in 
Which the darkneſs paſt, and the light of 
truth 
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truth began to riſe on the church. In Chriſt 


we have the body, the . foundation of 


joy. 


"The joy of the new-moon was a 1 


the God of Jacob, Pl. Ixxxi. 4. Joy was a 


duty to Iſrael. Vet in general they rejoiced 
without underſtanding the true cauſe of the 


inſtitution. And is joy leſs a duty now? 
Did they rejoice in the thadow, and thall not 
we rejoice in the truth? Ves: we will eat 
the feaſt of our new. moon, and praiſe the 


name of the Lord. Jeſus has made this a 
law in his kingdom, and ſet us the example. 


He took the bread and gave thanks; 3 and 1 in 
like manner he took the cup. 

The feaſt of the new- moon was appointed 
at the time of the deliverance from Egypt, 
Pf. Ixxxi. 4, 5. Then it was given as a teſti- 


mony to Joſeph, and a law to Ifrael. The 


feſtival of Chriſtianity was, in like manner, 
appointed at the death of Jeſus, the æra of 
our redemption from the ſpiritual Egypt. 
Then he ſet this inſtitution in the church, as 
a teſtimony of our faith in him for life ever- 
laſting. ; 


This idea may throw a b around what 


is ſaid, Pf. Ixxxix. 15. © Blefſed is the peo- 


ple that know the joyful ſound : they ſhalt 
walk all the day in the light of thy counte- 
nance.” 'The original words rendered © joy. 
ful ſound,” mean “the ſound of the trumpet.” 


This 
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This ſound denotes the preaching of the go- 


ſpel. Now, what made the Jews rejoice, 
when the trumpet ſounded ? It was the ſignal 
of the returning light of the moon; that they 


might walk all the day, or day and night, in 


the light of heaven. Keeping this idea in 
view, with what propriety is our walking in 
the light of God's face all the day joined to 
our knowing the ſound of the trumpet! This 


is the import of that goſpel, O Chriſtian, 


which is preached to thee ! Thy light is 


come : thy ſun ſhall no more go down, nei- 


ther ſhall thy moon withdraw her ſhining.” 


But, we have ſaid, the firſt day of the ſe- 


| venth moon was obſerved as the principal fe- 
ſtival of that kind. This was called the feaſt 


of trumpets ; and was © a day of the blowing 


of trumpets to Ifrac}.” On it a holy aſſembly 
was ordered to be kept; and no ſervile work 
was to be done, Numb. xxix. 1, 2. This was 


obviouſly the figure of the judging day, which 


is to commence with the ſeventh millennium 
of the world. © Then the Lord himſelf ſhall 


deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the 
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
of God; and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt.” 


This ſhall be a day of the blowing of the trum- 
pet to the righteous : the ſound ſhall be heard 

in the grave, and bid the dead awake, 
This was the true, the ultimate cauſe of 
the; © Joy which inſpired Iſrael on this ſolemn 
day. 
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Us Their holy aſſembly was a ggure of the 
general aſſembly of the church of the firſt; 
born, which mall convene. on the riſing day; 


when che Lord ſhall ſay, 5 let all my-ſaints be 


gathered together to me.” Then ſervile work; 


the labours and fufferings of the preſent world 


{hall be at an end; and there mall be A ond 
batiſm to the people of God: 


Many circumſtances, attending the exer- 


ciſes of the Jews on this day, ſeem to indi- 
cate a preſentiment of its ultimate intention; 


or to ſhew that they did not only conſider this 


inſtitution as a memorial of creation, which 


was finiſhed on this day of the year, but as 


a figure of the judging day, when God will 
make all things new. 85 inſtance, they ima- 
gined, that God paſſe 

upon men at this, time, for the good or bad 
deeds of the foregoing year; according to 
which he ordered his bleſiings or puniſhments 


for the next. For this purpole, they believed, 
that God keeps three books, one of the good; 


a ſecond of the bad, and a third of thoſe that 


are neither the one nor the other. The firſt 


is the book of life, the ſecond that of death; 


and thoſe that are in the third are to be tranſ- 
ferred, either to the firſt or ſecond, on the 
next expiation-day, according as they grow 
better or worſe. The two firſt. books have 


two kinds of pages, the one for this life, the 


other for the next; and it is on this day they 
SR | think 
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think their names are written for that year, 
- Vpon this account they take particular care, 

ever they do the reſt of the year, to be 
well employed about this time. They care- 
fully abſtain from vices, meld their fins, 
altos abſolutions, faſtings, prayers for for- 


giveneſs c.; after which they wiſh one a- 


nother the happineſs of being written down 
1 a good year. 


However improbable and abſurd. theſe no- | 


tions of the Jews may be, yet it is obvious, 
that they derived them from ſome traditiona- 
ry ideas they had received of the proceſs of 
the future judgment. Then, we are aſſured 


by Revelation, the books ſhall be opened, 
one of which is called the book of life, and 


the dead ſhall be judged out of thoſe things 
which are written in theſe books, according 
to their works. 
hall have his name written, or his character 
and fate openly determined for the future 
ſtate of exiſtence. 
As a further proof of what I have alledped,; 
the reſurrection of the laſt day, was allo re- 
cognized in the ſymbolical obſervances of the 
Jews on this occaſion, 
_ trumpets blown the whole day, ſymbolical of 
what Paul calls the trumpet of God, by which 
the dead ſhall be raifed ; but the refurreQion 
itſelf is evidently referred to, in the ſpeech 
which een the ſoundin gol the trum- 


On this day alſo, every man 


Not only were the | 


Pet, | 


learned Rabbi Shem, Tom, as follows: A- 
wake, awake from your ſleep; awake, ye 


that deal in vanity; for deadly is the ſleep 
that holdeth you. Conſider ſeriouſly in your 
hearts, who it is you are going to appear be- 
fore to give an account, c.“ A ſpeech 


much of the ſame import with that uſed by 


Paul-“ Awake, thou that leepeſt, and ariſe. 
from the dead, and Ca ſhall give thee 


light.“ Eph. v. 14. 


This feſtival was kept at the end of the TH 
vil, preciſely in the middle of the eccigſigſtic 


or church: year: as the civil year began ex- 


actly in the middle of the church one. Aan 
ran truth is hereby pointed out to our 


attention! At the ſecond appearance of Chriſt, 


when the church aſſumes a new glory, or en- 
ters upon a new ſtate, all civil affairs, all the. 


kingdoms of this world, and all the æras 
which have diſtinguiſhed their riſe and pro- 


greſs, ſhall be finally aboliſhed. © On the vi- 


ſible appearance of Chriſt's kingdom, all o- 


ther kingdoms ſhall be deſtroyed, and the 


year of their duration ſhall end. 


But it ſhall be far otherwiſe with the . 


of Jeſus. This ſhall only be ſome middle pe- 


riod, ſome diſtinguiſhed æra in her duration. 


Now ſhe ſhall riſe. to a new, a ſuperior glory, 
when all her ſons ſhall thine forth like the fun 


M 2 in 
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pet, expreſſing the | import of the ſound. This 
remarkable ſpeech is tranſmitted to us by the 
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in the kingdom of their father. Then all 
the glory and honour of the nations ſhall be 


brought into her, and loſt for ever in her di- 


viner ſplendors. Her year is not then con- 
cluded. Twelve is the number of the Lamb. 
She muſt pafs from glory to glory, from 
ſplendor to ſplendor, till ſhe has gone thro? 
her twelve ſtates, under the immediate go- 
vernment of the Lamb, till at laſt the king- 
dom be given up.to the Father, and, God 
be all in all. Then a new ſtate of happy ex- 
iſtence ſhall commence, undeſcribable by the 
tongues of men or bo pil and unmeafured 
7 ſuns or moons. 

In the mean time, let us be careful to keep 

the feaſt of our ordinary new- moon, the firſt 


of the week: not ſorſaking the holy aſſem- 


bly appointed on that day, or neglecting any 


part of its inſtituted worſhip. Thus only we 


can expreſs our hope of being gathered with 
the ſaints, at the feaſt of the ſeventh, the 
perfect ſtate of the church. This period faſt 
approaches; our Tiſri, i. e. the period of 
Arengib, when we ſhall be ſtrong to do the 
perfect will of God. Blefſed is he that 
age and keepeth his garments clean; 


leſt he de found naked, and be e be- 


FRE Chriſt at t his coming.” 2 
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1 COR. . 55. 


0 death, where is thy Hing?! 0] grave, where 


is 169 victory? 
RRroveur up at the feet of Gamatict, 


Paul was perfectly acquainted with all the 
ideas and cuſtoms of the Jews. 
writings, he has always ſome part of their 
law, ſome idea or practice common among 


In all his 


them, in his eye, nor did any man ever know 
better how to accommodate theſe to illuſtrate 
promote the deſigns of the 
Nor was he leſs {killed in the learning 


him. Hence, when he writes, he expreſſes 
his ſentiments in the ſtyle of the people, whom 


he addreſſes, and illuſtrates his ſubject in 

terms and phraſes, which they 
ule to employ in exprefiing well known o- 
| pinions, rites, or cuſtoms among them. This. 
could not fail to throw a luſtre around his 
ſubject, to ſtrike the underſtanding and fix 
theattention of the reader. It is only with this 


had been in 


key in our hand that we can get into the r 
of Pauls writings: without it our commenta 

ries muſt be dull and inſipid. 
by any other means, diſcern the propriety at 
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the terms and phraſeology he fo Renne | 


employs in writing to any particular church. 
This is. moſt obvious in his addreſſes to the 
Jews. The ſentiment is Chriſtian, but the 
language is that of the Jew. Vea, he knows 
how to employ even their miſtaken ideas of 
things in illuſtrating: and enſorcing che truths 
of the goſpel. | 

A ſtriking inſtance of the truth of theſe 
obſervations we have in the paſſage under re- 


view. Why. death is ſaid to have a ſting, and 
the grave a victory, can only be clearly under- | 
ſtood by attending to the ideas the Jews had 
formed, concerning theſe objects of kargen 


dread. Theſe ideas are as follows. 5 
Paul deſcribes the ſtate of the Jews; a8 a 


ſtate of “ bondage through fear of death: „ 
Heb. ii. 15. The reaſon of this fear is gi- 


ven in the preceding verſe, © the devil had 
the power of death,” and hence called the 


angel of death, or the deferoying angel. In 


teſtimony of his authority over death, he 
Hrought it into the world; from whence he 
is called © a murtherer from: the beginning.?” 

Every ſignal judgment, alſo, which brought 
judden death on mankind, as the plague or 


peſtilence, was aſcribed to his malevolent a- 


gency. He is the head, ſay they, of the e- 


vil angels, who ſlew the . gyptians, Pl. IXxviii. 


49. He is alſo the ſource of the evils men- 


tioned, Vf, XCl. 5, 6. Th e arrow, that flieth 
by 


o 


Samael, the angel of death. At laſt they 
gave him the power over natural death, or 
authority to take away the life of every man. 


In virtue of this, when a man is about to 


die, the angel of death appears to him in 


awful terrors, with a ſharp pointed inſtru— 
ment, or {word in his hand; from the point 


of which a.drop of deadly poiſon is inſtilled 
into the veins of the affrighted ſufferer, which 


inſtantly arreſts the vital. fluid. Hence the 
doleful lamentations, howlings and rending 
of garments, which accompany the death of 


their friends. Hence, alſo, the prayer they 
have compoſed for themſelves againſt that ter- 
ror, that their death may be the expiation 


for all their fins. No wonder though. this 
idea kept them in bondage through fear of , 
death. | : 


The ſharp Woe: weapon above-mention- 


a having the figure and office of the ſting 
of a bee, or waſp, aſſigned to it, it is eaſy 
to ſee with what propriety it was called a 


Sting. By infuſing a drop of poiſon from its 


55 point, a {ting performs its office. The ſting 


of death is armed with the mortal drop: but 
when we fee it in the heart of Jeſus, it is 
ſwallowed up in victory; it is loſt; it is an- 


nihilated in the far ſuperior efficacy of his ſal- 
vation. This gives full propriety to the joy- 


ful 


» % 
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by day, the peſtilence walking in darkneſs, 
the terror in the night, are all directed by 
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ful apoſtrophe, “O death, where is .thy 


_ ſting ?”? 


But, finally, they ded that this de- 
ſtroying angel had a power over men even 


after death. Particularly, the Midraſh avers, 
that when a man is buried, the devil, the an- 


gel of death, comes and fits upon his grave, 


. bringing with him a chain, partly of iron, 
partly of fire. Then cauſing the ſoul to re- 


turn into the body, he breaks the bones, and 
torments variouſly bath foul and body for a 
ſeaſon, Thus one of their ſolemn prayers 


on the day of expiation, is, that they may 
be delivered from this puniſhment of the de- 

vil in their graves. Their prayer to this pur- 
poſe in their Berachoth, is, That it may pleaſe 


thee (good Lord) 10 deliver us from evil de- 


crees or laws ; from poverty, from contempt, 


from ail kinds of puniſpment, from the judg- 


ment of bell, and from beating in the grave. 


A ſimilar form of prayer is {till in ule among 
the Mahometans. 


Such is the fear of death which kept the 
Jews in bondage all their days. To beat an 
enemy and to get the victory over him are 


phraſes of the fame import. Beating in the 


grave, then, and the grave's victory, muſt 
mean the ſame thing. This is the victory to 


which Paul refers ; the object of ſuch alarm 


ing äpprehenſions, till Jeſus entered theſe 


dark manſions, deſtroyed him that had the 


POWER 


scRIPTURET EXITS. far 
power of death, burſt the cords of the 


grave, and now holds the keys of the inviſi- 


ble world, and of death, in his own almigh- 
ty hand. O jew! vouldſt thou but look in- 
to the new tomb, and ſee jeſus of Nazareth 
the hope of Iſrael, riſing from the dead, with 


the ſceptre of the inviſible world in his hand, 
no more wouldſt thou fhiver at the view of 
the ſting of death, or the beating in the grave. 
No more wouldſt thou behold the gloomy 

angel of deſtruction, ſhaking his chain of i- 


ron and fire, No: thou wouldit behold with 


tranſport the angel of life preſiding over the 
realms of death; no chain to bind thee there, 


but'the band of love; no rack to break thy 


bones or torture body or ſoul ; but the bed 

which the ſoft hand of kindneſs has fpread 
for thy repoſe, when thy fleſh may reſt in 
hope of a reſurrection to immortality ! Then 


thou wouldſt cheerfully join in the ſong of 


thy brother, Saul of Tarſus, O death, 


where is thy ſting?'“ Where its poiſon, that 
kills, or the dread it inſpires? “* O grave, 


where is thy victory?” Where thy chain to 


detain, or thy engines of torture to afflict the 
priſoner? * Thanks be to God, who giveth 


us the victory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord!“ 
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OBSE R VATIO N XXXI. 


_ PSALM Xxix. 2 | 
ma Jebovah in the beauty of 50. 
NOMMEN TATORS think that the phraſe 


„ beauty of holineſs,” is expreſſive of 


the diſpoſitions of the mind requiſite for al 
the true worſhippers of God. No doubt, 
God will be ſanctified in all thoſe, who draw 
nigh to him; and holineſs becomes all thoſe 


who worſhip . but J am rather inclined 


to think, > oh this phraſe reſpects the She- 


chinah, the viſible glory of Jehovah, in which 
he appeared to the old teſtament church, and 


in which he dwelt between the cherubims. 


J uam diſpoſed to think fo, iſt, Becauſe the 


word hedar, here rendered beauty, properly 
denotes ſome external ſplendor or glory, and 
ſuch as pertains only to the object of wor- 
ſhip. See Leigh's Critica Sacra on the word: 

2d, Becauſe the beauty of holineſs is ſaid to 


be worſhipped or praiſed, 2 Chron. xx. 21. 
« He (Jehoſhaphat) appointed muſicians to 
Jehovah, or to praiſe Jehovah, and ſingers 
to the beauty of holineſs,” or to praile the 
beauty of holineſs. Here it would appear 
obvious that, after the Hebrew manner, there 
is a 8 of the lame thing in different 
terms: 


e . wet br of jad th. de Nd 
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terms : : Jehovah and the beauty of holineſs 


denote the ſame object. Jenovah may well be 


called the beauty or glory of holineſs, as he 
always appeared to IIracl in that glory; he 
dwelt in it, and to him only it appertained. 
Hence the pillar of cloud and fire, the She- 


chinah, is always called the glory of the 


Ln or of Jehovah. This viſible glory 
may be juſtly called Jehovah, as it was the 


conſtant ſymbol of his preſence in the Jew- 


iſh church, and to him alone jt pertained. 
He cloathed himſelf with majeſty—ſhone in 
unborrowed radiance: not like the kings of. 
the earth, who derive all their dignity from 
their ſubjects. The viſible glory might be 
alſo termed the beauty of holineſs, as the 
Holy One of Iſrael dwelt in the midſt of it; 


for which reaſon the apartment of the taber- 


nacle, and after its diflolution, of the tem- 
ple, where it reſted, was called the wn 
place, or the holy of holes. 3 
The Septuagint ſeem to have viewed this 
phraſe in the ſame light in their tranſlation of 
the verſe before us, rendering it en aulchagia 
autou, 1.6. in his holy court. Ihe Syriac 
and Arabic verſions render it in the ſame 
manner. This was the ſecret place, the pri- 
vy chamber of Jehovah, the king of Iſrael, 
Here is the habitation of his glory, or of the 
viſible repreſentation of the ſyſtem of grace, 
about to be made manifeſt in the fullneſs of 
"26 
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the times. Worſhip ve. Ichovah, then, ys 
the Pſalmiſt, in ze beauty of holineſs, i. e. 
Who dwells in the 


; Shechinah, the glory of 
the holy one. : 


This view may, perhaps 10, ſerve to let 
In a little light. upon Pſ. ex. 3. <« Rule thou 
thy willing people in the day of thy power, 

in the heauties of holineſs.” A multitude. of 
Jews were converted to chriſtianity à conſi- 
derable time before the Gentiles were called 
to partake of ſuch a bleſſing. They were the 


firſt people, who willingly offered themſclyes 


to Chriſt after his aſęenſion: and thus the 
firſt free will offering, in the chriſtian church, 
was made on Mount Zion, or in the Temple, 
the ſeat of the glory or beauty of holineſs, 

2 hus, as our Lord, arrayed in divine majelty, 
while the law ſtood, ruled the Jews in Zion 


the perfection of deauty, or gave his laws 


from the Shechinah, the beauty of holineſs, 


the privy chamber of his, royal palace in Jus. 


dea. S0 now at the commencement of the 
chriſtian diſpenſation, he is ſaid in like man- 
ner, to rule his willing people in the beau» 
tics of holineſs, or to give his laws from the 
holy place, even his holy mountain at Jerur 
ſalem. 

But it may be ſaid, the viſible ors, the 
emblem of the divine preſence in the tem: 
ple, had left it long before the appearance of 
_ Chriſt in our fleſn. How then can he be 
faid 


D . am acdc as a a -_ 


ſi 


or dwelling in that holy beauty, glory or 


ſplendor? In anſwer to this we muſt obſerve, 
that what the viſible glory was to the Jewiſhy - 


the Holy Spirit is to the Chriſtian Church. 
Jeſus ſaid to his diſciples, I will not leave 


you comfortleſs: I will come to you.“ How 

did he come? In the Holy Spirit, and in 
„ nk. certain ſymbol 

of his preſence. And how did the Holy Spi- 


much aſſurance, or the m 


rit come? In fire and wind or a cloud, the 


well-known ſymbols of the divine prefence, 
Acts, ii. t, 2,'3 This glory of the Lord 


appeared in the Temple as cloven tongues, 


of fire on the apoſtles. "This Spirit bright- 


ened the cloud of Moſes, or threw a luſ- 


tre around the law and the prophets: the 
word, the law of the Lord came in the radi- 
ance of the Holy Ghoſt, diſcovering its truth 


or ſpiritual intention. By the word in this 


Spirit, Jeſus rules all his ſubjects ſtill. With 
ſuch propriety is he ſaid to rule his willing 


people in the beauty of holineſs. 


But not only is he himſelf to be ſeen in 


this holy beauty or glory; but his people al- 
ſo are ſaid to be in, or to be ruled in or by 
theſe beauties of holineſs. Very properly in- 


deed. The tongues of fire ſat on the Heads 
of all the diſciples, and the wind or cloud fill- 


ed the whole houſe where they were ſitting. 
Thus all of them dwelt in the beauty, the glo- 
IE * ee WY 


 SCRIPTURE-TEXTY — ing 
ſaid, under the goſpel, to rule his church in, bo 


= rr 
OPT CIRC TT Ix Tube Hh ane —— 
2 * 3 
2 — . 
dh os ů — oo : A 


- — — 


146 OBSERVATIONS ON 
ry of holineſs. So when the Jews encamped 
in the widerneſs,”the glory of the Lord ap- 


peared upon the whole camp, as a cloud 8 
; day, and as 2 pillar of fire by night. 


It deſerves notice, that our chriſtian She. 


; chinah is called the beautirs of holineſs; 
Whereas the Jewiſh one was only termed the 
beauty of holineſs. This intimates the ſu- 


perior luſtre of the goſpel diſpenſation. To 


the Jews pertained the glory, * but to us the 
glorics of the Lord.” For if the miniſtration 
of condemnation be glory, much more doth 
the miniſtration of righteouſneſs , exceed in 
glory.” The garments of the prieſts were gi- 


ven them © for glory and for beauty.“ Theſe 


| "ur put on, when they entered the holy 


| place to walk in the light of the divine glory. 
But the chriſtian prieſthood ſhine in robes of 

brighter glories. They are beautified . with 

- Aatbün. The fruits of the ſpirit are love, 
joy, peace, long: ſuffering, gentleneſs, Sood⸗- 


neſt, fidelity, meekneſs, temperance.” 55 


Kedeſh, the word rendered holineſs, is chief. 
ly applied to the ark of the covenant, from 
whence the place, where the ark was ſitua- 
ted in the tabernacle, is called & odeſh Kodſbim, 
the holy of holies. The reaſon is obvious. 
Kadeſb primarily ſignifies ſeparated. This prin- 
cipally belongs to Jehovah, who is moſt pro- 


perly ſeparated from all other beings in point 


* rintenee, dignity, e and every ex- 


cellence 


. OY To OP c 
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One. 
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eellenes Hence he is called the only Holy 
Every perſon or thing, however, de- 
dicated to: God, or ſeparated from the com- 


mon maſs, for religious purpoſes, is called 
holy every where in the ſacred writings: Je- 
ſus Chriſt is for this reaſon, moſt properly 
called the Holy 
ther ſeparated or ſanctified and ſent into the 
world. The Only. be 


One of God. Him the Fa- 


gotten of the Father has 
always declared him: he has been the bright- 


neſs, the . of the Father's glory, 


the medium of all the divine manifeſtations 
from the beginning. All the knowledge of 
deity has flowed from him; and all the reli- 


| gious worſhip in the univerſe | is directed by, 


and offered up through him. Now, the ark 
with the dera pillar. above it was the chief 
ſymbol of Jeſus Cbriſt, and of the ſyſtem of 

grace eſtabliſhed in him, which Pi in the 
earth, while the law ſtood. It ſtood in the moſt 


| diſtinguiſhed place, was arrayed with diſtin- 


guiſhed glories, ſeparated from all impurity, - 
that it might be a fit emblem of him, who is 
e ſeparated from finners.”” Hence the glory 


which ſhone around the ark is called, with 


the higheſt propriety, the glory or beauty of 
holineſs. Thus the ark is called the glory. 5 
1 Sam. iv. 22. The wife of Phineas ſaid; 


“ the glory | is departed from Irael: for the 85 


ark of God is taken.“ 
After the ark was. marks, the viſible! glory 2 
of - 


Nez 
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_ of Jehovah always dwelt upon it. What a 
noble inſtruction does this convey ! It tells us 


khat all the divine glory muſt be feen con- 


nected with, and ſhining in the face of Jeſus 
Cbriſt. We muſt know the propitiatory, the 
divine plan of ſhewing merey through him, 
whom God has exhibited a propitiatory, thro' 


faith 1 im his blood, ere we can behold the ; 
ory of che Lord. The glory of the. Only. 


begotten 'of the Father is full of grace and 


truth. No man can know the Father but by 


- the revelation of the Son. 
As the ark is called holy, and its glory 
the beauty of holineſs, ſo all perſons and 


things connected with it, and walking in the 
ght of its; glory, are called holy. It is pre- 


bo dich ſo ſtill. Believing in Chriſt, and walk- 
ing in the light of his truth, we are fepara- 


ted from the world. By the great and pre- 


= cious promiſes, we eſcape the corruptions 
Ts the world e e,. 


9. 2 OBSERVATION XXIII. 


* Joris, i. 7. . 


5 7 due alt i in the light, as he is in the light, 408 
have "Fellowſhip one with another, & c. 


. Ir. is impoſſible to get a juſt idea of this verſe 


* without intention to what has been ſaid in 
| the 


% 


@ 


finite perfections. This is a light i in which 


WS dwells abſtractly conſidered ; the light. 61 
his own eſſence, unconnected with any exter- 
nal manifeſtation of himſelf to the creature. 


Thus ſays s metaphyſics: : but how will this 2- 


gree with the context? The light, of which 
the text ſpeaks, is ſuch a light as we muſt 
walk in. If we walk in the light, as God is 


in the light.” Can this be the light of the di- 
vine eſſence; the aſſemblage of infinite per- 


fections? Then we truly walk in darkneſs, 


as we are ignorant of the eſſence of God, 


nor can have any juſt coneeption of infinity. ; 
It. is too refined for our groſs ideas; too im- 


. menſe ſor our narrow underſtandings. Vea, 


although we, could form ſome conception of 
it, what comfort could a ſinner have in the 
idea? It would fill him with the darkneſs of 
horror and delpait, inſtead | of the e ol 


Joy: 


Os fay, it is the light of infinite puri 


2 ty and holineſs.” But this gives no. proper i- 


dea: for the very perſons who are ſaid to 
walk in this light of God, are ſaid to have 


* 


ſin about them, even while in the light, ver. 8. 


If we ſay that we have no ſin, We . 


, ourſelves and. the truth i Is not in us. „ Pome: 


* ? 
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the. ede obſervation. | According to the 
common interpretation, the light, in which | 
God is, means the aſſemblage of tits own in- 
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5 from being Fe free from i im. 
i Soner F 
But all who have been anions, to walk 
with God from the beginning, have always 
had fellowſhip with him in another kind of 
-light. , A vifible Fanz analogous to, but far 
uperior to that of the fun, fhone around the 
-Meſſiah in his pre- incarnate ſtate. It ſhone 
from between the cherubims, and above the 
:mercy-ſcat or ark. This was the glory ef 
-Jehovah :, and in this light, the prieſts had fel- 
-lowſhip with God, walking in it as he walked 
in it. Now, what did this light manifeſt to 
the fouls of men? What, but the knowledge 
of. pardon and reconciliation thro' the bloed 
2 atonement. When they ſaw the mercy- 
eat in blood, they ſaw God in the light of 
dove and mercy. When they beheld the mer- 
ey: ſeat, the cover of the ark, founded on, 


And commenſurate with the Jaw within it, 


.they ſaw mercy covering all tranſgreſſions, 
.and that mercy is ſo far from being inconfiſt. | 
ent with juſtice, that God is juſt | in Jann 

them chat believe in Jeſus. 
Im this light God is ſtill ſeen. Chriſt is 
| N a mercy-ſeat i in his blood. Thus 
-,wc. ſee God hating iniquity fo far, that he 
gave his beloved Son to die, that he might 
ut away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf.““ 
This faith muſt diſpoſe us to hate iniquity, 
n to love righteouſneſs, Here: we 0 ns 
od 


God fo loving us, that he gave his only-be- 
gotten Sort for us, that the blood of ſeſus 


-Chriſt*his Son might eleanſe us from all ſin, 
mand furniſh us with a title to life everlaſting. | 


Thus we bebold the glory, not of abitratDe- 


ity, whom no man hath ſeen or can ſee, but 
of God ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt 


Here God is intelligible, brought within the 


compaſs of our underſtanding : here he is a- 


miable, engaging the heart. The light of 


love kills our enmity, reconciling the. bear 8 


God, and filling it with the ſweeteſt. fenſati- 


ons of reconciliation. Walking in the light, 
-the knowledge of mercy as communicated. 
through, and ſecured by the atonement in Je- 

fus—walking, too, in the delightful feelings 

of the divine love to us, we walk in the very- 
ſelf-ſame light in which God is, or in which 
he appears to the whole intelligent univerſe, 
Who have got an underſtanding to know him 
Who is true. God is light, life and love. 
He who ſees him to be ſo in Chriſt, and feels 


correſponding. ſentiments in his heart, has 


communion with the Father and the Soni Je- 
In this light, like the prieſts of 
- old, all believers have fellowſhip with God. and 
with one another. They are all in the ſame 
light: they converſe in it; they act in it. 
Strangers to this light, men may indeed have 
a fellowſhip one with another; but it muſt 


Wo a fellowſhip 1 in darkneſs,” dull and delight- 


-fus Chriſt. 


leſs 
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_leſs—a, fellowſhip with devils in the works ol 
darkneſs, in PR to God., He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God: and how can we 


love God, till we believe and be ſure that he 


loves us: and how can we know that he loves 


us, but by believing thatzhe ſent his Son to 


be a propitiation for our fins. 


This mult be the light in e for tle 


light here mentioned makes ſuch as walk i in 
it ſee that the blood of Jeſus Chriſt clean- 


ſes from all ſin; and if we confeſs our ſing, . 
he lis faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſims, : 
and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs.;” 5 


Can a knowledge of the moral purity of God, 
While his love in. e 18 anknd en, produce E 


any ſuch clfeR ? 


; A 5 5 vw kn. iv. 24. 1 255 
: true balingfi, or holineſs of the ruth. i 


DRU I H, in the ſacred writings, is oppoſed f 
both -to a ſhadow, picture or repreſenta- 
| tian, of a thing, and: alta, to falſehood or a lie. 


* 4 


E 
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3 


4 


In the former ſenſe it is often taken in ſcrip 


ture. Thus the law is called a ſhadow of good 


thiogs to come: all its things were but a a ſha- 
dow, the body of which is in Chriſt. In 


ahis Ripe truth. is oppoſed to it.“ The law 5 
came 5 | 


4 
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tame by Mofes ; but truth came by Jeſus 


Chriſt.“ Here truth can only mean clearneſs 


and reality, in oppoſition ro obſcurity and 


ſhadow. The law was no lie: it was a true 


picture of heavenly things, although not the 


heavenly things themſelves. 


The goſpel, then, is the truth, of whith 
the law was but a ſhadow or picture. In this 


ſenſe the word may be underſtood in this 
verſe. As if Paul had faid, the law bad a 
| holineſs, a mode of ſeparating men and things 
to the ſervice of God. It had a holy beauty, 


a holy .place, a holy prieſthood, a holy na- 


tion all ſet apart for God. But this was an 
external ſeparation, reaching to the fleſh, 
While generally the heart was not right with 
God. Thus the holineſs of the law was that 


of the ſhadow.; but the holineſs of the go- 


 fpel is the holineſs of the truth. No doubt 
true believers under the law were really ſanc- 


tified, or ſeparated in heart from the cortup- 
tions of the world; but this was not by the 


now but by the faith of the goſpel preached 


to Abraham. The ſhadowy holinefs might, 


as it ſtill does, pleaſe the old man; but the 
new man is created in the holineſs of the 
truth. Nothing can produce true holineſs 

but the truth. He is truly holy, whoſe heart 


is ſeparattd fromthe preſent evil world. Now, 
nothing can detach our affections from the 


e world, but the knowledge and love 


of 


7 
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of a better world; which can only be pro- 


duced in us by the faith of the truth of the 


goſpel. So properly does Paul call the holi- 


neſs of the new man— true holineſs, or the 
holineſs of the truth. 


But truth is alſo oppoſed to ewa ora 


lie. No lie is of the truth,“ ſays. John. 
In this ſeriſe the word truth ſeems to be prin- 


cipally uſed in this text; ſince Paul immedi- 


ately adds, Wherefore, putting away lying, 
ſpeak every man truth with his neighbour.“ 
Holineſs of the truth, then, in this paſſage, 
muſt be oppoſed to a lying holineſs, or the 


huolineſs of a lie. A lie wears the ſemblance 


of truth, and ſo the holineſs of a lie muſt 
Wear the ſemblance of true holineſs. But it 


may be ſaid, where is ſuch a holineſs to be 
found? Surely the law of God e 


none ſuch. 


To l this, it mad” be: obſerved, 


that every act of . worſhip performed to 


god, howeyer contrary to the law of hs _ 
true God, was called dE, facred, Holy, as 
well'as the perſon performing it. Thus, for 
inſtance, Proſtitution in the purlieus of tem- 
ples, was made a ſacred act among the hea- 
thens, ſo early as the days of Balaam, Numb. 
25. Many harlots' were employed in theſe 
facred places, who dedicated a part of their 
hire to the god of the temple, and were 
pen! in n offering peace-ofterings, and per- 

. forming 
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forming. vows, Prov. vii. 14. Such were em- 
ployed, in idolatrous reigns, even in the tem- 
vle at Jeruſalem. Hence all ſuch are called 
Kodſbe, ſacred or holy, in the Hebrew tongue. 
This was a holineſs indeed; a dedication of 
perſons, ſervices and. gain, to God; but it 
was the holineſs of a lie. They firſt delieved 
a lie, that ſuch a dedication was acceptable 
to God, and then practiſed it under the no- 
tion of a holy act. Thus a lie was the mother i 
of this holineſs. God gave them up to ſtrong. i 
deluſions, to believe lies. By this means, e. 
very vice came to be conſidered as facred "TO i 
ther in one nation or another. 5 N 
All this was a figure, or a pre- indication of _ = 
What was to happen in the temple of God un- 
der the goſpel. The great whore, the mother 
of barlois, mentioned in the Revelation, had 
her birth in the temple of God; and has 
practiſed all her abominations under the maſk 
of ſanQity.' She is called Holy Mother- 
church; and all her idolatrous acts or whore- 
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I doms are all dedicated to religious worſhip. 
I All her offerings, or prices of her whore- - 
I dom, are all called holy—all arc dedicated to 
5 ſome ſaint or another. She herſelf, too, was 
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R hatched in a cloiſter—the ofspring of fanati · 
I ciſm and ſuperſtition. Monkry begat popery: 
I andevery body knows, that monks ſeparated. 

2 |. themſelves from ſociety on pretence of ſuperi- 

— or ſanctity. It was ſhe, that firſt made marri- 
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age unclean, which God had made holy: it 


was ſhe, who ſanctified every ſpecies of un- 
eleanneſs, bodily and ſpiritual. She it is that. 


has made the kings of the earth, and all na- 


tions drunk with the cup of her fornicati- 
ons. Such is the holineſs, which has been 
fo long admired 1 7 men under the chri- 
| flian nam. 
Paul leads us to the origin of this holineſs. 

« God gave them up to ſtrong deluſions, to be- 
lieve a lie. Belief of the truth is the ſource 
of true holineſs: faith in a lie the mother of 
a falſe ſanctity. Falſe worſhip is the reſult of 
| falſe ideas. Men © changed. the truth of 
_ God into a lie,” and then * worſhipped the 
creature.“ So neceſſary | is it to receive the' 
truth in the love of it, that we may be ſaved.” 
There is no real holineſs but he holineſs of 
the truth. | 
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Tor fa an entrance ſhall be mini nifered unto you 


- abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom of. 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. | 


UCH as have taſted the firſt fruits of che 


heavenly Canaan, the grapes of the plea« 
fant land, will be apt to ſay with Caleb, Let 


us go up at once, and poſſeſs it.“ Having 


taſted and ſeen that the Lord is gracious, you 


cannot think of living without daily ſupplies 


of divine enjoyment, but cry, ©* Lord, ever- 
more give us this bread?” To you my text 
will be precious: for if you have entered 
God's houſe of wine, and have got a ſweet 


foretaſte of divine delights, it tells you that 


in a little an entrance ſhall be miniſtred to 
you abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom 5 


of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


Jo eſcape the corruption of this work. 
. through. 


„ • 
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through luſt is repreſented in the fourth verſe 


of this chapter as the great buſineſs of the 
chriſtian life. For this purpoſe, Peter ex- 


horts us to uſe the ſame precautions with a 


prudent general, who, in a place of danger, 


takes care that every ſoldier keep his poſt, or 
that the whole;army march in the line or or- 


der of battle. Let the train of your graces, 
Hays he, be formed in the ſame regular ſeries, 
Let faith, the firſt in the glorious rank, lead 
1% virtue, or chriſtian fortitude, and let vir- 
tue lead up knowledge, c. Thus giving all 

_ diligence to obtain the chriſtian victory, or 74 
mate your calling and election ſure, you ſhall 
never fall in the field of battle, but animated 
to deeds of valour, and ſupported in the hour 
of danger by the great and precious promiſes, 
which have made you partakers of the divine 


nature, you ſhall obtain a triumphant en- 


trance into the everlaſting kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and this entrance ſhall be adminiſter- 

ed to you with every circumſtance of pomp. 
and magnificence. Such a glorious proſpec 
may well fix your attention, while J in, 


The fr} place, make ſome obſervations on 


this kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus: 
_ Chriſt; 2d, deſcribe our entrance into that 
kingdom; 3d, ſhew why it is ſaid to be mi- 
niſtered abundantly; and 4th, point out ſome 
practical improvement of the ſubject. 
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It was propoſed, firſt, to make ſome obſer · 
| vations on this kingdom. And | 
- 1it, The kingdom of Chriſt may be viewed 
as it appears in the preſent world. In this 
view it conſiſts of two parts; an external 
which conſiſts in the adminiſtration of the or- 
dinances of doctrine, worſhip and dicipline 
of divine appointment; all which are inten- 
ded to promote the internal part, the ſubjec- 
tion of the hearts of men to Jeſus Chriſt: 
This kingdom is an empire erected in the 
heart: all the ſubjects are made willing in the 
day of its power. My kingdom is not of 
this world,” ſaid he, who knew it beſt. 
Wherever the power of this kingdom enters, 
it fills the heart with righteouſneſs, peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt; neither of which are of 
this world, nor can be produeed by all the 


powers of it.. The kings of this world ex- 
cerciſe authority over the external actions of 


the ſubjects, but the kingdom of God is with. 


in us. So that ſtrictly ſpeaking, the kingdom 


of God is rather in the chriſtian, than the 
chriſtian in it. He feels its power in the 


faith, love, ſpirit, hope and joy of it, but the 


land, of the kingdom is yet afar off. Iſrael 
were choſen to be a kingdom of prieſts in the 
wilderneſs, and God exerciſed a regal autho- | 
rity over them there, while they were not 5 
come to the ꝓoſſeſſion of Canaan, the kings» 


dom which God had promiſed to them. 
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- 24, It is obvious, that the kingdom of which 
Peter ſpeaks; muſt be a kingdom yet to be 

revealed, ſince it is here ſet before us as an 
 obje& of the chriſtian hope. We only hope 


for that which we ſee not. By the kingdom 
of our Lord in my text, then, muſt be meant 


the glorious ſtate of things, which is to be in- 
troduced at the ſecond appearance of Chriſt. 


This is it of which Paul ſpeaks when he-ſays, 
8 the Lord will deliver me from every evil 

work, and will preſerve me to his heavenly 
kingdom,” and what Peter calls an inheri- 


| tance incorruptible and undefiled, reſerved in 


heaven for us; the land which is fo very far 


off, of which the new Jeruſalem is the capi- 
tal city, the city that has foundations, whoſe 


builder and maker is God. In this country 


all the preſent things will paſs away, and an 


entire new ſcene will appear to our aſtoniſli- 


ed view. There the inhabitant ſhall not fay 
| 6 am ſic k, as each one is forgiven his iniquity. 


30, IT his is the kingdom prepared for us 
ia the eternal councils before the foundations 
of the world were laid. A kingdom which 


Jefus has purchaſed for us by his blood, and 


for which be. is daily forming us by the diſci- 
pline of his grace and providence. It is a 


Kingdom, which he has diſponed to us in an | 
_everlafting covenant never to be forgot- 


ten, the pledge of whica we have feen to- day 
in the ey, which is the new teſtament in the 
- blood 
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Pho of Jeſus. Of this kingdom Jeſus is al- 


ready poſſeſſed, and to it he will bring all the 


redeemed in due time; for he here aſſures 
-us that an entrance ſhall be adminiſtred into 
17 abundantly for all his Þeoplec:: Let. u _ 
Proceed, 

In the IE] place; to. Jeſoribe- the en- 
trance here promett us into this: bana ; 


= Kangdom., - And 


It may be obſerved in 0 That it % 
will be analogous to the entrance of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael into Canaan, the temporary 
Kingdom.” of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. As the land of Canaan was the di- 
vinely inſtituted figure of heaven, ſo the en- 
trance of Iſrael into that Kingdom was a very 
ſtriking type of our entrance into the ever- 
laſting kingdom, promiſed to Ifrael after the 


ſpirits. Tunis, I hope, will appear evident e- 
ä nough from the following particulars- 


iſt, The Iſraelites entered Canaan, by paſ- 
ſing through Jordan. This was an entrance 
Which God alope could adminiſter to them, 
and not ſuch as nature would have pointed 
out or reaſon have choſen. Had their incli- 
nations or their reaſon been conſulted in the 

caſe, they would have choſen the neareſt way 
from Egypt to Canaan, provided no interpo- 
ſing river interrupted their march; a cir- 
cumſtance which could not eſcape che notice 
of a people altogether deſtitute of the means 
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„r tranſportation.” In this view, the: way by 


the land of the Philiſtines would undoubted- 
bf have been choſen, as the neareſt and leaſt 
encumbered Yet however ineligible the 


way by Jordan might appear in the eye of 
man, this was the road infinite wiſdom had 


Chalked out for them. God led them not 


through the way of the land of the Philiſtines, 


although that was near, but he led the peo- 
ple about through the way of the wilderneſs 


of the Red Sea.” The more difficult the paf- 
fage was, the more of God was to be ſeen 


im leading them fafely through. All this was 


obvioufly.intended as a ſtriking repreſentati- 
on of the paſſage by which we enter heaven. 
An entrance truly divine! That we ſhould 
enter heaven by death; that this frame ſhould 


be taken in pieces; that all the powers of a- 


nimal enjoyment ſhould be aboliſhed, and 
life itſelf, the baſis of all enjoyment, ſhould 


be extinguiſhed; in ſhort, that all that is vi- 
ſible of us ſhould be ſhut up for ages in the 
dark manſions of the grave, in order that we 


may enter on the enjoyment of the chri- 
tian hope, is doubtleſs a plan which nature 


never deviſed, or ever dreamed of. This is 


truly in hope to believe againſt hope. Na- 
ture would, fondly, hke Elijah and Enoch, 


go to heaven without taſting death. But 
death is the appointed entrance: It is ap- 


e for all men once to die. This makes 
| nature 
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cane ſhudder. and ſometimes ſets her a- diſ- 


puting che propriety of this meaſure of the 


divine government. Why ſhould. the wiſe 
man die as the fool? Why enter immortality 


by death? Why go to the regions of light by ; 


the gloomy paths of darkneſs x the — the 


ſwellings of Jordan with borror and looks 


back on the wildernefb, dreary as it is, with 


anxiety. A firm reliance on the divine pro- 
miſe; faith, which is the evidence of unſeen 
things, can alone ſupport the ſoul in that aw. 
ful hour, when ſhe firſts fets her foot in Jor- 
dan. Vet, chriſtian, thou. mayeſt defcend with- | 


out alarm, for this is thy entrance to the p 


miſed land, the kingdom of thy God and Sa- 
viour jeſus Chriſt; Jefus will de wonders in 
the grave. Fear not to Ne e to Jorden? 1 
for, NN i 
65 ad; Non hall enter it under then cindals 
of the Saviour. Moſes le laue through the 


wilderneſs, but Joſhua led them through ſor- 


= dan to the poſſcſſion- of their hopes. While 


in this preſent evil world we often fee Jeſus 


in the character of the lawgiver rather than 
that of the Saviour. To, deny ourſelves, to 


ſtand faſt in the faith, to be patient in tribu- 


lation, to mortify'our members, and to keep 


ourſelves unſpotted from the world z theſe 


ſeem to favour more of the rigour of the law- 
giver, than of the mercy of the Saviour; a3 


_—_ are ſo difficult to be obeyed through the 


they 
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enmity” of our old man-againſt them. Their 
propriety is- far above the ideas of flcſh and 
blood to comprehend, nor can the fleſhly 
mind be in ſubjection to their authority. 
We muſt watch and pray, fight and agonize, 
yea feel the pangs of crucifixion, ere all that 
is in us can be reduced to the obedience of 


faith. But when this mortal ſhall put on im- 


mortality, and there ſhall: be nothing in us 
to oppoſe the will of God, then our warfare 

hall be accompliſhed, perfect obedience will 
be the native fruit of perfect love, and all 
the fear of the lawgiver will be loſt in the 
love of the Saviour. Joſhua ſignifies. the 8a- 
viour, and, in condutting Ifrael through Jar | 
dan, was an eminent ſigure of the ſaving cha- 
racter of jeſus; who redeems his people n 
death, and ranſoms them from the power of 
the grave. Joſhua never had appeared ſo 
great, ſo awful, and yet fo amiable. at any 
time, as when he led the choſen people 
through Jordan, ſos. iv. 14. On that day 
the Lord magnified Joſbua in the fight of ail 
Hrael. And when you ſet your foot, 0 
Chriſtian on the other ſide of your Jordan, 
Jeſus ſhall wear new "charms, and ſhine in a 
diviner majeſty before you. To him it is gi- 
ven to cauſe you to inherit the land, which 
God has ſworn to give you. It is the Savi- 
our alone that can ſupport us in theſe awful 
| moments, and we may be fure that he will 
* 8 not 


you fear not to go down to Jordan, for [ will 


ſurely bring you up again. And as he will 
_ redeem you from death, fo he will allo ſave 


you from fin; for, 
Za, You, like Ifrael, ſhall enter r Canaan i in 


2 ſtate of purity and ſanctifcation. It is an 
irreverſible law of this kingdom, that there 


ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any thing that 


_ defileth, neither whatſoever worketh abomi- 
nation, or maketh a lie.“ To prefigure this 
important truth, the children of Iſrael were 
eommanded to purify themſelves before they 


entered Jordan; Jos. iii. 5. Joſhua ſaid to 


the people, anctify y e : for to- mor. 
_ row the Lord will dos wonders among you.“ 
He will be fanQificd in all them who draw 
nigh to him in his courts on earth, much 
more in them, whom he admits into his hea- 
venly kingdom, the regions of unſpotted fanc 
ity. While in this ſtate of imperfection, no 


child of Adam can paſs through this contami- 


vated world without a ſtain; and the beſt 


have occaſion for that ſalutary advice, _— 


theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, kt us clea 

ourſelves from all fiithineſs of the fleſh and foi 
rit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of Ged. But 
when death comes, we thall be made perfect- 
Ty holy and unblamable, even in God's "ſight, 
from whofe eye the minuteſt ſpot of impuri- 
ty cannot be concealed. Jeſus will preſent 
- + 
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us in the preſence of the Father faultleſs, and 


this muſt yield exceeding joy to you, whoſe re- 
maining diſpoſitions to ſin are a ſource of dai- 


ly ſorrow. .Wafhen in the blood of the Lamb, 
not only ſhall the ſanctification of our ſoul be 
complete, but he will ſanctify us wholly in 
ſoul, body and ſpirit.“ The body of our hu- 
| miliation, whoſe tendencies to ſin and death 
are ſo extremely mortifying in our preſent 
ſtate, ſhall then entirely put off the old man, 
who is corrupt, according to the deceitful 
luſts, and ſhall put on the new man, and be 
faſnioned like to the body of Chriſt's glory. 
It ſhall put on unſpotted purity, the day in 


which it puts on immortality.— Again, 


Ath, The influence of the ark of the cove= 
nant and of the prieſthood ſhall adminiſter 
this abundant entrance. This influence alone, 
and not the merit or power of the hoſt of I.. 
rael, opened a paflage through Jordan. The 
waters were not divided, till the priefts bear- 
ing the ark of the covenant before the peo- 
ple had their feet dipped in the brim of the 
river. Then Jordan was driven back. The 
waters ſaw God in the ark of his covenant; 
they felt the omnific influence, and fled. 
The prieſts with the divine ark went down, 
and found dry-land, where there feet ſtood 
firm, in the depth of Jordan. There they 
ſtood; there ſtood the ark of God's ſtrength, 
ſecuring. Liracl. from all danger, until the 
1 
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people had wholly paſſed over; Joſh.” iii. 


14—17. This proceſs of divine wiſdom 


Vas intended to exhibit an exact repreſenta- 


tion of the manner of our paſſage through, 


death, the awful flood which rolls before us 


all. This! is the way God has marked out 


for our paſſage io the unſeen world, and not 


a Son of Adam can either take another 
way, or find ſafety for his ſoul in this, by all 
the means which human wiſdom can deviſe, 
or the hand of an angel could effect. The 


ſoul ſtands trembling on the dreadful brink ; 


the depth of deſtruction before her, and the. 


* horror of darkneſs round about ber. Where 
is human merit? Where works of righteouſ-- 


neſs we have done? Let them divide the. 


flood, if they can, and bid the ſoul paſs fear- 
leſs through. The attempt is as impious as 
vain. By faith only we can paſs in ſafety. - 

Jeſus is the high-prieſt of our profeſſion, he 


too is the ark of the covenant, or our ſecurity 


from divine indignation, as all the promiſes 
are Yea and Amen in him. Behold, O chri- 


ſtian, he enters the dwellings of jordan, and 


by the influence of his prieſthood, or by the 
blood of his croſs, he bids the waters divide, 
and leave a paſſage for you! See the cove- 
nant of eternal life in his hand, ſealed with 


his blood! This may diſarm all your fears. 


While by faith you diſcern the influence of 
his meritorious death, cauſing the waters of. 


death 
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death to fail, you will be as ſafe in death, as 
in any period of life. Nor can this influence 
fail in any age. Jeſus has the ſame power o- 
ver the grave as in the moment of his reſur- 
rection, and every IIraelite. indeed ſhall find- 
his influence there, and the covenant of life 
eſtabliſhed in him, till all his people be ſafely 
paſſed over. He is the prieſt of every nati- 
on, kindred and language, and the covenant 
he bears is the everlaſting covenant. 
Jo repreſent this joyful truth, it deſerves 
notice, that the prieſts? feet in Jordan ſtood 
upon ſtones, twelve of which were ſet up in 
Jordan, where the feet of the prieſts ſtood, and 
they are there to this day. Twelve were alſo 
carried up from the ſame ſpot, and ſet up in 
Gilgal as a memorial to the children of Iirael 
for ever, of the power of the prieſthood o- 
ver the waters of Jordan. Joſh. iv. 5, 7, 99 
Now a ſtone ſet up on any place was of old, 
and is ſtill in our own times, the ordinary 5 
ſignal of a grave. Stones, ſet on end, crowd 
our church yards to this moment, and as long 
ago as the days of Jacob, we read that when 
Rachel died, Jacob fet a' pillar upon her 
grave,“ Gen. xxxv. 20. The prieſts then 
ſtood upon theſe ſtones, which were ſet up 
as pillars in the midſt of Jordan, to ſhew us 
Chriſt's authority over the grave. The twelve 
ſtones were ſet up, according to the number 
of the tribes of * to tell us, that although 
e | „ 
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all. who believe in Chriſt of every tribe, na- 


tion, kindred and language, muſt deſcend to 
the grave, yet Chriſt's feet ſtands firm upon 


every ſtone: he has authority over every 
grave. Let death then lay his ſtone on our 


tomb and feal it as he pleaſes; ; it avails little, 


while Jeſus ſtands upon it and will roll it As 


way in his tine. 
Frh, At our entrance on the parchifod pol. 
ſeſſion the reproach of Egypt will be rolled 
away from off us. On the day when Ifrael 
paſſed over Jordan, the ſcene of their firſt 
encampment was called Gilgal, becauſe, faith 


God, Joſh. v. 9. Thus have I rolled away 
the reproach of Egypt from off you.“ In E- 


gypt they were ſlaves, uncircumciſed and un- 
| believers, They had almoſt forgotten the pro- 
miſe made to their fathers, and when Moſes 
at laſt reminded them of it, they could with 


difficulty be perſuaded to believe his words. 


They had defiled themſelves, too, with the 
idols of Egypt, and became fond of the pro- 
fane rites, performed in honour of theſe a- 


Bominations; Ez. xx. 8. XXx1ll. 3. 8. Theſe 
circumſtances, ſo degrading to human na- 


ture, were highly reproachful to a people, 


choſen of God for his peculiar treaſure, and 


called to be a holy nation, a royal prieſthood. 
By their circumciſion, however, at 'Gilgal, 
including a ſolemn relinquiſhment of all idol- 


atrous ſuperſtition and an avouchment of God 
ot y to 
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to be their God with all the ſolemnity of a 
covenant, this reproach was for that time en- 
tirely taken away. Now they were a free 
people, the Sons of God, and they had en- 
tered on the promiſed inheritance. The ſcof- 
fers, who had ſo long turned the promiſed 
deliverance into ridicule, had now no more 
to ſay. God had done as he ſaid: to the feed. 
of Iſrael he had given this land. 
_- Such is the original ſtate. of all that are 
thokea, for eternal life. Children of wrath e- 
ven as others, they are ſlaves to the moſt dif- 
_ graceful luſts, led captive at the will of that 
prince of darkneſs, who rules in the hearts 
of the children of diſobedience. Uncircum- 
ciſed in heart, and children of unbelief, they 
walk according to the courſe of this world, 
forgetful of the important promiſe of ano- 
ther. And after converſion, when they have 


been ſaved from bondage and called with an 5 


holy calling, while on their journey to that 
place of which the Lord ſaid, I will give it you, 
how frequently does their conduct in the 
wilderneſs too much reſemble their former 
__ courſe? The abominations of Egypt are not 

wholly put away, and the law of the mem- 


bers too frequently prevails againſt the law |} 


of the mind. Act laſt they die, and are ga- 

thered to the church-yard, and laid withthe 
wicked in one undiſtinguiſned heap. The 
_ eviſe man dies even as the fool, This in all a- 


geS 


ſcoffers to ridicule the hope of the righteous, 


and to fay © where is the promiſe of his co- 


ming? for, ſince the fathers fell aſleep, all 


things continue as they were from the begin- 


ning of the creation.“ Such is the reproach of 
the ſons of God while here. But the day 


draws nigh, when it ſhall be wholly wiped a- 


way. It is a burden grievous enough; but 
God ſhall roll ir away. Circumciſed in heart, 
our fleſh wholly cut off, ſatan ſhall no more 
tyranize it over us nor. ſeduce us by his art- 
ful devices; neither ſhall we feel the moti- 
ons of ſin any more in our members. When 
our redeemer appears to ſwallow up death in 
victory, and to introduce us to the promiſed 
land, no ſcoffer ſhall any more be heard, 

ſaying, where is the promiſe of his coming? > 


5 Infidelity, as aſhamed, ſhall ſtop her mouth. 
When Jeſus rolls the grave-ſtone from off 


our bodies, the reproach of Egypt ſhall be 
e rolled "Ru 


„ 
WE have obſerved that the kingdom i in he 


text means that triumphant ſtate of chri- 
ſtianity, which our Saviour has taught us to 


expect in the coming world, when old things 


hall paſs away, and all things ſhall become 


2 new. 
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ges has been employed as an occaſion for 
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new. We have alſo deſcribed our entrance 
into that ſtate of bliſs by circumſtances taken 
from the paſſage of Iſrael through Jordan in- 
i Canaan. We ſhall now, as 1 propoſed: in 
the 7 
Third place, illuſtrate the manner of this 
entrance.—lt is ſaid to be adminiſtered and to 
be adminiſtered abundantly. This laſt word 
does not only mean that a large door ſhall be 
opened for our reception, or that we ſhall 
find a wide paſſage and ealy. acceſs into theſe | 
bliſsful manſions. It is more properly renders 
ed: richly, conveying. an idea of the magni- 
cent and glorious: circumſtances. which ſhall 
attend our entrance into the heavenly king- 
dom. The apoſtle, too, in making choice 
of theſe words ſeems obviouſly to have in his 
eye the manner of a Roman triumph, which 
Was celebrated with every circumſtance of 
pomp and magnificence. This triumph was 
2 public and ſolemn honour conferred by the 
Romans on a victorious general, and confiſt- 
ed in decreeing him a magnificent entry into 
their city. With alluſion to this ſplendid ce- 
remony our entry is ſaid to be 
1/t, Adminiſtered, intimating that many ſhall 
be employed as ſervants or miniſters. to the 
ALaints on that illuſtrious occaſion, . On a day. 
appointed by the ſenate for a triumph, all 
ranks of people in Rome were employed in 
Ped the reſpective parts aſſigned them 
in 
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in the ſolemn ſervice of the day. Preparati- 


on for a ceremony, ſo ſhowy and expenſive, 


required the labours of thouſands, while the, 
whole city went forth in proceſſion, in their 


ſeveral orders, to meet the conqueror, to at- 
tend him on the glorious occaſion, and mini- 


ſter to the honours of the day. Thus the 
city might be properly enough ſaid to admi- 
niſter this triumphant entry to their generals. 
Chriſtians! Lift up your heads, for the day of. 
your triumph draweth nigh. - The heavenly 
Jeruſalem, the city of the living God, is the 
city of which you are denizens. There your 
victorious redeemer has entered in every cir- 
cumſtance of glory and magnificence; and 
he has aſſured you, that there is a day de- 
ereed for your triumph too, though it is yet. 
cConccaled in the records of the eternal coun- 


cils. Then the whole. city of God ſhall be 


moved at your coming. The King himſelf. 
in robes of ſtate, attended with his angelic 

train, a countleſs hoſt, the thrones, princi- 
palities, powers, mights and dominions of 
heaven, ſhall come forth to meet you, to mi- 


niſter to you in every office of kindneſs and 
reſpect, to add every circumſtance of glory 


and honour, which may tend to throw a luf- 

tre around the ſolemnity, or to ſwell the tri- 
_umphs of the glorious day. No dignity in 
the eleſtial abodes will reckon itſelf degra- 


ded. in performing theſe offices of love to the 


3 meaneſt 
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meaneſt faint. Every one will be emulous 
in teſtimonies of reſpect for the chriſtian con- 
queror. - No wonder, when this king ſhall 
ſet them ſo illuſtrious an example. He will 
place the conquerors on his right-hand, and 
tay, come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inhe- 
rit the Kingdom prepared for you before the 
. eee of the world.” But 
The apoſtle ſeems to have adopted this 
manner of expreſſion, to exclude the idea of 
human merit in procuring ſo high an honour. 
The word ſignifies % be freely given, or to 
have more beſtowed on us than what is due. 
We become more than conquerors not by 
the mere exertion of our active powers, how- 
ever vigorous, but through him that loved 
us. To him that overcomes Jeſus gives to fit 


down with him upon his throne. By grace 


we are faved; through faith, and that not of 


ourſelves : it is the gift of God. » What we 


feceive here is freely ſupplied grace to o- 
vercome in combat; and if ſo, much more 
muſt the reward we hope for, a reward ſo 
far not only above what we can claim, but 
. above all that fancy can conceive, be freely 
adminiſtered to us. Yet although our own a- 
chievments cannot found a proper claim to 
fuch diſtinguiſhed honours, Peter aſſures us 
this triumphal entry ſhall not only be admi- 
niſtered freely but Cory © or $4. 'T oe 
word 


l $CRIPTU RE-TEXTS.' 175 


word contains a fullneſs of meaning, which 


I ſhall open up in the following particulars. * 


1ſt, It ſhall be rich in abundance of odours 
and Eats; Iſrael had an odoriferous entry 


adminiſtered to them into the land of promiſe 


of old. I ey" entered right againſt Jericho; 
Joſh. 3. xvi. Jericho ſignifies bs {cent or 
favour. As any thing Aung led by its 


peculiar excellence is in ſeripture language 


called divine; ſo. the valley of Jericho, emi- 
nent by the fragrance of its vegetables, may 
well be ſaid to diffuſe the ſcent of God. Per- 
haps few regions have ever been ſo much diſ- 
tinguiſhed in this reſpect, as the valley of ſe- 
richo. There the divine dane d eee 
together an infinity of ſweets, whoſe mingled 
_ odours might regale the noſtrils and revive 
the drooping ſpirits of weary lirae}, worn out 
with the fatigues of the wilderneſs. There 


grew the palin-tree with its dates, the balm- 
jarub or balm of gilead, the roſe-tree with 
many other ſpecies of odoriferous trees, 


ſhrubs and flowers, breathing inexpreſſi- 
ble ſweetneſs; while honey, dropping every 


where in rich abundance, from the hives of 


- countleſs ſwarms of bees, diffuſed its delicis' 


ous ſcent through the whole circumambient 


air. The air was balm; fragrance floated on 
every breeze. Such was the vale of Jericho 


formerly; and even after a courſe of ages, 


wherein, in common with the whole land of 


Canaan, 
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_ Canaan, it has been under the curſe of God. 


and expoſed to the ravages of ſo many ſavage 
invaders, it ſtill retains ſome venerable veſti- 
ges of its ancient glory. The deſign of pro- 
vidence, in making Iſrael] enter Canaan by 
this valè, is obvious enough. It was to ſketch 
out in a figure the ſurpriſe, the joy, the in- 
effable delight, which ſhall raviſh our hearts. 


5 on our firſt entry into the heavenly land. 


When Iſrael aſcended from Jordan, how de- 
lightfully was the ſcene changed! Behind them 
Was a wilderneſs, where ſcarce a ſingle flow- 
er diffuſed its odours. to cheer the fainting 
traveller, while before them lies the garden 
of God, rich in every thing which can charm. 
the eye, or refreſh the heart. Yet all this was. 


but a rude draught of our entrance into the. 


paradiſe above, and of that joy unſpeakable. 
and full of glory, which ſhall fill the heart of. 


the chriſtian, when heaven is firſt diſcloſed to. 4 


his view. Our wilderneſs is no more fertile. 
of delights, than that of Sinai. Every good. 


and perfect gift comes from above. But 


ſweet will the reviving ſcent of the tree of life. 


be, delicious the ſavour of Chriſt's good oint- 


ments, when the fatigues of life are over, 
and all the bitterneſs of death is paſt. 


I may add, when the conqueror entered. 


Rome in triumph, „the whole way was ſtrew- 


ed with flowers. He had an odoriferous en- 


_ With richer ſweets ſhall thy way be 
} : ſtrewed, 


— 


ving God. 
2d, Excry circumſtance "of: ſplendor: ns 
magnificence ſhall enrich our entrance on that 


great occaſion. - Nothing can well be imagi- 


ned more magnificent or illuſtrious than the 
triumphal entry of the Roman general; yet 


all this affords but a faint image of the ho- 
nours which await you, O-chriſtian ! Was the 
conqueror clad in a rich purple robe, inter- 
woven, with figures of Gold, ſetting forth his 
great exploits before the eyes of the crowd? 
A veſture dipt in blood, a robe of righteouſ- 
neſs, a garment of falvation hall adorn thy 


perſon on that glorious. day. Thy works ſhall 
follow. thee ; thy exploits, though performed 
only in the ſtrength. of the Captain of ſalvati- 
on, ſhall be narrated as wholly thine own. 


Nor ſhall he, who draws the piece, fail to 


ſet it off with every circumſtance of cmbelliſh4 
ment: I was hungry, and ye gave me 
meat; thirſty and ye gave me drink; and 
naked, and ye clothed me; ſick a in 
priſon,” and ye viſited me.“ 'Theſe/ire the 


deeds of love; more glorious and even more 


difficult than thoſe ſo . celebrated 1 in _ 
3 of Rome. 
The ſpoils of the enemy with all the c aſs: 


tives taken in the war were led in triumph 


after the genera]. Jeſus ſpoiled principalities 
and powers, and made a ſhow of them openly. 
1010mPRRg 
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ſtrewed, O chriſtian, into-the city of the li- 


* 


* 
*. 
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triumphing over them in himſelf, and the | 
God of peace, who gives us the victory in 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, will alſo bruiſe fatan 
under our feet thortly, in the day of our tri- 


umph.—Moreover, the conqueror, whom the 
Roman ſenate delighted to honour, had his 
head: adorned with a crown; he was drawn 
in a triumphal chariot, while vaſt crowds of 
the moſt. honourable attendants ſurrounded 
him. So ſhall it be with the man, whom the 


King of Zion delights to honour. A erown 


of life and righteousneſs ſhall be the orna- 
ment. of his head, clouds, the chariots of 
the almighty, fhall convey him into the new 
Jieruſalem, while multitudes of attending an- 


gels ſhall accompany him all the way. All 


the hoſts of heaven, even ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand ſhall miniſter to him, and ſwell 


the honours of the day. So rich in magni- 


ficence ſhall thy entrance be, O chriſtian, in- 
to thy father's kingdom. 


34, It is called rich, or ſaid to be a dmini⸗ 


eres abundantly, to diſtinguiſh it from an in- 
ferior kind of triumph. Beſides this more 
ſplendid and pompous triumph decreed by the 


Roman ſenate to generals, who had gained an 


illuſtrious victory over ſome potent enemy, 


there was another kind, far inferior in ſplen- 


dor, which the Romans called an ovation, and 
which they granted to a commander for a 


Maury won with the effuſion of little blood, 
or 


0 : 
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or over a mean inſiderable foe... With alluſi- 


on to this cuſtom, Peter aſſures us, that if we 


perform theſe glorious feats in the chriſtian 


warfare, we ſhall not have an ovation, but 
a curulis, the moſt honourable and iluſtri-⸗ 


ous triumph. As the Roman conquerors were 


rewarded with different degrees of honour. 


proportioned to their deeds of valour, ſo 


Chriſt will rèward ry man according: to 

his work. | 
e he chriſtian conquerors ſhall enten 
the heavenly kingdom with abundance of 
ſongs, Tne triumphal proceſſion among the 


Romans was led up by a band of muſicians, 


who played triumphal pieces in praiſe of the 
_ victorious general. So ſhall it be in the glo- 
rious day of the chriſtian triumph; Iſa. xxxv. 
laſt. The ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, 


and come. to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſt- 


ing joy upon their heads; they ſhall obtain 
joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall 


fly away.“ Angels, theſe heavenly muſicians 
ſhall touch, their ſweeteſt ſtrings in the beſt 
muſic of heaven, while, in ſhining bands, they 


lead on the glorious proceſſion of triumph- 
ant ſaints. Now they are ſent forth to mi- 
niſter to them that ſhall he heirs of ſalvation; 
nor ſhall they forſake their charge, till they, 
as fellow xr ofthe heavenly bride, bring: 
her with gladneſs and rejoicing into the pa- 


lace of the king, What po hall Jeſus. 


feel 
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"feelin that day when he ſhall ſee the travel 
ok his ſoul and be fully fatisfied ! When, as 
Captain of falvation, he ſhall have brought fo 


— g ty . 


many ſons and daughters to glory, and has 
toſt none of all that the father gave him! 


When he ſees all his enemies under his feet, 
and every thing that offends gathered out of 
1 kingdom! 


＋ 51, Our entrance mall be⸗ attended with 


Y abundance of ſacrifices, and that of the rich- 
eſt kind. Young men, leading victims to 
the ſacrifice," with their horns gilded, and 


heads crowned with garlands, formed a part 
of the Roman triumphal proceſſion; while all 


the temples were open, and every altar was 
loaded with offerings and incenſe. Theſe 
were expreſſions of thankſgiving to their i- 
dols for their ſuppoſed aſſiſtance in obtain- 
ing the victory. Such ſhall be the employ- 
ment of the ſaints in that day of eternal tri- 
umph. Then the temple of heaven ſhall be 


opened, and coming into its courts the prieſts. 
of God fhall bring an offering with them. 


Then incenſe ſhall- be offered up to- God's 


name, and a pure offering. By Jeſus Chriſt 


the great high-prieſt, they all offer up the 
facrifices of praiſe to God continually, which | 
is the fruit of their lips, giving thanks to his | 
name. Conſcious that they owe their victo- 
ry, not to perſonal prowefs, but to communi- 
cated aid, to 20 1 80 of We grace which 
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is in Jeſus, they will gratefully aſcribe theit 
deeds of valour, and all their conqueſts to his 


victorious arm, through whom they are more 


than conquerors. Thanks be to God who 


1 us the victory through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,“ muſt ever be the Tong of the re- 


deemed. 


Let us, then, i brethren, put on Fu 
* armour of God, that we may be able 


to ſtand in the day of battle. * Our enemies 


are artful as well as powerful; they have 
many devices againſt us: but no weapon for- 
med againſt the people of God can proſper, 
nor is there council againſt him, who ſees the 
thoughts afar off, and whoſe power can baf- 
fle the. beſt laid attempt either of human or 


diabolical wiſdom. In this divine armour we 


ſhall be ſecure from danger: no dart can 


pierce it, nor can the keeneſt effort of the e- 
nemy hurt the ſoul that wears it. But let us 
not reſt ſatisfied with a par rt of that armour : 


the whole is neceſſary- The fight of the 


chriſtian is a fight of faith; without faith in 


the wiſdom and power of the captain of our | 


falvation we can do nothing in the chriſtian 


combat. We are more than conquerors, on- 


ly through him that loved us. Faith in the 


victory of calvary, and in the promiſe of brui- 


ſing ſatan under our feet, is the ſhield which 


guards and ſupports the heart, and bids it beat 
high with the hope of vifory in the day of 


War. 


? 4 
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war. vet Peres erte us, to i 3 


faith, fortitude, knowledge, temperance, pa- 

tience, godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs and cha- 
rity. All theſe are neveſfary- for the chriſti» 
an ſoldier; and all are to be found in the ar- 
moury or fullneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. To this we 
have acceſs by prayer at all times; there we 


mall be abundantly fupplied, for all things 
ate in Chriſt's hand, that he may communi- 
cate all things to his church. Let us: aſk, 
then, that we may receive theſe things im lar. 
ger proportions ;: that they may be in us, and 


and abound in us, that we may neither be 


| barren' nor unfrunſul in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that thus, giving all 
diligence, our calling and election may be | 
ſure, and we may never be led away by the 

_ exror of the wieked, or fall from our ſteefaft- 
neſs 1 in- the faith of. Chriſt, but an abundant 
entrance may be adminiſtered. to us into the 
everlaſting Masdem of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt,; to N be e 8 ever. | 

| Amen. . 
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tion on Matth. v. 33, 34. Page 14. 
Upon the Whole, if we be called to ener- 
eiſe fo much caution, in giving an oath. at all, 


7e || how blameable muſt the common, profane 


ſwearers be! Such a practice is highly impi · 


ous toward God and, it may be added, no 
_ | leſs-affrontive and-injurious to the character 
of the {wearer himſelf. To accompany every 
aſſertion: with an oath, ſays that our. veracity 
is ſo doubtfull, that no man can credit what 
we ſay, unleſs it be confirmed by an ' oath, 
Poſſeſſed of a ſincere regard to truth, why 
| ſhould we render our integrity ſuſpe&ed b ; 
unneceſſary oaths? Although a man had no 
regard to religion, it is A2 that pride, or 
. a deference to himſelf, des not prevent a 


practice, fo degrading to. his character. HK 


he means to be believed, bis ſwearing ſays 
that hig word is unworthy of credit; if fie : 


means to be obeyed or dreaded by inferiors, 


| his oaths fay tit his word has no weight, 


or that he is confidered by others as a man 
of no Importance. Fhe character of wifdom: 
and virtue always claims the obedience of in- 


fleriors and the veneration of all. I would: 
not chuſe then, to let every body know that 


1 have ſo deſpicable an opinion of myſelf. 


With reſpect to the practice of ſwearing by 
other 
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ww the be fullowing thoughts by a miſtake, ers hs 
© wot inſerted in their proper place, the reader. is 
defined to add them io the end of the Obſerva- 
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other beings beſides God, it is bla an 
act of idolatry. It is the charaQeriſtic o the 

worſhippers of the true God, that they ſwear 85 
by. his name; Deut. Vi. 13. x. 12. Every 
nation ſwore by? its own god. None but God 
can be witneſs in every caſe to our fincerity - 
in ſwearing, or can avenge our perfidy. 0 
ſwear, then, by any being, that is no God, 
is idolatry, or Noh rk another god, than | 
the true.—So : ris the injunction of our 
Lord in all reſpets—< let your  communica- 
tion be Yea, Yea, and Nay, Nay ; for whatſo- 
ever is more et * ee — the evil. 
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